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THIRSTY The Thirsty
i Farmer

WHIMPLE, EXETER, DEVON, EX5 2QQ
&= Telephone: 01404 822287

www.thirstyfarmer.co.uk

|,.F|HARMER A FRIENDLY PUB, SERVING GOOD QUALITY
IMPLE LOCAL PRODUCE. '

OPENING HOURS FROM 1st February

MONDAYS: BOARD GAMES NIGHT AND OPEN CRIB NIGHT
DRINKS ONLY 5-10pm

TUESDAYS: Exe Valley PIZZA Co Van at The Farmer from 5pm.
Pre-order to take away or very welcome to eat in our bar
Open 5-10pm for DRINKS

WEDNESDAYS: WOOD FIRE AND SMOKEHOUSE MENU
FOOD 12-2.30pm and 5.30-9pm
DRINKS 12-2.30pm and 5-11pm

THURS: STEAK NIGHT!
FOOD 12-2.30pm and 5.30-9pm
DRINKS 12-2.30pm and 5-11pm

FRIDAYS: CHARITY COFFEE/TEA & CAKE MORNING from 9am
FOLLOWED BY BRUNCH/LUNCH FOOD 9am -2.30pm
FISH FRIDAY DINNER 5.30-9pm
DRINKS 9am -11.30pm

SATURDAYS: BREAKFAST/BRUNCH/LUNCH 10.30am-2.30pm
DINNER: 5.00-9pm
DRINKS 10.30am - 11.30pm

SUNDAYS: SUNDAY ROASTS AND FARMERS TABLE 12-6pm
DRINKS 12-10pm

Normal menu available WED-SAT 12-2.30pm/5.30 - 9pm SUN 12-6pm

Band night, last Friday of the month from 9pm
April - New Heroes
May - Static Charge
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Sal (not Ed) the Ed

At last, Spring is in the air and the village is full of colour again! It seems a long time
coming...

It's great that plans can now be made for more outside, as well as inside, events, and
this issue is full of possibilities for your diary. Even our wonderful Village Week is
beginning to take shape, and Front Row is back, at last.

Of course, the closest to my heart is the chance to see the Panto Dames in full flight
again outside The Thirsty Farmer on July 2nd. Oh, the drama, bitching and
attempted cheating - all back for our enjoyment. RuPaul’s Drag Race has nothing
on Whimple. If you would like to be a Dame, or help with the event, do contact
Cathy B-H in good time ( details on page 15).

Another chance to get involved this Spring is by entering a favourite photo to the
‘Anything from Whimple Parish’ competition, which might feature in a calendar
being produced in aid of the Hall. (7he Wonders Of Whimple and Man Calendars
have done their bit so keep it clean!).

| really am enjoying Sarah’s interviews with local, inspirational folk. This time it is
Ann Daniels who, despite rarely managing to venture out in a matching pair of
shoes, got herself to the North and South Poles! (Plus loads more, of course, Ann x).
See page 26.

Big thanks to all involved in The Neighbourhood Plan questionnaire, which you
should all have received through your letterbox. The recent changes to the
Cranbrook Expansion Plan is another worry for Whimple, so the Plan is absolutely
vital.

Still on the subject of planning, the news that the appeal regarding The New
Fountain Inn development, (to the Secretary of State Inspectorate), has been
dismissed is good news for those who have supported the SWNF Group, and
campaigned for it's preservation. Sometimes it felt like a David and Goliath battle,
but it does show that these daunting issues can be taken on if people pull together.
On a more serious note - as | write, the war in Ukraine is raging and Our Rev Marc
has written about it extensively in this issue. Heartbreaking, but many local people
have donated, taken aid directly to the border, arranged small tributes and even
offered to give a refugee a home and shelter, which is so lovely.

We are being reminded every day how lucky we are to live in such a beautiful,
peaceful part of the world, and what a great community we have here.

Enjoy the Spring weather and do send us any articles you would like to share.
They can be sent by email to Bob on bob.scanlan@eclipse.co.uk by 10th May.

Sal X



KILN-DRIED HARDWOOD LOGS

IDEAL FOR OPEN FIRES AND WOODBURNING STOVES

Beech - Birch - Ash - Sycamore - Oak - etc
Free sticks with every load

For Helpful Advice and Prompt Deliveries
Telephone Exmouth (01395) 277242

PAYMENT PLAN o oo
G ed

3,6,9 or 12 months ]| o JEZT?w A e

THE EASY WAY SR genuine S0

TO PAY ="

produced

workmg in IHp%rtnershlp wnth most of the Iealzl?ng estate agenc¥es

+Slating *Tiling *Flat roofing *Fibreglass flat roofs *Chimneys/ Fr==

Leadwork *Turnerized slate roofs Guttering/uPVC/fascia boards

* Storm damage/insurance work *All grant work undertaken

*Insurance backed guarantees *Full public liability insurance
*Free written quotations *All work guaranteed

VELUX: [ e F0OF (\-\AS SSMARLEY Redland

ROOFING SYSTE MS




Whimple What’s On

April

12th Whimple WI, 2.00pm at the Hub - Talk by John Lowe

18th Cricket Club open day - page 30 for full details

23rd WI/Hospiscare Coffee Morning, 10.00am - noon in the Victory Hall
25th&26th Talaton, A War Time Refuge 8.00pm at Cotley Farm

28th - 30th Talaton, A War Time Refuge 8.00pm at Cotley Farm - page 32

29th History Society Talk Victory Hall 7.30pm Neil Littleales on Demystifying DNA

May

14th  Whimple Gardening Club, Plant Sale 2.30pm to 4.30pm in the Victory Hall
15th  Whimple Gardening Club, Trip to the Lost Gardens of Heligan - page 51
15th-21st Christian Aid Week - page 34

23rd WI/Hospiscare coffee morning 10am to 12 noon, Victory Hall

June

5th Platinum Jubilee Afternoon Tea on Sunday 5th June, 1.30 - 5.00pm
11th  Whimple Gardening Club, Trip to Abbotsbury Gardens and Swannery

Saturday Morning Coffee and Cake is starting again soon!

