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The Thirsty Farmer  
 

WHIMPLE, EXETER,  DEVON,  EX5 2QQ 
 

Telephone: 01404 822287 

www.thirstyfarmer.co.uk 

TRADITIONAL HOSPITALITY AT ITS BEST 
——— 

Varied A La Carte Menu changed daily 

alongside traditional ‘Farmers Favourites’ 
———a 

Great Selection of fine Wines 
——— 

Open all day Friday, Saturday & Sunday 

— 
 

QUIZ NIGHT EVERY OTHER 
SUNDAY   

Starts at 8.30pm 
EVERYONE WELCOME! 

 
 

Music Date 

26th June Indigo Charlie 
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WHAT‘S ON IN WHIMPLE 
 
June 
12th Pre-School Summer Fair 10am-12.00noon; Victory Hall Garden 
13th Church Fete, 2.30 pm, Hindstrete 
16th WOW meeting 8.00pm 
18th Hog Roast and Grill-a-Bishop, 6.30 pm, Cotley Farm (see page 15) 
18th Bingo at the Cricket Club 
22nd Parish Council Meeting, Victory Hall, 7.00pm 
27th WOW Plastic & Cardboard Collection, Village Car Park, 10.00 -11.00am 
28th Whiteways Employees Reunion, (see page 42) 
 

July 
  4th Village Breakfast 10.00am-12.00 noon, Victory Hall  
  4th WAC4Y Celebration and Bike Auction, Parish Field, 4.00-7.00 pm 
 

4th - 12th Village Week, see centre pages for details 
 

  9th Whimple Tennis Club Summer Social, Tennis Club, 7.00-9.00pm 
17th Bingo at the Cricket Club 
26th  WOW Plastic and Cardboard Collection, Village Car Park,  
 10.00-11.00am 
27th Parish Council Meeting, Victory Hall, 7.00pm 
31st Guided Village Walk, starting from the Heritage Centre, 6.15 pm details 

page 41 
 

August 
  7th Guided Village Walk, starting from the Heritage Centre, 6.15 pm details 

page 41 
  7th Bingo at the Cricket Club 
  8th VPA show. See page 17 and notices for details 
 

September 
28th Parish Council Meeting, Victory Hall, 7.00pm 
 

 
Please use the Whimple Diary held in the Post Office for checking availability of 
venues and booking events. 
If your Association has an event which you would like listed above please 
contact Nicky Hitchcock on 823194 or e-mail nickyjhitch@tiscali.co.uk 
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PETER SALTER A.I.R.T.E. 

MOBILE MOTOR ENGINEER 
(Member Institute of Road Transport Engineers) 

 

Servicing & M.O.T. Preparation 

Engine Overhauls & Bodywork Welding 

Cars & Commercial Vehicles 

 

Telephone: Whimple (01404) 823054 

Talaton Inn 
 

Good Ales, Good Food 

Pop in and say Hello 
 

Tel: 822214  

Sunday Lunch - Daily Specials 

Bar Menu and Snacks 

Restaurant open Tuesdays to 

Saturday Evening 
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Ed the Ed 
 

I hope you are impressed with our grand cover for this edition – thanks to 
Kevin Thompson for that. Believe it or not, gentle reader, we are celebrating as 
this edition is number 60 for this Editorial team, which means that it is 10 years 
since Peter Smith asked interested people to meet at his house and resurrect 
the Whimple News. David and Sarah Smith had battled valiantly to keep the 
magazine going, but as a brave team of two, enough was enough. They did 
some sterling work to keep the magazine alive whilst in their care, as did the 
previous teams of village-spirited people before them. The current team 
believe that we are making a valuable contribution to our lovely village, and 
we plan to continue to do so for a long time.  

This edition is always my favourite, because it contains all the details of the 
Village Week on the centre pages, and this is when Whimple excels itself with 
activities for all the village. Many people have given up a lot of time to make 
this Week a success, so please support all the events and have lots of fun!! 

You will see that the Bra Babes successfully completed the Moonwalk, and 
Miles and I are extremely proud of both of them – well done Viv and Nicky 
(whoops – I meant the current Mrs H – she may get ideas above her station). 
We can now have walks at a reasonable pace, even with conversations. Am I 
lucky or what? 

I see that Whimple had its 15 minutes of fame with the ‗emu‘ story. When I 
first heard it, I was more concerned with how Rod Hull had dealt with being 
dragged around the village. There was a great quote in one of the local papers, 
with the owner describing the runaway as ‗our breeding male‘. I think that his 
language may have been a little riper once he got him home! However, I 
couldn‘t believe how low someone could stoop to obtain some cheap 
publicity for a scaffolding firm from this escape – but Geoff Delves did. Typical 
pirate! See later in this edition.  

It is worrying to see that the current Whimple Church family are planning an 
act of horrific cannibalism later this month when they proudly boast that they 
will be grilling a Bishop. And MPs think they have had it hard! 

I am pleased to report that the legs are out and cycling; I appear to be a good 
four weeks later than last year, but is just hasn‘t been warm enough for me!. I 
am also in good company as I see that PC Jim Tyrell is now patrolling the 
village on his special police bike, which I think is great.  

Enjoy the rest of our summer and if you want to contribute an article, please 
either leave it with SO@thePO (not forgetting the splendid Alison, the Queen 
of the Wight Walk – well done Alison!) or post it through time and space to 
Pam Scanlan‘s official carer, Bob on bob.scanlan@eclipse.co.uk by Monday 
13th July.  

EdH 
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EXETER CARAVAN 

CENTRE 

For Sale - pre-owned caravans 

also caravans sold on owners behalf. 

Caravans always bought and sold. 

01404 822116 

or 

07985 179399 

London Road, Whimple 

  

 

 

CAPITAL & 
CITY TAXIS 

 

 01392 433 433 

 

 FOR ALL YOUR 
AIRPORTS, 

SEAPORTS & EXETER 
STATIONS 
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 News from Whimple Post Office  
 

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 

I would just like to say a huge thank you for the tremendous support given to 
me by our kind customers of Whimple who have donated so generously to 
the Earl Mountbatten Hospice by sponsoring me to ‗Walk the Wight‘. 

My family and I are trying to raise as much money as possible for this 
wonderful organisation, which cared for my brother during his last few 
weeks. I think anyone who has benefited from the help of a hospice for a 
loved one, will understand when I say they really are a true comfort during 
such dark days. I am still counting the money but already I am well past the 
£200.00 target set by the Post Office, who will kindly give the same amount. 

The walk itself went well. We could have done without the torrential 
downpour during miles 2 - 4, however the gale force winds soon dried us out 
when it eventually stopped. Many people fell victim to the six inches of sticky 
mud caused by 12,000 pairs of boots, and displayed mud encrusted bottoms, 
backs, arms, and heads (how did it get there?) as a badge of honour. The 
atmosphere was positive and supporting as I think most people walked in the 
memory of a loved one; the camaraderie was uplifting. 

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 

Just a reminder for those of you who bank with Halifax, you can now 
withdraw money from the Post Office counter with debit card and pin 
number, along with Barclays, Lloyds, Alliance and Leicester, and Co-op. There 
is no charge for this service. Every banking transaction is valuable to us, 
please ask for a complete list of banking transactions we can provide for you, 
and save yourself that trip into town. 

Thanking you all for your continuing support. 

Jim & Alison 

 

 
Whimple Victory Hall 

Join us for a 
Village Breakfast 

with stalls in the Victory Hall car park 
10.00am  - 12.00noon Saturday 4th July 

by the Soup and Sarnie Team 
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 FROM MY WINDOW IN THE SQUARE 

Edith Marie-Louise Grout 

Now that summer is in flower and nature is humming with butterflies, songs 
and scented roses, I am happy and contented in my garden. This simple poem 
by Robert Burns depicts the moment so well: 
 

A Rosebud by my early walk 
Adown a corn-enclosed bawlk 
Sae a gently bent thorny stalk 

All on a dewy morning 
Ere twice the shades o‘dawn are fled 

In a‘ its crimson glory spread 
And drooping rich its dewy head 

It scents the early morning 
 

So thou dear bird, young Jeany fair 
On trembling string or vocal air 

Shall sweetly pay the tender care 
That tends they early morning! 

