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What's on in Whimple

April

St Mary’s Church
Easter Programme of Services

Sunday 1 April   8am Holy Communion 
   11am Family Service 

Sunday 8 April 11am Parish Communion 
Thurs 12 April 7.30pm Holy Communion
Sunday 15 April   8am Holy Communion

   11am Easter Parish Communion
Sunday 22 April 11am Parish Communion 
Sunday 29 April   8am United Benefice Communion

Monthly Programme of Services
1st  Sunday   8am  Holy Communion 

   11am Family Service 
2nd Sunday 11am Parish Communion 
3rd Sunday 10.30am Service with a Smile
4th Sunday 11am Parish Communion 
5th Sunday   8am Holy Communion or 

     Joint Benefice Communion

Please use the Whimple Diary held in the Post Office for
checking availability of venues and booking events.

If your Association has an event which you would like listed
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Whimple Parish Council
Chairman: Sara Randall Johnson    822524
Clerk: Mrs. Amanda Newman, Council Office - Torno  823385
Royal British Legion, Branch and Womens Section.
Chairman: Mrs. F. Pratt, Sandfords    822451
St. Mary’s Church
Contact: David Rastall, Killigarth, Church Road   822486
Contact: Raymond Burrough, Gateshayes Farm   822257
Devon County Councillor
Mr. R. Giles, 14 Winters Lane, OSM. EX11 1AR   813387
Whimple County Primary School
Headteacher: Mrs. D. Brice     822584
Whimple History Society
Mr. Bob Roberts       822311
Whimple Mothers Union
Mrs. D. Rastall, Killigarth, Church Road    822486
Whimple Pre-School & Toddler Group
Chair: Mrs. Sarah Griffin, Hillcroft, Church Rd.  823265
New admissions/Playleader: Sue Solf 1,Hillside, Talaton  822981
Whimple Womens Institute
Secretary: Mrs. Rosemarie Burrows, Higher Slewton  822422
Whimple Over Sixties Club 
Mrs. Lin Carder, 18 Dince Hill Close    822538
Whimple Recreation Trust
Knowle Cross Sports Ground. Mr P. Garraff, Luppit  891206
Whimple Village Produce Association.
Chairman: Mr. A. Bratt, Rockwell, Talaton   822437
Whimple and Broadclyst Young Farmers’ Club
Mr. R. J. Burrough, Gateshayes Farm    822257
Whimple Youth Club
Chairman: Pam Scanlan, Albecq, The Green   822262
Leader: Alison Lawry, Willowbrook, Whimple   822292
Whimple Football Club
Chairman: B. Weeks, Briar Cottage, Church Road
822674
Whimple Tennis Club
Secretary: T. A. Lang      822512
Treasurer: J. Hughes      822659
Whimple Cricket Club
Mr. R.J.Smith       822244
Whimple Victory Hall Management Committe
Secretary: Pam Scanlan, Albecq, The Green   822262
Booking Sec: Mrs. P. Weeks, Briar Cottage, Church Rd.  822674
Whimple Post Office
Gordon & Heather Owen     822359 
Whimple News
Peter Smith, Lawn End, Church Road    822828
Neighbourhood Watch
John Munslow, 44, Slewton Crescent    823456
St. Mary's Bellringers
Captain: Judith Canniford, 22 Grove Road   822873
Whimple Scout Group
Group Scout Leader : Alex Spry    851290
Scout Leader: Adam Bird    813923
Cub Scout Leader : Alex Spry   851290
Beaver Scout Leader Valerie Bond    822473
Marquee Booking Sec : Mrs. Mary McConnell   822729

Organisations in Whimple
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Editorial

Living in Whimple means that most of us have been
fairly distant from the recent disasters in the UK -
which are mainly news items. Until now, when the
effect of foot and mouth disease is very evident. We
very much value the farming members of our
community and feel for them. I'm particularly grateful
that Lester was able to let us have an article to help us
understand a little more.

But we can look forward with hope this Easter time as
reminded in Geoff Gardiner's and Edith's articles. This
issue also contains welcome contributions about past
and future events from many of our village
organisations.

Many have said how much they appreciate Gordon and
Heather's regular 'News from PO Corner' which mirrors
their much valued friendly welcome and efficient
service at our village Post Office. We are pleased the
computers have finally arrived and look forward to a
progress report in our next issue!