St Mary’s Church, Whimple
From 10.15am until 12.00noon

Starting on 30th April
Then every Saturday until the end of October
Come and meet up with friends while you enjoy a cup of coffee or tea
and a piece of delicious home-made cake.
Everyone Welcome!
If you are able to help by hosting and/or baking cakes, or for further information please
contact Gerri Turner on gerri.turner2@gmail.com or 822587.
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WHIMPLE STORES =

This is our second Whimple News article since taking over Whimple Stores and | am
glad to say that we have now settled in and found the “rhythm” needed to
successfully operate and maintain a village store and Post Office.

Since the last article, we have modified the opening hours of the Post Office and
have started to reduce the breadth of PO transactions that we will cover. It is
essential that our staff are able to run the Post Office counter with confidence and
that means focusing on the broad repeating range of transactions. and removing
transactions that require a disproportionate amount of time or are complex,
infrequent or require a high level of expertise.

Most of the Post Office customers have adapted well to the revised hours with just a
few disappointments, mainly due to not being able to process parcels early morning
or late evening. To help this, if you have a prepaid parcel, you can leave this anytime
with the shop staff along with your name and we will process it later and hold onto
the receipt until the next time you are in. If you have a QR Code for printing a label
for a parcel return, just forward the QR code (if possible) to:

whimplestores@rmcommerce.biz

along with your name and drop the parcel (also with your name) to the shop staff.
We will then process the parcel when the Post Office is open and hold the receipt
for you next time you are in.

We also support ‘Drop and Go if you a regular parcel sender. This allows you to
bring in your parcels along with your account card anytime the shop is open and
leave them with us for processing. Ask in the shop for more information if you are
interested in this.

While our staff are learning the intricacies of the Post Office, please be patient with
them. If they ask you to come back when the right level of expertise is available, this
will be because we do not want to make mistakes that could cause a financial loss.

Our regular shoppers will have noticed that we are introducing new foods and
additional ranges of cheeses, dips and other delicatessen items. New favourites are
the Sharpham Rustic Cheese and Baba Ganoush. We are also making sure that we
have stock to cater for key calendar events such as Valentines Day, Pancake Day,
Mothers Day and of course, Easter. Wherever possible, we source food locally. If
you feel we are not stocking things that you like, please let us know.

Our milk provider, Sutton Lucy had some equipment failure which stopped their
production and we had to find temporary new providers. We wish Sutton Lucy a
speedy recovery on their equipment.

We are planning to make a few changes to the layout of the shop over the Easter
weekend.



These changes will create more space at the rear of the shop by moving the fridges
and freezers which in turn will allow us to open up a space at the front of the shop
for tables and chairs where our customers can enjoy a sit down with coffee and
cake or tea and scones. We think that Whimple needs a communal space where
friends can stop and chat and we hope that the front corner of the shop will provide
that communal space.

To help with the changes, we are purchasing a new coffee machine and new metal
shop racking. The pine dresser and bookshelves in the centre of the shop will be put
up for sale or donated to RIO.

The new layout of the shop will also allow for easier browsing and the new racking
will help us improve the range of products offered.

Our opening times for the shop over the Easter weekend will be 09:00 to 12:00
Friday, Saturday and Monday with the Post Office open only on Saturday as it is
closed on Public Holiday days. Customers for Sunday newspapers will be able to
collect them from the shop entrance but the rest of the shop will be closed all day
for the improvements. We hope you will enjoy the new layout.

Finally, we say goodbye to Lynn Window who left us in February. Lynn has worked
at Whimple Stores since 2016 and is now hopefully enjoying the additional time
with her family and pets.

Rory, Sharon, Sabrina and Team

WHIMPLE
o

Rory, Sharon and Sabrina Welcome you

STORES
ALL SERVICES AVAILABLE
Shop Post Office Refreshments
Fresh local bread, milk, Cash withdrawals Tea selection
fruit, veg, eges
General groceries Banking services Fresh coffee selection
Stationery & hardware Bill payment facility Hot chocolate
Logs & kindling Postal services Cold drinks
Newspapers Euros & currency orders Cakes
Alcohol & tobacco Chunk Pies & pasties

Regular or one off orders can be made.
Other services.
Pharmacy collections for Pinhoe surgery, Box office for local events, Book recycle/swap
The Square, Whimple, Exeter, Devon EX5 2SN
01404 822316




Master

Thatcher

T: 01404 823081
@7 EiM: 07881 942516
daniel.plank@yahoo.com
djpmasterthatcher.co.uk

v
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The Devon Ceilidh qu{ £ all Oceasions

See our new website: slackmagirdle.net
Find us on Facebook
for more details or to contact us:
01404 823083 empal1@icloud.com
New look, same great band!

Maths & Physics
Online Tutoring

GCSE & A-Level

Personal coaching to suit your needs,
with experienced mathematician.
Member of the Tutor's Association.

Daytime/ Evening/ Saturdays.

For more information please see my website:
robertpooleymaths.co.uk

Robert Pooley 01404 822333
robertpooleymaths@gmail.com

Chimneys

Wood Burners
Fires

Swept, Installed, Repaired,

Lined and Built
“All your chimney needs”

Alf Butler
Tel: 01404 811843

A fully insured and HETAS
registered Company




VE-OUR NEW

We have Great News!! The Planning Inspectorate has dismissed the appeal and
planning permission is refused on the proposed New Fountain Inn development.
The decision was published on March 3rd.

A brilliant result for everyone who has fought to retain the pub and car park. The
Inspector was very thorough and diligent.

As far as we understand it, an appeal can be taken to the High Court, or an
amended planning application can be submitted, but it would have to be
substantially different, plus approval for the development of the car park is unlikely
to be granted.

The key point before any future planning application could be submitted, is that the

pub would need to be marketed for at least 12 months and then be proven to have
failed.