So thou sweet rosebud young and gay 
Shall beauteous blaze upon the day 
And bless the parents evening ray 

That watch thy early morning! 
 

In the last week of April, as I was walking around The Square, a scent so sweet 
wafted through the air and as I arrived by the rosebushes I saw that they were 
in bloom; on the rooftop a blackbird was singing a happy air. It was magic. It 
made me think of a saying by Martin Luther, the German priest, Christian 
reformer and founder of Protestantism:- ―Could a man make only one such 
rose as this he would be thought worthy of an honour, but the gifts of God in 
our eyes lose their value for their very infinity‖. 

In nature‘s garden the rose has always reigned supreme, inspiring poets, 
painters, writers, composers and gardeners, not forgetting photographers, as a 
symbol of love, purity, tenderness, perfection of the mystic rose. It is the most 
sensuous romantic flower. Everybody has a favourite rose. I am greedy, I have 
three: Rosa ‗Gallica Versicolor‘ also known as ‘Gloria Mundi‘, which is one of 
the most ancient and is very vigorous. I have been able to give away many of 
these plants to my friends who find them delightful. The second is ‗Souvenir 
de la Malmaison‘ beloved by Empress Josephine Bonaparte. Last but not least 
is Rosa ‗Cecile Brunner‘ a miniature rose in colour of delicate pink and salmon 
peach, known as the gentleman‘s buttonhole, very scented and delicate. 
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In his delightful book The Little Prince, Antione de St Exupery said the rose was 
the flower of the heart. It is also known as the true image of life. I find that having 
a few roses in a slender silver vase by Jack‘s photo‘ is a heaven on Earth. 

I am sure you are like me and love walking in the garden surrounded by beauty, 
colour, scent, melodious bird songs. Our gardens are also full of living legends. 
That lovely saying ―gather ye rosebuds while ye may; old time is still a-flying and 
that same flower that smiled today, tomorrow will be dying‖ If you think of it, all 
the garden flowers originated from wild and simple blooms like the dog-rose. It is 
thanks to the sense of discovery, marvel of explorers and horticulturalists that 
their beauty was enhanced. Visiting gardens, opening your own garden to the 
public has become widespread and gives enormous pleasure to so many - 
wonderful places to explore and discover. I am thinking of The Lost Gardens of 
Heligan in Cornwall. Completely overgrown and abandoned to nature, 
brambles, nettles and all. Heligan is a modern day miracle; it provides a 
dazzlingly real experience of a lost way of life, almost something of the order of 
the world of science fiction.  

By a strange coincidence which I call ‗Holy coincidence‘ a few people met and 
discussed the subject of that desolate family estate which before the Second 
World War was such a show ground with the most exotic plants like the growing 
of pineapples no less. That group for some unknown reason fell headlong in love 
with that remarkable ghost, they all had dreams and, thanks to their passion, 
determination, their super human energy, enthusiasm and vision helped by a 
tremendous team of workers, they were inspired to bring back to life the beauty 
of the extensive Tremayne estate. As the new President of the United States 
would say ―Yes we can‖. But what is so amazing is that this story does not end 
there. Tim Smit wrote in his book - The Lost Gardens of Heligan ―I remember 
surfacing down the bottom of a flooded clay pit in October 1987 after a diving 
accident which I feared would do me‖. 

It is from this day a new dream gradually came true – The Eden Project. It just 
exploded into one of the most gigantic adventures of such far reaching vision 
and the creation of it is thanks to teams of motivated gardeners and scientists. 
Millions of people visit it constantly and new ideas emerge, educating future 
generations in the art of horticulture. I have been very fortunate to meet Tim 
Smit at Heligan in 1997, when I was part of a group of garden lovers - Boxwood 
Garden Tours, created by a dear friend of mine Sue McDonald, a graduate from 
Kew. Tim Smit took us round and we too fell headlong in love with Heligan. An 
unforgettable experience and what I remember also was the special smile of Tim 
Smit. 

I had a friendly smile I gave that smile away 
The milkman and the postman seemed glad of it each day 

I always give my smile away as thoughtless as can be 
And every time how wonderful that smile returns to me 
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TAYLOR MADE DRIVING 
 

Beginners 

Pass plus 

Pre 17 lessons 

Refresher lessons 
 Diamond advanced driving 

Motorway driving 

****** 

Theory & Hazard Perception Tuition 

****** 

Male & Female instructors 

High 1st time pass rate 

****** 

Patient, Friendly & fun tuition 

****** 

A local independent driving school 

Teaching local people to 

 

“DRIVE FOR LIFE” 

 

CALL FREE 0800 652 66 69 

Andrew & Jill Taylor 
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UNISEX HAIRDRESSERS 

 Advanced Colour Courses with L’Oreal and Wella 

Open: Tues - Saturday: Late Night by appointment.  

Free parking by kind permission of the Thirsty Farmer 

TEL 01404 823400 
New Inn Cross, Whimple. Devon. EX5 2TS  

 

 

Feeling stressed?     

Can’t relax? 
 

Reflexology                                                                                

may help you. 
 

For more information              

call Ali Thomas on                 

823797 or 07812-575028.       
 

 BSc.   ITEC   MAR   MCThA 
 

Gift Vouchers available 
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 Whimple Church 

GARDEN 
FETE 

Saturday 13th June 

2.30pm 

Hindstrete 

Church Road 

Cream Teas . Stalls . Competitions 

Whimple School Choir 

Admission Free 

In Victory Hall if wet 
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West One  Hair Design 
 

For Ladies and Gentlemen 
3, The Old Village Hall, West Hill Road, West Hill, 

(Nr West Hill Garage) 
 

 for an appointment please call 01404  814913 or 

Call in for free Consultation. 

 

  

 Our qualifications include Hairdressing NVQ 1& 2 

Diplomas in: Toni & Guy advanced Technical Colouring, Colour Correction, L’Oreal 
Colour Keys, Techniques 2000, Cutting and Perming. 

 

 

 

The Veterinary Clinic, Whimple 

Where your animals health is our top priority 
 

 Consultations by appointment 

We also offer routine surgery and dental treatment. 
 

 For an appointment and for all veterinary enquiries, please call the surgery on 

 01404 823230 
 

 Surgery Hours:  

Monday and Wednesday 5.00pm – 7.00pm 

Tuesday and Thursday  8.45am – 9.45am & 3.30pm – 5.45pm 

Friday 3.30pm – 5.45pm 

Saturdays 10.30am – 12.00 noon 

All afternoons will be staffed by a Receptionist from 2.30p.m. 
  

24 hour emergency service 01404 823230 



14 

 

 

 Monthly Programme of Services 

 1st  Sunday   8.00am  Holy Communion  
   11.00am  Celebration Service  

 2nd Sunday 11.00am  Holy Communion 
   10.45am S club11/Impact in the Scout Hut 

 3rd Sunday   8.00am  Holy Communion 
   11.00am  Morning Service 

 4th Sunday 11.00am  Holy Communion 
   10.45am S club11/Impact in the Scout Hut 

 5th Sunday 11.00am Joint Benefice Communion 

This year we are celebrating 1100 years of the Church of England in Devon, and 
to mark the occasion in Whimple we are hosting a Hog Roast and Grill-a-Bishop at 
Cotley Farm on 18th June.   This will be a great event to which everyone in the 
village, as well as the wider Deanery is invited.  Please see  the church magazine 
for details of other events in the Deanery that week.  