Please could contributions for the June/July edition be
left at the Post Office or sent by email to
bob.scanlan@eclipse.co.uk by 15 May.

With good wishes

Peter
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Devon County Council has reached an agreement
with Stagecoach which will see the company
continue operating services at the Honiton Road
Park and Ride site at Sowton, on the outskirts of
Exeter, until April 30th. In the meantime the
County Council is taking steps to procure a
replacement service to operate from May 1st.
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At our first event of the new year, members enjoyed a very interesting
and entertaining talk by Mr Derek Bedder on the Basics of Home Wine
Making. He also gave a few hints on what judges look for as he has
judged at many shows. Hopefully those of us who have not made wine
recently will be dusting off the demi johns and getting back into
production. So watch out for the bottles of Whimple Nouveau in the
autumn!!

This years coach outing on Sunday 17th June will be to Kingston
Maurward Gardens and Animal Park at Dorchester. Included in the trip
will be an early evening short visit to Weymouth. The coach will leave
The Square at 09.30, returning at approximately 7.00 pm. Cost of the trip
is £8.00 for adults and £6.00 for children. Please contact Pauline Rogers
to book your seats. We believe that this is the first trip of any kind from
the village to these gardens so early booking advisable!

Our next event will be our spring plant sale and coffee evening on Friday
4th May. This will be held in the Village Hall starting at 7.30 pm and
entry will only be 50p - what a bargain! We will have a variety of plants
for sale and if anyone has any surplus plants they want to pass on we will
gladly take them as well - please label clearly so we can let people know
what they are! We will also be running a draw with numerous star prizes
and there be more information on the coach trip together with details of
the various classes for the Flower Show in August - don't fo
rget the date, Saturday 11th August. So, before you rush o
ut to buy your bog garden plants elsewhere, make a date to
see what we can offer to brighten your garden this summer.

We look forward to seeing you all in May.
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Well, what can I say...?
The P.O. computer system is named Horizon and I had always assumed that
it was so named because no matter how you hard you tried to get near it, it
still remained the same distance away........ but No......... it is here, we are go
and, surprise, surprise, we like it! It is fairly easy to use and, as we are near
the end of the installation chain, most bugs have been ironed out on the
experience of others. It certainly rekindles enthusiasm for carrying out what
are fairly mundane transactions - but please forgive our somewhat furrowed
brows for a week or two yet! 
Other P.O. News:
Foreign Currency offered commission free until the end of April. 
Cash & Travellers cheques (except sterling).
Self-Adhesive 1st and 2nd class stamps now in; books of 6 and 12 (everyone
else may have gone metric but the good ole P.O. is holding out!), also sheets of
100 sold only as full sheets, with smaller quantities still in gummed lick me
quick stamps.
Comment: Dog mess still abounds - I never thought we would need the
E.D.D.C. dog warden in Whimple but we do.
Finally: Heather found in her collection a postcard sent by her grandmother
to an aunt - postmarked Whimple 1905 - stamped presumably by one of our
distant predecessors! Small world isn’t it.
I found the following anecdote printed in the latest Subpostmaster magazine,
it struck me as topical and very funny...
A language instructor was explaining to her class that French nouns, unlike
the English counterparts are grammatically designated masculine or
feminine. House in French is feminine la maison, pencil is masculine le
crayon. One puzzled student asked, What gender is computer?. The teacher
did not know so for fun she split the class into two groups appropriately
enough, by gender and asked them to decide whether computer should be a
masculine or feminine noun. Both groups were required to give four reasons
for their recommendation,
The men's group decided that computers should be definitely of feminine
gender (la computer) because:
  No one but their creator understands their internal logic;
  The native language they use to communicate with other computers is incomprehensible
to everyone else;
  The smallest mistakes are stored in long-term memory for possible later retrieval;
  As soon as you make a commitment to one, you find yourself spending
half your pay cheque on accessories for it.
The women's group, however, concluded that computers
should be masculine (le computer), because:
  In order to get their attention you have to turn them on; 
  They have a lot of data but they are still clueless;
  They are supposed to help you solve problems, but half the time
they are the problem;
  As soon as you commit to one, you realise that if you'd waited a
little longer, you could have got a better model.