Let's hope the owner is now open to speaking to the group in terms of a
Community purchase, or that another buyer can be found.

Thanks to all of you for your amazing support. We wouldn’t have got this far without
the village being so passionate about preserving The Fountain.

We would also like to thank Marc and Donna and their amazing team for
continuing to provide Whimple with such a fantastic pub in the Thirsty Farmer, and
all their hard work getting it back up and running after an awful two years for them.

We now await the next development as this goes to press.
Onwards and upwards!
Save Whimple’s New Fountain Group

Claire Podbury

We, the family of Claire Podbury, wish to thank
everyone for their love and support at this time.
Claire’s service took place on on the 11th of
February, St Marys Church Ottery St Mary.

We managed to raise over £5000 for The Quiet
Mind Centre and The Wave Project - Two
charities that are close to the family's hearts.




NEW VENUE / 2,
' . YOGA
Rochelles' Curtains,
Blinds and Foam woecon | )
Phil-kendall@hotmail.co.uk HEATING
07525 618286 (Phil) ;j""'
we. come to.vou - [UESDJAY 6,.3}0) = 7/.,30p,m (evening unwind)
for measuring, quoting and fitting THURSDAY 9.30-10.30um aornin tlow)
m‘fl:;gglceasur?'Cg:gns and Blinds at
tion of fabri . W W VIEW PARK
Tracks and poles THE HUB, WILLOW VIEW PARK,
Fitting service _ STRAIGHTWAY HEAD, WHIMPLE
mmm ‘ Suitable for all levels
We also make with your own fabric £9/class or 4@£32
We make covers for foam cushions ! . o
Contact reviveguernsey@gmail.com
FOAM cut to size for upholstery/caravans/boats elc. =01 200162
Revive old fumiture 07591 599162
Upholstery foam/Closed cell foam/Memory foam toppers ieic
Polystyrene bead for bean bags

AERIAL SERVICES

(Mike Cummings)
e Same Day Service Available

‘ n e
e 7 Days A Week freesat 2 oo

e Sales, Service, Installation digital (Y] Skydigit@ @
e Repairs & Reception Problems | NO CALL OUT CHARGE
e Digital Aerial Upgrades » FREE ESTIMATES

01392 279513 07836 641635

www.aerial-services-mikecummings.co.uk
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Exciting Photo Competition!

Exciting News! Calling all budding photographers, young and old. The Friends of the
Whimple Victory Hall are launching a Photographic Competition with the topic -
‘Anything from Whimple Parish” (remember the parish is a huge and diverse area,

it’s not just the village).

Entries are welcome from all ages, children and adults. EVERY entry will be
displayed at The Victory Hall during Village Week 2nd - 10th July. Afterwards
judging will take place and the best photographs will be included in a special 2023
Whimple Calendar, to go on sale towards the end of the year. All proceeds will go

towards the Victory Hall.

Other prizes will be up for grabs too, with more
details to follow. Entry forms will be available in
April.

So, grab your phones and cameras. Sort through
your photographs from lockdown. Get out into
the parish and start snapping. - flora & fauna,
activities, the weather, local interests, sports,
people, your garden, creatures ..... whatever you
think gives a glimpse of Whimple

Look out for further details regarding entry forms,
dates and details in the next Whimple News.

Frienos of

Whimple Victory Hall TOP

Whimple Residents pay tribute to Ukraine

A small group of us gathered in Whiteway Close one Sunday in March to
show support for thosecaught up in the awful human suffering in Ukraine.

Richard and Julia Green kindly brought a speaker and the Ukrainian national
anthem was played, which was very powerful and moving.

We then held a minute’s silence and laid yellow and blue flowers on the

We can only hope that a ceasefire
has been declared by
the time this is printed
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SE gilbertstephens

Local legal &
fFinancial advice

Call our Exeter office on:

Legal Services 01392 42 42 42
Financial Services 01392 34 64 64

Or contact one of our other offices

Ottery St Mary 01404 81 22 28 Sidmouth 0139551 24 43

Visit gilbertstephens.co.uk for more info

Gilbert Stephens is the trading name of Gilbert Stephens LLP which is authorised and regulated by the Solicitors Regulation Authority
(no. 536070) and Gilbert Stephens Financial Services Ltd which is authorised and regulated by the Financial Conduct Authority (no 579899).

O’DELL PLUMBING & HEATING

jasonodell.plumbing@gmail.com

07974 818833
FOR ALL TYPES OF GAS AND OIL HEATING INSTALLATIONS.
BOILER SERVICE, REPAIR & BREAKDOWNS.
BATHROOMS & SHOWERS.
UNVENTED HOT WATER SYSTEMS.
UNDERFLOOR HEATING.




S e

-~

*FOR EVERY o g . "x_\\ JY
-

&
—

Perfect for Gin, Rum & Cider Lovers. Q L“; &z
£
v 4
Low Alcohol and Fruit Ciders
NOW AVAILABLE TOO!

Check us out:

www.courtneys.online

THE EXE GIN or Whimple Stores GRUMBLEBEE HONEY
f 9 SPICED RUM

Delightfully smooth
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PANTO DAME RACING ‘RIDES AGAIN!!
Hosted by The Thirsty Farmer

Hello all

Well Winter is slowly having its butt kicked by Spring and the smiles have begun to
return to people's faces. We are noticing the lively Dawn Chorus from the birds who
are turning their thoughts to nest building.

The Whimpletons have started turning their thoughts to the summer and making the

most of being able to get out and about more, so by popular demand we are
bringing back Panto Dame Racing.

The beautiful dames will be strutting their stuff, jostling for pole position on the
starting line ready to cause mayhem and merriment on the 2nd July outside the
Thirsty Farmer.

Thank you to Marc and Donna for being brave enough to allow the dames to run
rampant. | can promise you all it will be so much fun.

Perhaps you see yourself as a Panto Dame who can rise to the challenge or you
would like to help behind the scenes with make up or set up. Please let me know.

More details will follow shortly so watch this space.