Our Saturday Morning Coffee sessions have now commenced, with tea, coffee 
and home made cakes being served in church from 10:15 to 12:00pm 
every Saturday (except 13th June & 8th August).  Please do come in 
and join us, and also take the opportunity to stock up on Fair Trade 

goods from the stall which will be open at these times.  

We have now set up a lending library in church which is open to everyone.  
There are books suitable for those investigating Christianity, books to 
help us better understand the Bible, as well as others relating to 
Christian life generally.  The church is open every day - so do have a 
browse.  

We would love to welcome you at our Church Fete on Saturday 13th 
June, 2:30pm at Hindstrete, Church Road.  Come and pillory a pastor, 
or bash-the-rat as well as browse the usual stalls and games and enjoy 
a cream tea.  We are delighted that the choir of Whimple School will 

be singing for us this year.   There will something for everyone — bring the whole 
family. 

Thank you to the many in the village who have supported Christian Aid Week 
again this year.  Your gifts will be used to help relieve poverty across the world.  

We look forward to welcoming you at Whimple Church where there is a variety 
of styles of service, and children‘s and young people‘s groups for all ages.  Please 
do join us! 

WHIMPLE CHURCH 
www.whimplechurch.org 
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Flower Show – Breaking News! 

 

A few years ago someone complained to us that, ‗the schedule is always the same 
year after year‘. Since then we have tried to keep making  alterations albeit they 
have often been fairly minor. Last year the pace of change hotted up with the 
much higher degree of co-operation with Whimple School, which lead to the 
fantastic scarecrows outside the Hall. We also gave out medallions with our cups 
and introduced some separate cups for flower versus vegetable growers. 

This year there are other new developments. The Playgroup are preparing a group 
entry for us which promises to be really eye-catching. Instead of scarecrows, the 
school are working on – amongst other things I must add – the ancient art of 
weaving. We hope to have lots of colourful weavings adorning the hall. This year 
we have taken advice and  put a lot of thought into our flower arranging classes, 
and really hope this will tempt more of you to have a go. Everyone loves to see the 
floral arrangements and last year there were frankly just not enough! To ring the 
changes there will be a new judge for these classes but luckily we won‘t lose Edith 
Grout who is moving over to assist with judging of the junior exhibits, something 
she is much in demand for at other local shows. 

We have splashed out and purchased a new cup – full silver plate too! This we 
have christened the Frances Pratt Memorial Cup. And we will be awarding a 
special Men Only cup this year for the chap who can amass the most points over 
just two classes – one cake and one flower arrangement; so we hope this will 
engage your creative sides and generate some good-natured, but bloodthirsty, 
competition! There was some discussion at our meeting as to whether a ‗men 
only‘ cup was sexist or not. It possibly is and there is no reason why a future show 
might not have a ‗women‘s only‘ version. Personally I shall be pushing for a 
‗surname beginning with B and drives a Mondeo‘ cup! 

We hope this has whetted your appetite for what we want to make the biggest, 
the best, and the most well attended Show ever. Please make a note of the date 
now (Saturday August 8th) and try to support the event in some way. We would 
love to see you there. Schedules are now printed but not yet delivered to the P.O., 
Milestone, and Graham‘s. Either hang on a week or two, or if you want to know 
the class titles now give me a ring or an ‗e‘ (latter preferred). Advance notice of the 
photography classes is always useful so here they are:- ‗Mode of Transport‘; 
Westcountry Landmark‘; ‗Snowy scene‘; ‗Shadows‘; ‗A photo suggesting a well 
known song title‘, and finally ‗A Botanical Subject‘. 

LAST WORD:- We are planning something really BIG for 2010 which will involve 
the VPA issuing a challenge to other village organisations to make 
‗something‘ (we‘ve got an idea of what but will keep that under wraps for now ) in 
return for which we will award, for one year, one of the classiest beautiful silver 
cups you have ever seen. Watch this space. 

Andy Bratt Show Secretary. 
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Tel: 01404 822422 

Higher 
Slewton 

Whimple 
Rosemarie Burrows 

CHAIR CANING 

RUSH SEATING 

SKEINED WILLOW 

Tel: 07749 715187  

 

Tom Vanneck 
 

Furniture Restorer 

& 

French Polisher 
 

Modern & antique 

commissions undertaken.  

 

Tel. 01392 860502 

Mob. 07812810846 

 
 

At your service 

01404 81 55 44 (office) 

07891 72 55 36 (mobile) 
Gavin France, 8 Shutes Mead 

Ottery St May EX11 1EE 

Heritage 
Private Hire 
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Records & Pop Memorabilia  

Wanted 

 

                     

HDR 

Good prices paid for the following 
 

Records. CD’s, Rock & concert Memorabilia 
 

Tour Programmes/ Old Tickets/ Magazines/ Sheet Music 

All types of  music, large or small collections 
 
Rock - Pop - 50’s - 60’s - 70’s - Punk - 80’s 
 

John W Griffiths 
Phone: 01404 823480 
Mobile: 07836 369740 
Email: hdicksrecords@yahoo.co.uk 

 

THIRSTY FARMER DINERS CLUB 
The current Mrs H and I went to the first ‗club night‘ in late March. We were 
unsure what to expect, but once through those unknown doors(!) we saw a 
disparate/desperate bunch of well known bon viveurs of the village. Nevertheless, 
we still stayed.  

The idea behind the Diners Club is to involve interested customers in selecting 
some of the dishes for the ‗Specials‘ Board during the following month. So for 
example, at this particular event, we were served 3 different starters ; these 
consisted of smoked mackerel with sweet vegetables, ham terrine with home 
made piccalilli, and a buffalo mozzarella wrap. As we munched our way through 
these we were making notes to help us with the final voting. The three main 
courses we had were rabbit, skate wing and a vegetarian option of baby 
vegetables under Lyonnaise potatoes.  

As an opportunity to try three starters and main courses. It is a great idea and well 
done to Vicki for her creativity in trying to get more customers through the door. It 
is also a chance to meet people who you may not normally speak to in the village, 
so you get a double bonus for going! 

The winners for the night were the buffalo wrap, and the skate wing……so next 
time you see this advertised, give it a try and give your taste buds an evening out.    
Ed.H 
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Oh What a Night…………. 
 

After many months of training and lives dominated by walking, the 16th May 
finally arrived and we caught the train up to London for the Moonwalk. The train 
was busy and at each station we watched as more women wearing their 
Moonwalk t-shirts got on. In the taxi on the way to the hotel we passed the 
entrance to the ‗pink city‘, an enormous bright pink marquee where we were 
due to gather later that evening. After a leisurely lunch in Notting Hill and a 
restful afternoon back at the hotel we donned our decorated bras and walking 
gear and went to Hyde Park to register. Hyde Park was full of people in their 
pink or white baseball caps (pink meant you were doing the full moon of 26.3 
miles and a white cap meant you were doing the half moon of 12 Miles). We 
waved goodbye to our gallant support team of Miles and Ed at the entrance, 
collected our space blanket and see-through plastic cape (in case it rained) and 
went to join the party in the marquee. There were 17,000 walkers this year and 
both the marquee and a large area outside were packed with women in their 
bras. The imagination and creativity that went into decorating some of these 
bras were amazing. The walkers were sent off in four groups – unfortunately Viv 
and I were in pink group which were the last to be sent off at midnight meaning 
we had over 3 hours to kill. The BBC Big Band, Blake (a classical pop group) and 
Paul O‘ Grady who did the half moonwalk, entertained us but it was still a long, 
cold wait when you are eager just to get going. Eventually our turn arrived and 
4,000 members of the pink group did the countdown at the start line and off we 
went.  