Bye for now - GO&HO@PO
www. almostcoping. com
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The Harbinger of Spring
Readers of Whimple News will have been eagerly scouring the
pages of this magazine for the first report of the signs of spring
in Whimple, as reported last year when Alex the postman was
spotted wearing his shorts in March. I can now report the first
sighting in 2001, when those legs were displayed on 14
February - another fine example of increased Post Office
efficiency to combine the announcement of spring AND
Valentine’s Day. I have to report that it is not a permanent
change of dress due to the frost and snow that followed! 
ED H
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Q. If you buy five pounds of apples, averaging three to the
pound, how many can you put into an empty bag, which will
carry two and a third pounds before bursting.

A. Just one, after that the bag is no longer empty.

Q. Who played for both England and France on the same
afternoon at Wembley Stadium.

A. The Band - they played both national anthems

Q. What can be found in the centre of Paris, but not in either
London or Milan.

A. The letter ‘R

Q. What do you get if you divide 40 by a half and add 10 to
the result.

A. 90 40 divide by a half = 80, add 10 = 90
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HAPPY EASTER!

Do you ever feel you would rather not watch the news or read
a newspaper? Some days there seems to be enough to
trouble in the world to make us despair.

The Easter message is the answer to this. It says that God
came into the real world in Jesus to meet trouble and evil
head-on. He broke the power of evil when He died, as we
remember on Good Friday, and bore away the pain of the
troubles which afflict us. And there is a new life to be found
now, as Jesus came alive again. These are historical facts.
The evidence is the Christian faith, found throughout the
world.

There was once a clever Frenchman who was dissatisfied
with all the religions he had read about. He decided to start a
brand new religion, and he published a lot of articles putting
forward his religious ideas as superior to Christianity.

After a while he became discouraged - nobody seemed to
respond. He went for advice to a friend of his, who was a
politician and also a bishop, named Talleyrand.

It is certainly difficult to start a religion, said Talleyrand
sympathetically. The only advice I can give you is to get
yourself crucified, and after three days to come back from the
dead.

Easter is not a matter of pious wishes or hopeful dreams, but
about facts which mean wonderful possibilities for us.

In particular it means we know that death, real as it is, does
not have the last word. We can start a new life here and now
which goes on beyond the grave. A new life that is strong
enough to face the worst the world can bring against us.

Geoff Gardner
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Whimple Primary School PTFA 

Whimple Primary School PTFA held a Christmas Auction on
8th.December last year to raise funds for the lease of two
computers for the coming year and to purchase a mobile
overhead projector.

The evening was a resounding success with incredible generosity
from our local businesses who donated an abundance of
wonderful Lots for auction. In addition to the Lots and Promises
from those of us directly involved with the school, we did in fact,
receive donations from all over the country!

Attendance of the event was excellent, with support from every
quarter of the village. The Auctioneer, David Williams kept the
atmosphere jovial with well timed jokes throughout the bidding.
Bidders had a choice of fantastic Lots, such as home-made
Christmas Cakes, Horse Rides, computer software, meals at the
best pubs and restaurants in Devon, cider, bottles of wine,
whisky, hampers, enormous sacks of potatoes, umbrellas,
famous Artist Prints, a chauffeur driven ride in a Rolls Royce,
theatre tickets, cuddly toys, cheese and much, much, more. It
was very exciting,interactive, and tremendous fun...how often
can you say that about a night out?

From the proceeds of the Auction, the School has since ordered
the computers and purchased the overhead projector.

A very BIG THANK YOU to everyone, either by letting us have a
Lot or Promise for the auction, or by turning up to bid.

Cheryl Shayler
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WHIMPLE TENNIS CLUB
Time to get the tennis racquet out again!

Membership fees are the same as last year:

Senior £18           Junior (under 18) £10              Family £40

Subs for the year are due now, and you can get a 10% discount if
you pay before 31st May.

Club nights will be on Thursdays from 7.00pm, beginning in M
ay.

On Thursday, May 3rd, there’s a Working Party to tidy
up the court surrounds - please come with some tools
like secateurs, shears and spades - also tennis
racquets. From 7.00pm

A.G.M. will be held on Tuesday, 24th April at 7.30pm
at 33 Slewton Close. All welcome.
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Ottery St. Mary Hospital
League of Friends

UPDATE FOR ALL ADVERTISERS
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Coleridge Medical 
Volunteer Help 

  

   20  

Medical Centre
Help Scheme.
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