Are you excited? | know we are!

Put the date in your diary and come along for fun frolics food and drinks.
See you all there.

Cathy Bartlett-Horwood 07400 085121

Under
Starter’s
Orders

15



Chi-quilibrium Learn to live a balanced life
N X X N X ) and let your energy flow with

Chi [chee] noun: the circulating life energy

Equilibrium [ek.w:'lib.ri.sm] noun: a state of balance Reiki Healing

Reiki may help you with 1 h?ur sessm_n £45
- 30 minute session £25

-~ Stress . -

® Anxiety Distance Reiki £20

@ Being overwhelmed (please allow an extra 15 mins for consultation)

@ Chakra balancing

© Pain management Reiki is a Japanese healing system that is safe and natural.

@ Spiritual connection By using a hands-on technique, the Practitioner channels

@ Relaxation universal energy to help restore physical and emotional well-being.

- . Reiki can help adults, children and even pets.
Reiki may assist the

body’s natural healing
processes, developing

Kerry Powell is a fully insured Reiki Practitioner
trained in The Usui Shiki Ryoho System. DBS

checked and is an Accredited Therapist with IPHM
(International Practitioners of Holistic Medicine).

Contact Kerry: 07791 171821
kerry@chi-quilibrium.com
www.chi-quilibrium.com 'i @
40 Slewton Crescent, Whimple, EX5 2QA

your emotional, mental
and spiritual well-being
and can complement
and increase other
forms of healing.

« Water pump e e
- supplies D P P S )

- repairs

\

/

. installartion . 07738 470274
- fault diagnostic

Friendly, professional

« Private water supplies Whimple-based service
e Filtration ChflS@dppS.Uk
« General domestic plumbing www.dpps.uk

Devon Pump & Plumbing Services
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Spring Update: The daffodils are waving cheerily in the lanes and buds are
appearing on the trees signalling that it will soon be time to think about opening the
Heritage Centre after its winter sleep - and this year | sincerely hope we will
succeed!

We now have a curating team to work on our displays so look out for the Nudiknits,
something for the Jubilee and a new display on the Tithe Map recently found in the
Heritage Centre.

Hopefully some of you were able to attend the AGM on Friday 25th March when
there was a talk introducing the Tithe Map and what it can tell us about the village in
1850.

The next talk on Friday the 29th April will be at the Village Hall starting at 7.30pm
and will be by Neil Littleales on the subject of Demystifying DNA. He explains the
power of DNA, how this works and how it has revolutionised genealogy, enabling
the discovery of long-lost relatives - for good or ill!

Once summer gets well underway, we hope to restart the Village Walks so keep an
eye out for advertisements on WWO or the next Whimple News.

As a committee, we were pleased to hear that Planning Permission for 3 houses at
the new Fountain site has been rejected, partly because the impact on the Heritage
Centre would have been significant. The Inspector did visit the Heritage Centre and
although it was not in her brief to speak to anyone, we like to think she was
impressed by what she saw and included those thoughts in her decision. Well done
to all those in the New Fountain Group who made such an effort on behalf of the
village.

Thank you to those in the village who have offered to be part of the curating team.
We now need to ask for volunteers to help with stewarding at the Centre once it
opens on Wednesdays and Saturdays. Nothing too onerous - if you’d like to know
more, please contact info@whimple.org or talk to anyone on the committee.

Louise Walmsley
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http://churches4all.org/
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1 F WHIMPLE CHURCH

Hello my friends,

I do not usually do politics, from the pulpit or elsewhere but some events in history
require a response and today seems like one of those. If you are easily offended by
vicars spouting off about things, you might want to read no further.

One of the routine accusations levelled at those of any faith community is that
religions have been responsible for all wars. For any serious student of either history
or sociology this is nonsense of course and just a few minutes looking into the facts
easily dispels the myth.

One reason is, of course, that religion isn’t a thing, just like the church isn’t a thing, it
is a group of people who share an idea. Things, that is organisations, be it
businesses, the police, the government or the church don’t do anything, it is the
people who either run the thing or work for the thing who commit acts, be they
good or bad. It is people who make the rules and act them out.

This is why | do not believe in institutional racism, to me the idea that organisations
are in some way racist is just a cop out to excuse the often-shabby behaviour of
individuals either in behaving in shameful ways or turning a blind eye to that
behaviour.

Fortunately, although we are all capable of behaving badly there are very few
completely bad people. However,. the frightening thing is most of us have
developed the habit of turning a blind eye to bad behaviour no matter who is the
source, Whether it is the petty acts of anti-social behaviour we see around us every
day, to racism, sexism or their colleagues in bigotry, to corruption in politics, to the
big picture stuff of tyranny.

Sometimes we turn a blind eye because the wrongdoing on the one hand is
balanced by an offer of benefit on the other: like Putin’s cronies or a corrupt
government which offers lower taxes.

Whatever the reason, we all know that it is wrong but we all do it. So as
philosopher and economist John Stuart Mill famously once said ‘All that is required
for evil to prosper is for good people to do nothing’. It is a lot easier to do nothing
when we personally do not seem to be affected by those actions. It also allows us to
condemn the actions and feel like one of the ‘good guys’ without actually having to
do anything, except perhaps change our Facebook status for a few days. But every
now and then those chickens come home to roost.

Enter President Putin.
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In 2006 Alexander Litvinenko, an ex-Russian intelligence officer who defected, was
poisoned in London. He died weeks later after drinking tea laced with polonium. In
2010, authorities blamed the poisoning on Russian intelligence agents acting on
orders from President Putin

In 2008 Russia invaded Georgia on the orders of President Putin
In 2014 Russia seized the Crimea on the orders of President Putin

In 2018 agents poisoned Sergei Skripal, a former Russian military officer and double
agent who had been jailed by Russia but released as part of a spy swap, and his
daughter Yulia in Salisbury, England. While both targets survived, a British woman
who encountered the poison after it had been disposed of, subsequently died. All of
this happened on the orders of President Putin.