The first few miles were frustratingly slow due to the volume of people but it 
gave us a chance to marvel at the sight of the long snake of bobbing baseball 
caps as far as the eye could see, both in front of us and behind us. The 
atmosphere was fantastic; a few hardy supporters were out to cheer us all on – a 
few drunks woke up to see thousands of women stream past in their bras and 
must have thought they were dreaming!  The atmosphere was great, a lot of the 
walk was along the Thames Embankment where late night revellers gave us 
some noisy encouragement and cars and taxis were tooting their horns all night 
as they drove past. We saw the London Eye lit up at night, the Houses of 
Parliament, Horseguards and walked right past Harvey Nicks and Harrods both 
of which were closed! The hardest time for me was between 18-24 miles when 
the body was tired but there was still a way to go. Having not lost sight of each 
other despite the crowds, on a long straight piece of road lined with trees the 
whole length, we got parted – I rang Viv who asked where I was and the best 
my tired brain could manage was – I am stood by a tree – luckily sense kicked 
in, we found a landmark and reunited. The last 3 miles were back in Hyde Park 
and soon we could hear the sounds of the loud speakers and the cheers as 
walkers finished. At 24 miles it felt really emotional to see Ed and Miles stood at 
the side of the path cheering us on – the boost this gave us sent us speeding 
over the finish line in a times of 7hrs 50mins.  
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We were fortunate to finish unscathed – all the training and the hydration and 
nutrition advice paid off – we saw many walkers being treated by medics, unable 
to finish.  

It is an incredible feeling having finished the walk and I did enjoy it. Would I do it 
again? Probably not, there are other challenges that can be done. Would I 
recommend anyone else to do it? Absolutely.  

I would like to say a huge thanks to the support team of Ed and Miles. Ed has been 
a constant motivator, his positive backing for this event has kept me going. He also 
deserves a medal for ringing me every hour through the night while we were 
walking to offer words of encouragement. 

Also thanks to my friend and walking partner Viv whose idea this was, for the 
planning and inspiration and also the company on the miles we walked around 
Whimple in rain and shine.  

Finally but by no means least, to everyone in Whimple who generously sponsored 
us and have been so supportive, a big thank you – unfortunately this means we will 
now be chasing you for your sponsor money. Hopefully I will see everyone in the 
coming days otherwise money can be dropped off in the post-box of Dairy 
Cottage.  

Nicky Hitchcock 

……………. and from Viv 
 

Participating in and completing the London Moonwalk with Nicky this year was 
an amazing experience. 

Thinking back over the past 12 months we have so many people to thank. 

Between us Nicky and I have raised just over £1700, at least £600 of that was 
from people here in the village, a combination of the collection we did at the 
Panto and from sponsorship. To all of you that contributed – thank you so 
much. 

Gina from Southbrook Lodge Clinic is not only our walking partner but has kept 
us both on the road with her fabulous massages.  

One of the key features of the Moonwalk is the fact that you walk with your bra 
on show! A huge thank you has to go to Zena Calverley for creating us the most 
fabulous bras which certainly helped give us the courage to whip off our tops 
after just 2 miles! 

Just like Marathon runners, Marathon walkers experience ‗the wall‘. For walkers 
it is less aggressive but lasts longer and kicks in at roughly the same point, which 
is anywhere from 17 miles. Just after daybreak I certainly felt as if I was at my 
lowest point.  

(cont‘d)
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I switched on my mobile and was instantly overwhelmed by the number of texts 
and messages of support that people had sent us during the course of the night. 
To all of you, thank you so very much – those messages really did see us 
through the hardest part of the walk.  

Finally (just call me Kate Winslet!) thank you to Ed and Miles who have been 
brilliant in their support and encouragement from the moment we decided to 
embark on the whole Moonwalk thing. 

Miles in particular deserves his own medal. One week prior to the Moonwalk I 
tore my calf muscle, ended up in A&E and then spent the following 4 days on 
crutches. Not only did he end up ferrying me to work and physio appointments 
but he also had to deal with the emotional fall out of me wondering if I was 
actually going to get to the Start line let along the Finish line! 

Walk the Walk hope to raise £6 million from the event – money which will go 
to breast cancer research and for the care of those with cancer. 

Viv Leonard 
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D C CARPENTRY AND JOINERY 
  

  

 KITCHENS   ( Design, supply & installation ) 

 BUILT IN WARDROBES   ( Hand-made to order ) 

 DECKING   ( Many years experience, homes, schools, hotels) 

 GENERAL CARPENTRY  ( Doors, windows, loft conversions) 

 HAND MADE FURNITURE   ( Benches, tables, chairs ) 

 OAK JOINERY SPECIALIST   ( Kitchens, wardrobes, doors) 

 GARDEN   ( Summer houses, log cabins, sheds ) 

 SMOKING SHELTERS  ( New design for the smoking ban ) 

 DRIVEWAY GATES  ( Made to order and installed ) 
 

 HONEST, FRIENDLY & RELIABLE SERVICE  - COMPETITIVE RATES – 
PRIVATE AND COMMERCIAL - 20 YEARS EXPERIENCE – QUALIFIED 

TRADESMEN 
 

 www.dcdecking.com     email: dcdecking@aol.com 
TEL: 01404 822126    Mobile:  07980 889968 
 

 
For all your daily requirements  

of 

MILK, CREAM, EGGS, FRUIT JUICE  

ORGANIC, SOYA & GOATS MILK 

NEWSPAPERS & MAGAZINES 

POTATOES, FRUIT & VEGETABLES 

also 

BIRD FOOD REQUIREMENTS AT COMPETITIVE RATES 

Delivered to your door 

SPIT ROAST SERVICES ALSO AVAILABLE 

Please contact 

VICTOR & MARIAN DANIEL 

Summerbridge, Whimple, Devon 

01404 822458  
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Whimple Victory Hall 

 

Come and Join us for a 

Soup and Sarnie Lunch 
 

12.00noon until 1.30pm 

on Saturday 27th June  

and Saturday  25th July 
 

There will be no Soup and Sarnie Lunch in August 
 

 



25 

 

 

OVER 65‘s CHRISTMAS PARTY  
 

This will take place on Friday 4th December. 

Unfortunately, due to rising costs, it cannot continue in its present format.  
Our main income is from the cricket club who run a Bingo evening every year 
and raise around £200.  Without their wonderful support we would not have 
continued this long.  We also have income from the raffle and other small 
donations, but the total falls well short of the cost of over £10 per head. 

We also had a very generous donation which paid for the entertainment last 
year. 

We would like to be able to continue the party but we need to look at ways of 
making ends meet, and would welcome any views from you. 

One suggestion, in the absence of any additional funding, is that we continue 
the meal as in previous years, include a pre-dinner drink and a glass of wine 
with the meal and have a cash bar for all other drinks.   

Please come back to me with any comments or ideas. 

ANN BOWDEN    Tel. 01404 823450 

 

   

 

 Solar Heating Made Simple 
 

 

LOCAL FAMILY RUN BUSINESS FOR ADVICE CALL: 

Tel: 01404 823880 or Mobile: 07906 255326 
Email: info@solarsimplicity.co.uk  Website: www.solarsimplicity.co.uk 

 

· Generate Up To 70% Hot Water free 

· Reduce Carbon Emissions And Climate Change 

· Government Grant Available  

· South West Generates Highest Solar Radiation In UK 

· Installation Adds Value To Your Home 

· Free Suitability survey by BPEC installer 
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Apple juice, Cider, Eggs, Pork, 
Fruit & Vegetables 

 

Berry Farm 

Please call Jenny on 01404 823930 
Or visit us in Clyst St Lawrence 

Update on W.A.R.T.S. 
 

Our last oil order was made on 27th April and attracted 28 
households to purchase between them 18,800 litres. We 
managed to accomplish better than a 12% 
improvement on the price of a single load of 500 litres  
and paid a price of 29.85 pence per litre. The next 
order will be placed on 27th July for delivery shortly 
thereafter and this time around we can expect a good number more households 
to be ordering. Naturally we are enthusiastic about achieving an even greater 
economy. 