He has also fought proxy wars and shored up tyrants across the world, attempted to
murder political opponents, arrested journalists and ruthlessly crushed protests.

None of this was done in secret, all of it was widely reported, much hand wringing
taking place in the media and grand statements quickly forgotten. And all the while
the west did close to nothing, of course there were sanctions and tough talking, but
nothing of consequence.

And while all this went on governments around the world continued to cosy up to
Putin and his cronies for the sake of financial expedience. Germany shifted most of
its energy supplies into Russian hands, allowing it to raise billions of roubles (some
of which will no doubt have paid for bullets and bombs which are currently being
used), one of America’s previous presidents even praised the man, and his malign
influence was allowed to spread and businesses rushed to buy stakes in profitable
Russian companies all paying their share of graft to the gangsters of Moscow.

Meanwhile Russian dirty money found its way in billions into London and into our
own political system, money stolen from the Russian people, syphoned off by
President Putin’s cronies who bought visa’s, houses, football teams, business, and
respectability in our country. Whilst also buying political power and influence and
the turning of a blind eye from ALL of our political parties for decades.

Despite the tyrannical behaviour of its leaders Russia was allowed to assume the
cloak of international respectability, today it sits on international political bodies and
hosts international sporting events particularly those where it's money buys favour.

Why does it happen?

Because it is just easier than taking a stand, because doing something meaningful
costs, and these problems usually all seem so far away.

And then President Putin, following months of lies, ordered the invasion of Ukraine,
the second largest country in Europe. And suddenly history seemed to be in danger
of repeating itself.

Last week | was in Scotland with the family and, on the day the news of the Russian
invasion of Ukraine flashed across the world, | was out playing snowballs with our
boys in a glen in the Scottish Highlands.

19



As | sat with my boys watching the tv | was struck by a frightening thought: |
wondered if this was how fathers with sons had felt when the news of the invasion
of Poland had flashed around the world on the radio on the 1st September 1939,
the awful realisation of where this could end up and the cost to families across not
just our country but the world. How obvious the path to all this seemed now, how
had we missed it?

And then a second, more awful thought.

Would I have been so upset if this war was in Africa or Asia. What if this was not a
white, western European country only a few hours flight from London? It is easy to
rationalise people dying a long way off, isn't it? It is even easier if they are a different
colour or speak a different language.

Now across Europe and beyond there is quite rightly a growing sense of outrage at
war in the heart of Europe but why is it any different to war and brutality anywhere
else? It is no more tyrannical that his previous atrocities and no war brought about
by greed and selfishness in the west is more egregious than the actions of any other
tyrant just because it happens to be on our doorstep.

And how long will our sense of outrage last? The sanctions already imposed will
eventually inflict damage to Russia, although it will be the people not Putin and his
chums who will suffer the most, but they will also bite here and in Europe. 1 can
almost imagine the cost/benefit analyses conversations in governments now: “if we
stop buying their gas will it inflict serious damage on their military machine?” “Yes,
but it will also really damage our economy which might threaten our chance of re-
election!”. | read with incredulity of the Italian government’s efforts to have luxury
goods excluded from the sanctions being imposed, because it was OK to stop the
oligarchs buying property but an embargo on Gucci or Armani seemed a step too
far if it impacted their powerful business interests! And it isnt just politicians: on
social media | have already seen support flowing for one of Putin’s most ardent
cronies because he happened to have changed the fortunes of a premier league
football club he bought, it doesn’t seem to factor that the funds used to manage this
were stained with funds stolen from the Russian people.

So far, the UK government seems to have started well with the severity of the
sanctions but how long will our resolve hold when that translates into pounds out of
our pockets, possible fuel shortages or prices rises? Like Russia it will be the poorest
in our society hit hardest, will those of us who are better off be willing to subsidise
them? How willing are our politicians to give up the lucrative fees paid by Russian
lobbying firms and how willing are we to hold them to that? Would we rather vote
for a government who promises to safeguard low taxes or who vows to wipe out
corruption at the heart of Westminster? How little will Putin have to concede to get
back into the good graces of the western financial systems, how much is Ukraine
worth in dollars and pounds?

Will we have the stomach for the fight, to suck up the economic pain this battle is
really going to take? Will we have the will to vote with our conscience rather than
our selfinterest to force our politicians to sever ties with dirty Russian money, to
make London a hostile place for buddies of Putin, and their cronies, to use the
power of the mighty London financial mzaochine to chase that dirty money stolen
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from the Russian people wherever it goes and declare Putin what he is:
criminal’?.

a war

And then, will we afford the same courage and tenacity in fighting the other tyrants
of the world, no matter the location, colour or faith of those they victimise as we
finally come to realise one of the things we should all share is our worth: because no
country or individual is less worthy because of its geography or ethnicity of the same
basic protections and freedoms we would expect for ourselves and those we love?

God bless. Rev Marc.

Whimple Parish Council

Whimple Parish Council have had a very busy year welcoming myself as the new
Clerk and two new Councillors Mrs Emma Wills and Mrs Sarah Johnson. It's a
completely new role for me and it is an incredibly varied role so I feel like | am still
learning all the time. I'd like to thank all the Councillors for all their support and
also Kevin Finch the previous clerk who is still so helpful if | never need to call
upon him. There are still two Councillor posts available should anyone like more
information about becoming a councillor please email:

whimpleparishcouncil@gmail.com

The Parish Council and the POWR Group along with some other residents have
been working extremely hard on the Neighbourhood Plan and have made great
strides to getting a plan in place for the village. The Parish Council would like to
thank all of the volunteers involved in working on the Neighbourhood Plan. The
new Questionnaire is now available for all residents to complete and return. The
Neighbourhood Planning Team requests that all residents complete the
questionnaire, there are many ways to complete and return - online
questionnaire, fill out paper copy post it to Whimple Parish Council PO BOX 900
Exeter EX3 9BW, fill out paper copy and call Whimple Parish Council on 01404
812570 for the questionnaire to be collected, fill out paper copy and return it to a
box at any of these locations Village Stores, The Thirsty Farmer, Victory Hall or the
Hairdressers.

The Pump Track has been a great success for the village and seems to be enjoyed
by all ages. The Parish Council are working with the Cricket Club and Football
Club to try and ensure that any of the parking issues for the Pump Track are
resolved.

The Parish Council have started the process of building a new website with Vision
ICT to ensure that it meets all the Basic Accessibility requirements and look
forward to the village being able to use it soon for any information regarding the
Parish Council.

Claire Rayner, Whimple Parish Council Clerk, 01404 812570

http://whimpleparishcouncil.weeby.com
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The key to your futue peace of wuino

Marsh Barton
01392 277467

Units 1,2 & 6 The Space Place
Alphin Brook Road

Sidwell Street
01392 217328

131 Sidwell Street
Exeter

(South West) Ltd.
MASTER LOCKSMITHS
EST 1974

Marsh Barton
Exeter EX2 8RG

EX4 6RY

email: sales@guardiansecuritysw.co.uk

www.guardiansecuritysw.co.uk
JRSNSUSE KEYS
N A
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MOBILE

ONMONGERY

SECURITY SYSTEMS

Your local wireless security system experts

“LESS MESS LESS FUSS!”

» Serving the South West since 1997
* SSAIB registered installers
* Bespoke system surveys by engineers
« Installation, servicing and system upgrades
* Only the best quality products used

* A local, friendly service you can trust

“DON’T WAIT TILL IT’S TOO LATE!”

CALL US TODAY ON: 01392 487032
www.ellardsecurity.co.uk

LOCKSMITH

e SAFES

(), ) ABLOY
) AUTHORISED

e Sales, ... .e Repairs

o §@W[@umg

Andrew has over 20 years experience
in the garden machinery industry.
Previously at Otter Nurseries & more
recently at P.J.Flegg.

FOR ALL YOUR GARDEN MACHINERY NEEDS
CALL ANDREW TODAY

01404 823100/07773 579072

Moorview Industrial Estate Straightway
Head Whimple Devon. EX5 2QT
Email: lambhillgardenmachinery@hotmail.co.uk




Build Consultants

WHIMPLE CONSTRUCTION,
PLANNING & PROPERTY EXPERTS
01404 821999
RANDALL@BUILDCONSULTANTS.CO.UK
Architects Engineers Estimators
Surveyors ProjectManagers PlanningAgents
FOR

Extensions New Builds Refurbishments
Listed Building Alterations

Call or email us today for a free consultation -
or why not pop in and see us at The Hive,
opposite the Thirsty Farmer

YOURVISION, OUR EXPERIENCE
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BARRY SEAFORTH DECORATING SERVICES

Est 1979

PAINTING  WALLPAPERING

SPECIALIST FINISHES MURALS  TILING

COVING CARPENTRY ALTERATIONS

REFERENCES AVAILABLE

Call Barry on 01297 22434
or 07712 120635

or email: barryseaforth@gmail.com

Serenity

Corinne Cunningham Bookkeeping
Bespoke Dressmaker

THE INSTITUTI
DEVOII OF CERTIFIED
3 KKEEPER

Take the hassle out of your business

lLadies-wear Dressmaking and accounting by using a local bookkeeper

Alterations service. 1
Ideal for Small Businesses, Sole
Traders and Partnerships.
Wedding gowns End of year accounts prepared

Special occasion wear
Lt Vat Returns
Evening gowns and party wear
Day wear
General alterations

Self-assessment returns
Day-to-day bookkeeping

Contact Helena: 07916 135850

oneendcottage/@btinternet.com
163 4‘)"' info@serenitybookkeepingdevon.com
ca 04 822648 www.serenitybookeepingdevon.com
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Whimple Victory Hall

| am pleased to announce the Friends of the Victory Hall will be hosting a
community Platinum Jubilee Afternoon Tea on Sunday 5th June, 1.30pm until 5pm.

We plan to utilise the carpark and garden as well as the facilities inside the hall to
make the day a special community celebration. Julia Green and her singers will
entertain us with songs from the 1950s onwards and for the children there will be a
fun, crown making and decorating table - we may even have a throne to sit on.

Pimms and Ice creams will be on offer, for which there will be a small charge, but
tea, coffee, cakes and savouries will be free. Please come along, spend time with
friends and make the Queen’s Platinum Jubilee something to remember.

If you can spare some time to help on the day or make a cake or a plate of
sandwiches please let me know:

Sue Ayres, 823082 or email sueayres1@btinternet.com

If you would like to join the Friends of the Victory Hall group and help at future
events email - victoryhall.friends@outlook.com. | would love to hear from you.

Many thanks, Sue Ayres, Chairman of Whimple Victory Hall.

THE FRTENDS OF THE VICTORY HALL

Sunda June Bth] 30 5 pm
ﬂme Queens Platmum Julo Iee

Join us in the garclen and in the ha”

For a ‘Right Roya| AFternoon Tea’

INCLUDING
SONGS

From Ju|ia Green

Pimms table  Cakesand

lcecreams ~ Savouries All
And more :

Crown malﬂn Welcome

For the ch Hr
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‘ Dream Big, Work Hard, Make it Happen’
Just Ten Questions with Ann Daniels - Polar Explorer

Some of you may have previously been lucky enough to hear Ann Daniels talk
about her Polar expeditions, but my interview, I'm sure’ will still be an inspiration to
all WN readers. Having been successfully chosen from over 250 women, Ann
embarked on her first relay expedition to the Arctic in 1997 at the age of 31years.

1.  What made you go for that initial selection weekend in Dartmoor? | was
looking divorce right in the eye, | had my18 month old triplets at home and | was
in this world of difficulty. | saw the advert and thought this was something | could
do. I wasn’t actually thinking ‘North Pole’, but | felt | had to do something as | was
drowning in my difficult situation. However, when | was at the selection | began
to think WOW this could be a wonderful thing to do. We were given nine months
to prepare for the next session. So | trained hard and was chosen - The only one
not to have any experience, out of 250.