For those who have not yet joined  W.A.R.T.S. (Whimple Against Rising Tariffs) for 
their oil supplies and are keen to do so please contact either :- 

For people without access to e-mail :- John Aiton on 01404 823155 

and for those that do, myself, Graham Batten at gkbatten@btinternet.com  

with your name, address, postcode, contact telephone number(s) and in the case 
of an application to Graham, your e-mail address . 

NB - We now have around 100 households in the buying group. 

Please remember to notify your order in good time ahead of the order dates 
published. We cannot deal with latecomers due to the extra admin this entails.  
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WHIMPLE 
 

 
The Perfect Village 

“A great community, good amenities and 
excellent accessibility” 

 
 
 
 
 
 

We have a constant stream of enquiries for 
property of all types in and around Whimple. 

 
ASK FOR A FREE VALUATION 

 
01404 814306 

www.redfernsproperty.co.uk 
 

Tim Wright 
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Whimple Pre-school Summer Fair 
Friday 12th June  10 am - 12noon 

Victory Hall Garden 
 
 
 
 

Stalls, games, face painting and more 
Come along, have some fun and support your local 

pre-school 
 

(Any donations of  plants, toys, books, cakes etc.,  
gratefully received. Please drop off at pre-school) 

            0800 1076063  Tel: 
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 Need a Bike? Have one to Sell? 

WHEEL and DEAL 

at the WAC4Y 

BIKE AUCTION 

Saturday 4th July 

Work has already begun on the new track, BMX jumps and play 
equipment. As part of the celebrations to launch the new facilities, 

WAC4Y will be holding a bike auction on the parish field. 

Bring your bike along (any condition) and auction it. 

Seller gets all the money. 

More information to follow  

 In the mean time - get rummaging 

Whimple Under 11‘s Cricket Team 
 

The Whimple U11‘s cricket team have had a mixed start  to the season. In their 
first game they triumphed on a chilly night at Sidmouth. Then in their next game 
against Axminster they lost by one run in a really exciting contest with most of 
the attending parents losing their voices on the day. 

The boys who are managed by Dave Fielding, have been training during the 
close season on Tuesday nights at Westexe School in Exeter, being coached by 
Trevor Griffin. 

Whimple U11‘s pictured at Axminster 
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BEST KEPT VILLAGE COMPETITION 2009 

 
 

A big thank you from the VPA and Whimple Parish Council to all those 
who helped pick up litter during the Community Litter Pick Day held at the 
end of April. Many turned out and some were even happy to don the, not-
so-flattering florescent jackets acquired for the day – the village looked 
great.  

The judges will visit Whimple on three separate occasions from May until 
the end of August – so we ask that everyone continues to do their bit by 
taking home their litter – or even picking up litter when it‘s seen. 

DID YOU KNOW THAT YOU CAN PUT ORDINARY LITTER INTO DOG 
BINS – but remember, you can‘t put dog litter into ordinary litter bins. 

The Best Kept Village Competition isn‘t about flowers, it‘s about our pride 
in our environment and doing the best with what we‘ve got – and you 
have to admit we‘ve got a lot. 

KEEP WHIMPLE TIDY 
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BARRY SEAFORTH DECORATING SERVICES 
 

                                                                                                         Est 1979 
 
 

                                                       PAINTING      WALLPAPERING 
 

                                        SPECIALIST FINISHES   MURALS    TILING 
 

                                         COVING     CARPENTRY    ALTERATIONS 
      

                                                      REFERENCES AVAILABLE 
 
 

                                                           Call Barry 01395 513729 

                                                      Free Estimates 
                                                        

M P SMALL ENGINES 
Mike Persey 

 

SERVICE &REPAIR TO 
 

All makes and types of 
Horticultural / Garden 

Forestry and Small Agricultural 
Machinery 

 

Specialist in the repair of older 
Machinery and Sports Club machinery 

 

Makeovers and rebuilds undertaken 
 

New machinery at competitive prices 
 

Collection Service  

Little Cot 

Hembury Fort 

Honiton 

Devon 

EX14 3LE 
 

Tel  

01404 841699 

Mobile  

07976725516 
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Please support this great community week and  the 
many organisations we are so fortunate to have. 



33 

 

Co-ordinated by the Friends of Whimple School 
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Game set and wrinkle repair 

 

Luxuriantly framed by hedges and trees, the local tennis club‘s court is somewhat 
prone to shade and damp.  Spring was the opportune moment for a facial and 
now the court is positively radiant. The full works – in the form of cleaning and 
moss removal - was performed by Paul Bartlett of Surface Cleaning Services in 
Sturminster Newton, Dorset. After six hours of high-density mist treatment, the 
greenish slippery layer that had built up – all the more easily since the repainting 
of the court two years ago - was removed to reveal a healthier complexion.  

There is so much more to tarmac than meets the eye.  It‘s quite sensitive - you 
wouldn‘t put bleach on it because a caustic reaction would result, producing an 
oily effect which would inhibit drainage. And pressure washers are far too 
abrasive: they break up the surface. It is important to ensure mud and grit are not 
carried on to the court for the same reason, said Paul.   An expert with an evident 
feel for the substrata of the particular surface he is working on, Paul explained 
that tarmac courts are constructed over a sub-base with first a binding layer of 
tarmacadam and then a finer layer on top, which is porous too. The better the 
drainage through the pores, the drier and more moss-resistant is the court.  The 
repainting of the court had inevitably partially blocked this process, allowing 
small depressions in which moss could accumulate.  However, we were glad to 
hear that the court was in remarkably good condition for its age; that drainage 
was good (a litre of water poured onto the surface withstood the ‗disappear in 
four seconds' test); and despite having been laid crossways rather than in long 
strips, the surface is fairly even.  There are some cracks, but these can be 
repaired. 

The tennis club has its cleanse, tone and moisturize work cut out.  Weeds must 
be prevented, so spraying at the edges is always recommended, keeping an eye 
out for primitive Horse Tail and couch grass.  (Couch rhizomes, you may be 
heartened to know, have been found to survive at a depth of fifty feet for fifty 

years).  The appearance of fine lines must be reduced 
(liquid tarmac an option).  And every other year, the deep 
cleanse treatment will reinstate that breathability which 
tarmacadam so needs!  In future, we shall have more 

respect for our court and employ the experts to care for 
it.   

Because Whimple Tennis Club is worth it! 

SCS also has a wood preservation department for the 
treatment of external wooden buildings and fencing.  
Wonder how they would appraise our historic ‗amenity‘, 
now VACANT for some years, save for robins nesting. 

Judith Imbo 



35 

 

Louise Turner N.D. Hort 
Robert Mogridge R.H.S. Cert Hort 

Tel 01392499074    Mob 07811781137 
  e-mail: info@gardenlandscapes.co.uk 
               www.gardenlandscapes.co.uk 

 Garden Design and Construction  
from a single border to a total make-over 

A PROFESSIONAL SERVICE WITH EXPERT 
PLANT ADVICE    -    FREE CONSULTATION 

Reg no: 4094 

 

 

O’DELL PLUMBING & HEATING 
Tel: 01404 811773 Mobile: 07974 818833 

FOR ALL TYPES OF GAS AND OIL HEATING INSTALLA-

TIONS. 

BOILER SERVICE, REPAIR & BREAKDOWNS. 

BATHROOMS & SHOWERS. 

UNVENTED HOT WATER SYSTEMS. 

UNDERFLOOR HEATING. 
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S.H.DANIEL 
 

ELECTRICAL CONTRACTOR 

 

CROCKERNHAYES 

WHIMPLE 

PRIVATE ADDRESS 

Malham House 

Awliscombe 

Devon 

 
BANFIELDS 

 

Traditionally carved rocking  
Horses & Restoration 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

18 Rectory Close, Whimple, 
Devon EX5 2UF 

 

Tel 822162 
E-mail Banfieldgew@msn.com 

PETER COSSLETT 
CARPENTER AND BUILDER 

QUALITY WORKMANSHIP 

KITCHEN FITTING 

DOORS AND WINDOWS 

TIMBER CONSERVATORIES 

EXTENSIONS AND MINOR 

BUILDING WORKS 

COMPETITIVE PRICES 

& 

FRIENDLY SERVICE 

Tel: Whimple (01404)823279 

Mobile: 07768 436042 
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        WHIMPLE ACTION COMMITTEE 4 YOUTH 

WAC4Y 

Parish Field Project in association with: 
   

 
As you probably know we have succeeded in securing a grant to provide a 
300m+ cycle/running track, BMX track and adventure trail on the Parish 
Field. 
This grant has been offered by the Community Spaces programme which is 
run by Groundwork and is part of the Big Lottery Fund. 
Work being done 
The first phase of work is the tracks and paths.  Work started on 5th May 
and should be completed by the end of the month.  A huge thank you is due 
to the Cricket Club who have very kindly allowed access for the contractor 
over their land.  The adventure trail should be completed before the end of 
June as should the installation of new benches and a general tidy up of the 
area. 
Who will benefit 
This facility is aimed at providing some activity for teenagers of the village, 
but there should be something there for all ages to enjoy, and we will 
hopefully see the Parish Field being used more.  
Celebration  
We intend to hold a celebration of this achievement on Saturday 4th July 
from 4-7pm.  This will include free games, races, bike fancy dress, hot dogs, 
snacks and drinks.  The only money needed will be to buy the bikes and 
activity toys. 
Bike auction/activity toy sale 
We will also hold a bike auction and a table for other activity related items 
you want to sell i.e. skateboards, rollerblades, etc.  Please bring items to be 
auctioned or sold to the field between 9-10am or 12-4pm.  The auction will be 
held at 5pm and unsold items need to be collected by 7pm. 
Weather 
We are not afraid of a bit of rain, but if the weather is too bad, we will 
reschedule the event to Sunday 5th, same time, same place. 
Any questions? 

About WAC4Y or the celebration -  Liz Silk 822389, Sue Ayres 823082,  
       Jenny Sanders 823015 

About the work – Ian Spicer 823640 
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Wasters of Whimple 
 

Cardboard/plastics volunteer collections 

A list of dates have been placed on the Parish Council notice board for collections 
up to the end of the year.  Generally we will arrange a collection for the last 
Saturday of every month.  It is hoped that the kerbside collection will be in place 
before Spring 2010. 

All cardboard and plastics should be clean and crushed if possible and separated 
into different bags.  We will gladly return your bags for reuse.   

Next collections:  Saturday 27th June, 26th July 

Fashumble 

If you supported this event, either by selling or 
buying, we hope you enjoyed it.  51 people 
offered 612 items for sale of which 170 were 
sold, generating £1,009 of which £908 was 
returned to the sellers.  Some sellers sold 
nothing, with one person receiving over £100.  
We were delighted that 72 people came to the 
event.  Some found nothing suitable to buy and 
some bought loads.  Overall a profit is 
anticipated of £200-£300 which will go to 
Whimple Primary School to fund an eco project.  
It is great to make a profit and even better to see 
the recycling being enjoyed. 

Most importantly, everyone seemed to have fun, 
including our valiant models.  A huge ―thank 
you‖ to them and to all of our Wasters team 
who worked very hard before, during and after. 

Recycling facts 

Councils are paid around £50-00/tonne for newspaper and £425-00 for 
Aluminium cans, but around £53-00/tonne for waste to landfill 

Even if they received 1p/tonne for recycling it would still be cheaper to recycle 
than send to landfill. (WOW!) 

Recycling is only rejected if contaminated, e.g. paint soiled newspaper, or put in 
the wrong bins  

Recycling rates have tripled since 2001, but we lag behind Europe in general. 
Kerbside sorting has typical contamination rates of only 0.5% and is considered 
superior to mixed collection and conveyor sorting. 

About 30% of plastic bottles are recycled costing councils about £100/tonne to 
collect, and £25-00 to sort. Baled bottles are worth £70 - 280/tonne depending on 
the plastic. They can then be used for more bottles, garden furniture, fleece 
jumpers and other containers. 
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A quick rinse in used water helps enormously 

See also www.which.co.uk/recycling ; www.recyclenow.com 

Food waste can be avoided by not buying too much in the first place and by 
checking your fridge regularly.  ‗Use by dates‘ are there as a guide.  We are all 
equipped with  brilliant senses of sight and smell and thet are very reliable! 

Future events 

We are talking about a summer ‗Village Garage Sale‘ and autumn film viewings.  
Other events discussed have been eco workshops and a Green Fayre.  Anyone 
with other ideas or interests, or who are keen to be involved, would be very 
welcome to join us. 

Next meeting Tuesday 16th June 8pm (venue to be confirmed) 

Contact: Jenny Sanders 01404 23015   jls.sanders@btinternet.com 

Alison Betts 01404 823967 alison.betts@yahoo.co.uk 

Devon Coast 2 Coast 
103miles  Ilfracombe to Plymouth 10th -12th July 2009 

James and Freya Harris are cycling for 

 

 

 

Dentaid is one of the leading oral health charities in the world, having 
supported almost 200 oral health programmes in over 50 countries.  

With the money raised from this ride, Dentaid will be able to continue 
empowering and supporting, millions of people who, without your help, 
would suffer the agonising pain of tooth decay and disease with no hope of 
relief. 

Charity Registration No 1075826 
www.dentaid.org 

 

Please give us a wide berth when you 
see us on our tandems practising! 

Any sponsorship would be welcome 
on: www.justgiving.com/nicolaharris8 

 or at Willowbrook House, Whimple 
(opposite Whimple tennis club) Many 
thanks 
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PARTY TIME? 

Family Celebrations, 
Milestone Anniversaries 

Marquee de ParTee 
Pretty Party Marquees and 

Pavilion Tents hired for 

Your Special Occasion 

 Complete service for tables 
chairs carpets lighting etc. 

introductions to  
Caterers & Hogroasters 

Philip & Angela Crisp 
Kennford,Exeter.  

01392 83 27 75                                                                                                  

      OR  Visit us at: 
www.marquee-de-partee.co.uk. 

 

The Jays 

 
 
 
 
 

   ` 
 
 
 

The Square, Whimple. EX5 2SL 
 

Jan and John offer a friendly and 
relaxed stay at the Jays. 

Close to Exeter Airport for which 
transfers are available 

Colour TV in all bedrooms 
Guest Lounge with tea/coffee. 

Several local Pubs and Restaurants 
within easy reach -(pick up service) 

Bed and full Breakfast menu: 
No smoking. 

Phone: 01404-823614 
Fax:     01404-823629 

e-mail:jaydiscombe@supanet.com  
 

 
Longfield Cattery 

 

heated single and double chalets 

personal care and attention 

 

 

 

(now also looking after small animals) 

01404 822275 

Longfield ~ Church Road ~ Whimple ~ Exeter ~ EX5 2TF  
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During Village Week, the Whimple History Society will be running their famous 
Walking Treasure Hunt on Tuesday 7th July, starting from the Heritage Centre 
from 6.00pm. This is great fun every year and provides an opportunity for young 
and old to walk around the village with a fresh pair of eyes, looking for clues. It is 
a wonderful way to learn about our village, so come along on that Tuesday! And 
there are prizes!!!  