2. Did your childhood involve outdoor adventure? No, | was brought up in
Bradford. A usual city upbringing. We’d go to the local river occasionally in the
summer, but nothing outward bound. When | went to the selection | couldn’t ski,
| wasn't fit and I’d never even had a rucksack on my back.

3. Talking of rucksacks, what is your kit list like for an expedition? It’s vital for
your survival and your health, but you are pulling it all so you need to get the
lightest kit that does the most work AND you have to be able to adapt it as well.
For example, using skis & ski poles instead of tent poles. Everything is used for
more than one purpose, and has to be repaired so a repair kit is essential.
Everything freezes, so we have matchsticks taped around our Thermos flask so
you can grip and open it, and you keep your toothpaste in your sleeping bag.

4.  Where does your motivation come from, when experiencing such extreme
conditions? The first time it was all consuming as | was such a novice, but it’s the
same every time - I'm doing it for the team. That absolute desire that | have to do
my best for the team. The first time was a relay and if we’d failed as the first
group, none of the other teams would have got on the ice, so there was a huge
reason not to give up. Also, it was the first time 1'd been separated from my
children, and | couldn’t go back and say I’d given up. As the years have gone on,
it's pretty much the same except more comes into play on a professional basis. |
choose to be here and therefore | have to do my best.

5. You give many inspirational talks on leadership, what are the leadership skills
that you recognise as crucial? Real leadership is about your team not you. It really
is about supporting your team, doing the best you can and enabling your team to
perform. Because when they perform that’s when you get success.

6. How important to you is the recognition of being the first female to achieve
so many accolades? Breaking into a man’s world and paving the way for other
women is important. Getting yourself there and working in equal terms, as a
woman, is important. It's not about competing with men. We are all different and
have different skills. So it’s about being yourself and working hard.
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7. | suppose that many of us imagine the Arctic and Antarctic as being white,
cold, stark and bleak. Do you find any beauty there? They are two completely
different environments. However, the Arctic is where my heart and soul lie. It is a
moving layer of ice on a body of water. You get huge ridges which look like
mountains, but they are just ice on top of ice, on top of ice. You see aquamarine
blue where the ice may have sheared, there’s white from the snow with the sun
glinting on it. There’s a sort of glitter that looks like a christmas card, black from the
ocean, and a myriad of colours - pastels, muted and natural. It is breathtaking, it
blew my mind the first time | saw it all. I'd never felt spiritual until I'd gone there.
It's magnificent.l feel at one with the ocean and nature.

8.  What changes have you seen first hand as you have returned with regards to
global warming? Anecdotally, from 1997, on my first expedition, there was so
much more ice, more ridges, and thicker ice. Over the years I've seen it disappear.
When | did my 2002 trip we had to swim some of the journey. Scientifically,
working with NASA” I've drilled the depth of the ice and taken notation of all the
ridges over five years, and it IS disappearing. Our water around the world is now
changing, becoming more acidic with carbolic acid. It's affecting the very bottom
of the food chain. Also, as the earth warms and the fresh ice caps on the land
surrounding the Arctic Ocean melt, fresh water flows into the ocean and the salt
levels are decreasing - causing tremendous damage to the eco system.

9. Do you have an important message for us? YES. All our oceans are connected.
What happens in the Arctic and Antarctic Oceans, the very ends of our earth,
affects how we ALL live - our climate, our weather, EVERYTHING. Also, how we
live and what we do in our lives affects these Polar regions too. Very soon, the
ARCTIC ice will disappear in the summer months, for the first time ever! On a
positive note, mankind is waking up and we can make a huge difference and slow
this down and we must. We have to. We just have to. | feel very passionately about
this.

10. Finally, why Whimple? | was looking to be in this
area, close to Dartmoor. Whimple was the one village
that when | arrived | said ‘ 7Ais is the place | want to live,
this is it it’s got the feel that | want’ When | come back
to Whimple it's home! | go to these extreme places and
what you miss is stability, home, familiarity, and comfort
from people. | know everyone here, it's a great village
with a great community. | can get involved, join in and
be a real person.

In Whimple, whoever you are, you are YOU.
I love it, it’s fab.

Ann at the North
Pole in 2002 Sarah Thackeray

27



W.A.R.T.S

DATES FOR YOUR DIARY 2022:

MONDAY 27th June 2022
MONDAY 17th October 2022

We would kindly remind you:
ALL ORDERS FOR OIL SHOULD BE PLACED AT LEAST
ONE WEEK BEFORE THE ABOVE ORDER DATES!

(Minimum order: 500 litres. Please allow a further 10 days for delivery)

All existing (and potential new) members with access to e-mail may contact
Graham Batten with their order/*registration at:
gkbatten@btinternet.com .
If you are without email you may call 01404 823317
*Registration to include: Name/address/postcode and telephone number.

©ABACUS Window Cleaner

Stone Conservation

High reach hot water system

Masonry & Conservation
Specialists

Frames and doors all in

Gutters/Fascias Cleaned

Repairs to Listed and Historic Proper-
ties

Traditional Lime Mortar Repointing For that personal service

Brick Repairs - Walling Se an
Clyst St. George, Near Exeter H arris
Tel: 01392 879824 Mob: 07825 698507 81 4963
Email: info@abacusstoneconservation.co.uk 07737 419077

Web: www.abacusstoneconservation.co.uk

CoOICHPS.com




WE KNOW WHO WANTS
TO LIVE IN YOUR PROPERTY

P

ASK FOR A FREE VALUATION

FOR FRIENDLY AND PROFESSIONAL
ADVICE CALL US ON 01404 814306

www.redfernsproperty.co.uk

200plc.co.uk

Lee Maddicks David Drew

N riglhtmove,co,uk
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The club committee and membership were deeply saddened to hear of the passing
of Adrian 'Witts' Witton. Witts' contribution to Whimple Cricket Club was nothing
short of extraordinary. He will be remembered as a popular and talented cricketer,
having played and captained at all levels. He was a good friend to many club
members, past and present, and was well known to local cricketers around the
county.