There will be two chances to join a Guided Village Walk in 2009 , usually led by a 
Whimple lad in the guise of Roger Smith who can point out places of interest with 
tales of him being forced up chimneys by his wicked mother, that hooligan Lucy 
Smith, and then forced into hard labour at the bakers as a teenager. These are 
fantastic ways to learn more about our lovely village, and the walk will 
perambulate slowly for about two and a half hours. The Walks are both on a 
Friday, 31st July and 7th August, starting from the Heritage Centre at 6.15pm. If 
you would like to join, please phone Roger Smith on 822244 to book your place. 
I know that I will want to go on one, as it is a couple of years since my last one, 
and there is always something new to learn on these walks. May see you there!!  

EdH 
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SUNDAY 28
th

 JUNE 2009 

A REUNION DAY FOR FORMER 
EMPLOYEES AND FAMILIES OF 

 

 

 

ON SUNDAY 28th JUNE FROM 11.00 am TO 6.00 pm 

AT WHIMPLE CRICKET CLUB AND WHIMPLE HERITAGE 
CENTRE. 

 

COME ALONG TO THIS VERY INFORMAL REUNION WITH YOUR 
OLD FRIENDS AND COLLEAGUES.  

ENJOY THE OPPORTUNITY TO CATCH UP, RENEW FRIENDSHIPS, 
RECALL SPECIAL TIMES.  

DRINKS AND REFRESHMENTS, EASY PARKING. 

 

WE ARE TRYING TO ADD TO THE HISTORY OF WHITEWAYS HELD 
BY THE WHIMPLE HERITAGE CENTRE SO BRING ALONG ANY 

MEMORABILIA AND YOUR TREASURED MEMORIES. 
 

Contact one of the organisers for more details –  

Nick Pring 01392 367967, Chris Webster 01884 277454, Bernard Little 
01404 47305. 
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Whimple Victory Hall 
 

To all intents and purposes the work at the Hall is now complete and I am sure 
that those who have seen the improvements that have been made must be 
impressed.  We still have some minor works to do but these are more cosmetic 
than anything else. 

We also have some new storage with a second storage unit being placed next to 
the existing garage unit.  This was put up on Sunday 17th May and I would like 
to thank all the willing helpers who risked hernia, lacerated hands and fingers 
and pneumonia from the incessant rain for their help in making the job 
enjoyable and entertaining.  Once it has been painted and put in its final resting 
place it will be screened with trellis and plants. 

We have raised a considerable sum of money over the last few years to make 
these improvements and purchases possible and more than £40,000 has been 
spent.  It is, therefore, very sad to report that we were the victim of either 
prankish behaviour or petty theft.  Two new wheelie bins were removed from 
the car park at the Hall.  These have now been recovered, thanks to some eagle-
eyed locals, but not without some inconvenience and unwanted expense. 

John Discombe 
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FOR ALL YOUR 

SEWING REPAIRS 

& 

ALTERATIONS 

No job too small 
 

Also dressmaking, table linen 

& Personalised machine 
embroidery 

 

 

 

 

Call Molly on 

Office. Tel 01392 460970 

or 07748 985830 evenings, 
Wednesdays or Sundays. 

14 Bramley Avenue, Off Lower 
Hill Barton, near to the Met 

Office 

 

JOIN US AT 

ANDY'S RESTAURANT 
PART OF THE INTERNATIONAL SWIMMING SCHOOL, STRAIGHTWAY HEAD, WHIMPLE 

A LA CARTE MENU 

BAR SNACKS 

PARTIES CATERED FOR (UP TO 30 PEOPLE) - CREATE YOUR OWN MENU 

SUNDAY LUNCHES 

CHRISTMAS PARTIES 

BOOKING ESSENTIAL! 
ALSO ASK ABOUT OUR WIDE RANGE OF ACTIVITIES INCLUDING: 

ADULT SWIMMING LESSONS, AQUAFIT 

CHILDREN'S SWIMMING LESSONS, MOTHER & TODDLER SESSIONS ,CHILDREN'S PARTIES 

SAUNA, SOLARIUM 

AND NOT FORGETTING OUR ‘NATURE'S WAY’ BEAUTY CLINIC WITH A FULL RANGE OF 

TREATMENTS INCLUDING MASSAGES, WAXING, AROMATHERAPY, FACIALS, MANICURES ETC. 

TELEPHONE NOW ON: 01404 822196 

OR CALL IN AND HAVE A LOOK ROUND! 

 

MP 
Property 

Maintenance 

Roofing, Guttering, Drainwork, 
Painting and Decorating 
Plumbing, , Gardening 

General Repairs and Maintenance 
 

 
No Call out charge 
Free Estimates 
24hr callout service 

 
 

Tel: 01404 813253 
07891 124025 
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The Royal British Legion - Poppy Appeal would like to extend our deep sympathy 
to the relatives of Mrs. Pratt. Mrs. Pratt ran the Poppy Appeal in Whimple and 
outlying villages for many many years, raising in the region of £11500 each year. She 
was of course helped by many volunteers from the area and we are so grateful to 
them all for their support of our much-needed charity. 

Unfortunately we now have a very big gap in Whimple, which we desperately need 
to fill. If anyone felt they could take on the Poppy Appeal Organisation around 
Whimple we would love to hear from you. This role could be shared by two or 
even three people to make it more manageable, but we need your help. 

The Royal British Legion provides financial, social and emotional support to millions 
who have served or are currently serving in the Armed Forces, and their 
dependants. Nearly 10.5 million people are eligible for our help - that's 1 in 6 
people. Founded in 1921 the Legion is not just about those who fought in the two 
World Wars of the last century, but also about those involved in the many conflicts 
since 1945 and those still fighting for the freedom we enjoy today. This year, as 
always, British troops have been posted to the forefront of some of the world's 
most dangerous trouble spots and they may need our help in the future. As well as 
providing wide ranging welfare care, we are the Nation's custodian of 
Remembrance, ensuring their sacrifice is never forgotten. 

Without volunteer collectors out there on the streets, without appeal organisers 
planning the collections, this great cause would grind to a halt. We urgently need to 
recruit more people, as many of our current volunteers are retiring from active 
duty. Add to this the ever increasing demand on the Legion's services, and you can 
see we need your help more than ever. 

If you feel you can help as Organiser; as a Poppy Seller during Remembrance time or 
with welfare, please contact Carole Arnold on 01297624355 / 07769671590 or at the 
Devon County Office in Alphington 01392 273111. Thank you. 

The late Frances Pratt 

Frances was a very modest person, who you had to ask the right question to 
unlock her stories. We ran an article on Frances in the February/March edition. 
Mike Mallett found out some more information about this well loved lady after 
we had gone to print, so I have included it as a separate item in this edition.  

Frances never knew her father, who was killed in World War 1 when she was only 
1 or 2. He was a woodcarver and, as a young girl, Frances found his wood carving 
tools and taught herself the basics of the craft. Later she attended a wood carving 
class and became a skilled carver, so much so that she created such things as fire 
screens and bellows. Frances joined a group of woodcarvers who went round to 
various churches in Somerset, and restored the carvings/created new carvings on 
the pew ends . In fact, some of her work is in Wells Cathedral, which she must 
have been very proud about.   



46 

 

OTTERY ST MARY TENNIS CLUB 
 

For those of you out there who enjoy tennis, whatever your level, we have a 
place for you! 

In April Ottery St Mary Tennis Club opened its BRAND NEW COURTS and 
offers great opportunities for all new members. 

You may aspire to be a new Roger Federer or Serena Williams but we can all 
dream. 

Or maybe you are a beginner, advanced or just looking to play for pleasure 
as a social member. 

Whatever category you fall into, we have a place for all levels of ability and 
will welcome you! 

We can now offer coaching courses to all and are very keen to start a new 
junior section. 

So ditch those 'town trotters‘, dust off your trainers and reduce your carbon 
footprint! Leave your inhibitions behind, come and join us! 