Witts gave willingly of his time as a volunteer for any task that was required, but it
was his work as groundsman for which he will be particularly remembered. It is no
exaggeration to say that, under Witts' direction, Whimple has been one of the finest
places to play recreational cricket regionally, if not nationally. The plaudits of visiting
teams in local leagues, from further afield and at county level stand in
acknowledgment of this.

We rely heavily on volunteer support for everything we do, but it is volunteers such
as Witts to whom we are particularly indebted. His passion for the club and
commitment of time and effort was without fuss or fanfare, and with no expectation
of reward or recognition.

Witts will be sorely missed and we send our love and best wishes to Camilla, Luke,
Fern, and all his family and friends. In due course, we will determine the most
appropriate way to remember Witts' involvement at Whimple Cricket Club.

A busy season ahead

Fixture dates are all but confirmed for the forthcoming season and membership sign-
up is now open for adult and junior playing and social members. All latest
information is available on our website at www.whimplecc.co.uk where there will
soon be a fixtures card to download. Our winter nets program for adults and juniors
has been well underway for several weeks now, but there is still the chance to join
as we prepare for the season.

Key Dates

e Club open day/junior sign-up: Monday 18th April
(note: amended from Sunday 17th April)

e Youth training begins: 22nd April

e Sunday cricket begins: 24th April

e League cricket begins: 7th May

o All-Stars cricket begins: 27th May

e Under 11 girls softball training begins: TBC
e 12th Man music festival: 10th September
e Junior presentation night: 16th September
e End of season dinner: 15th October

e Fireworks night: 5th November
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Volunteering and support

This will continue to be a key theme for the year. We need more volunteers to make
the club sustainable. We are making a commitment to make sure all our volunteers
feel well supported and trained. We want to ask for a small amount of time from a
wider group, rather than a lot of time from a small group! We are conducting a skills
survey and if you think you can support the club in any area we hope you will step
forward. Again, more information on this can be found at www.whimplecc.co.uk.

James Woollam

Pboenix Ladies Cboir

Mondays
2.00 - 3.30 pm

Aylesbeare Village Hall
EX5 2BS

Whether you have no previous
experience or lots, we’d love to see you.
No audition required.

Please contact
Emma Palmer for more details, or if
you're interested in joining us, Covid
measures etc.
empall@icloud.com Tel:01404 823083
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COMMUNITY THEATRE 4ALL PRESENTS
e =

F aiatron %
lV\J;ar—Time efuge

Cotley Farm Barn, Woodhayes Lane, Whimple, EX5 2QR TicketSource

2 -
S A

lickefs from www.ticketsource.co.uk/communitytheatredall

Telephone Bookings 0333 666 3366 (booking fees apply) :

25th, 26th, 28th, 29th & 30th April 2022 at 8pm - Adults £12, Children (under16) £6



About ‘Talaton - A War-Time Refuge’

“Talaton - A War-Time Refuge” tells the true story of six of the twenty-three Polish
Jewish children who were evacuated from Poland, on the Kindertransport, just
before the out-break of World War Two and were ‘homed’ in Talaton. The play,
written by Tom Samson, the company’s director, is based upon extensive research,
family archives and first-hand interviews with some of those whose stories are retold
through the drama.

The story is obviously set against the backdrop of war-torn Europe but shows how,
in a small Devon community, young lives could be transformed through
understanding, care and, ultimately, love. In the words of one of the children homed
in Talaton and recently interviewed for this production, “All of our lives were
touched and changed forever by the kindness of poor, simple country folk who had
little money for themselves but opened their homes to give us shelter, care, love and
hope for the future.”

This is the story of the Kindertransport children as it happened in Talaton. This story,
in various ways, was to repeat itself throughout the country. It is a story where the
“first-hand experience’ has almost been forgotten, leaving us with the dry historical
details of those events. Through the words and writings of the survivors, the
contributions of their families and the projection of archive photographs and
documents during the performance, this ultimately uplifting story is brought back to
life and once again made known. It is also a story that speaks to us today, as once
again, as a country, we have to confront the issues concerned with vast numbers of
refugees seeking sanctuary away from the horrors of their own homes. Copies of
the play, which is historically accurate, will be available to purchase at the
performance.

For this production we will be transforming the ‘Christmas Barn” at Cotley Farm into
an open, airy, enclosed theatrical venue. We will be bringing into the venue
comfortable seating, major stage setting, lighting and sound as well as a projection
system. There will be a licenced bar open from 7.30pm and during the interval.

About the theatre company

Community Theatre 4All was formed in September 2015 and draws its membership
primarily from the villages of Talaton, Whimple and the surrounding area. The
company gave its first performance, “Godspell”, in St Mary’s church Whimple in
March 2016. Since this time the group has been highly active producing a wide
range of work and performing in many different venues. “Godspell” was followed
by an original piece called “In Remembrance of a Lost Generation”. This play told
the stories of the men whose lives are commemorated on the Talaton, Whimple and
Escot First World War memorials. The play was performed in both Talaton and
Whimple. Further work has included, amongst other productions, an open-air
presentation of ‘A Midsummer Night's Dream’, a four-week tour of local village halls
with an evening of comic Victorian Melodramas and, most recently, five
performances of ‘Joseph and the Amazing Technicolour Dreamcoat’, which was
performed in St Mary’s Church Whimple in March 2019 (just before the first ‘lock
down’).
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CHRISTIAN AID WEEK 2022

. The erosive concern that the circumstances of our lives could
spiral out of control and that we could be very badly affected
by Covid is an experience many had over the last 2+ years. For some, that has been
the tragic reality. Alongside is evidence that people care deeply for their hurting
neighbours and help in whatever practical ways they can, which really matters.

Last year in Whimple, when the pandemic was already 14 months old, something
amazing happened. Vi