For more information please contact :- 

Helen Ogborne 01404 814256 or Sue Undery 01404 812805 

 

Whimple 
Primary 
School 

Governor Vacancy 
 

The Governors are looking for a new Community Governor to join 
their team. If you are interested in the education of our children, the 
success of our school and the strengthening of their working with the 
community, then why not think about joining us? Although we are 
volunteers, we are committed to providing professional governance of 
the school, and effective support for the staff and children. 

If you would like become involved with the school, or to know more, 
about being a governor, please contact me on 822262 or 07759 
612594 by 23rd June. 

Pam Scanlan, Chair of Governors. 
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For 
          

Independent Advice  
 

  on       Pensions  
 

                        Mortgages 
 

   Investments 
 

    Life Assurance 
 

     Inheritance Tax 
Planning 
 

 

                                                   Tel  :  01404 822587 
Email: simonturnerifc@btinternet.com  

 

                                                    For free initial consultation                                                  

Simon Turner 
 

Independent Financial Consultants 
 

Penraddon 

     Hand & Pen 

     Whimple 
           EX5 2PX 
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I can‘t believe we are again heading towards the end of another school year. The 
second half of the summer term is always an exceptionally busy one. Sports Day 
(weather permitting) on 10th June at the cricket field and we are having an arts 
week again this year and some of the work created that week will be on display 
in the village hall throughout the day of our summer fair Saturday July 11th. We 
hope to see you there. 

At the seaside 
 

Year one and two have been to Exmouth beach. We collected shells on the 
beach. We found white and light purple shells. We put our hands in the water, it 
was cold! All of us went to the harbour - there were lots of pretty boats. We went 
everywhere by coach. We ran across the sand dunes and we got sand in our feet. 
We had a lovely time. Then we got on the coach and drove back to school again.  
There was lots of fun and noise! 

By Laura, Dulcie and Emily! (Year 2) 
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The school has developed a new eco team. There is one rep from each Class. 
There are also two or three eco Action team reps. 

They are trying to make this school an eco school. We have got new litter 
pickers in key stage 1 to pick up litter around the school and key stage 2 
children are checking the temperatures of each classroom everyday.  

 We need  to save water  and we also need to use the cold tap more than the 
hot tap because hot tap burns up more energy. On Friday 22nd May we are  
having a eco day this involves turning lights off when we are not using them, 
walking to school and everyone dressing up in recycled clothes! Should be fun. 

By Tom and Robbie Palmer, Sam Ayers and Kiko Keighery (year 3) 

On Friday the 3rd of April the whole school got into their house teams and half 
of the team went on one side of the play ground and the other half went on the 
other side. Each person had to carry 4 litres of water twice. After the event we 
had raised £370.47.  

Evie (Year 4) 

Towards the end of the spring term KS2 had a visitor  called `Professor Elfic‘. He 
did a science show mixing the art of magic at the circus with science lessons 
about forces. He got some help from Mrs Lindsey to get on a 6ft unicycle! He 
explained about what forces do and what the different words mean to do with 
forces. 

By Eleanor & Mollie Yr 5 

Keep sending in your Tesco, Sainsbury‘s and Books for Schools vouchers. We‘ll 
count them up and tell you how many we have collected soon. 

Carole Shilstone 
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BARN DANCE IN THE BLOSSOM 
 

Lester and Helen Bowker must dread that annual phone call from Sue Wilson 
―Sorry guys, but the weather looks a bit iffy for the barn dance…can we move it 
up the hill to your barn please?‖ And so the current Mrs H and I trudged up 
Woodhayes past the snow line, to base camp at Cotley Farm on 9th May, 
drawn by the promise of Yellow Hammer draft beer and pork rolls, with ye-hah 
music as an extra. Another well organised event by Sue and her team, with 
great music and lots of keen dancers willing to follow lots of very convoluted 
instructions from the caller, to arrive giddy and glowing at the end of the dance. 
Certainly all the dancing feet raised a lot of straw dust, which added to the 
challenge….next year Lester, please use non-dusty straw.  

As we were in training for the Moonwalk, we held back on the dancing, in order 
to preserve the high level of fitness that months of training had achieved (more 
about that elsewhere in this edition). Sue told me that there were about 350 
people at the dance, and that they raised some £2200 for the very worthy cause 
of a Debt Advice Centre in Exeter.  A great evening, but I did feel that the event 
is in danger of getting too big and moving away from the village connection.   

The bar staff worked hard and very efficiently, as did the good people on the 
food section…well done and thanks to all of you. This year there were a couple 
of side show events, including a ‗hit the golf ball into a bucket style of thing‘, 
and Jackie Mahoney was telling me how much she enjoyed that particular one. 
A keen participant sliced the ball at 90 degrees to where it should have been 
going, to smack Jackie between the eyes, and warrant a trip to Honiton and 
RD&E Hospitals on a Saturday night. Jackie was the proud winner of 5 stitches, 
and, all praise to the NHS, was back at the barn dance in a couple of hours. 
Next year…hard hats! 

Well done Sue and team, and thanks again to Lester and Helen for their 
hospitality. 

Ed H 

Well I think we raised £2200 which is amazing. We had over 350 people 
including sophisticated urbanites from the big smoke of Exeter  

Big thanks to Lester and Helen for allowing us to use their fab barn, thanks to 
Rob Camp for organising the bar and some wonderful friends in Whimple who 
pitch in with cooking and helping.  

Thanks to the lovely people of Whimple who support this event.  

The money is going towards the opening of a debt advice and support centre 
in Exeter later in the year. This is run by the charity Christians Against Poverty 
which provides free, confidential professional advice to anybody who needs 
help with debt.  

Sue Wilson 
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 THE PENSION DRAWDOWN COMPANY 
 

INDEPENDENT FINANCIAL ADVISERS 
 
 

FOR UNBIASED, QUALITY FINANCIAL ADVICE BASED ON YOUR  
CIRCUMSTANCES PROVIDING SOLUTIONS TO YOUR NEEDS 

INCLUDING 
 

SAVINGS        INVESTMENTS PENSION PROVISION 
 RETIREMENT OPTIONS   inc ANNUITIES 

LIFE AND CRITICAL ILLNESS COVER     INCOME PROTECTION 
 

Contact:  Bob Diamond at 6 The Withey, Whimple, 
on 01404 822865 or Email r.diamond1@ntlworld.com 

For a free initial consultation 
 

Appointed Representative of The Burns-Anderson Independent Network PLC,  
which is authorised and regulated by the Financial Services Authority  
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What could you do with ten minutes of your time? 
 

‗The Mortgage Makeover‘ 
 

 
Ten minutes is all it takes to determine if you‘re paying too much for your 

mortgage. 
 

Ten minutes is all it takes to see whether we can save you thousands of 
pounds. 

 
Ten minutes is all it takes to decide whether you can afford to pay your 

mortgage off early. 
 

Ten minutes is all it takes for impartial, independent financial advice. 
 

Contact Stephen Clare on 01404 823375 
 

or email – stephenclare@thinkpositive.co.uk 
 

or by post - Longfield Whimple EX5 2TF 
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Whimple ToddLers Group 
 

Back of the Victory Hall, Church Road, Whimple 
Wednesdays 2.00pm - 3.30pm (term time) 

 

 
 
 

Open to Mums, Dads, Grandparents and Guardians with 
children from 0 - 3 years old 

 

Please come and join us for lots of fun and games 

 

Whimple Womens Institute 

Two months have gone by very quickly - hardly surprising when we look back 
at the many and varied activities. The April monthly meeting was 'home 
grown', with members providing both questions and answers for a ‗Gardeners' 
Question Time‘. The evening proved to be both informative and entertaining.  

In May we discussed the National Resolution which expresses the Women's 
Institutes' concern over the plight of the honey bee. Roger Lacey gave a short 
talk on the importance of bees to our everyday lives before members voted 
unanimously to accept the resolution. Afterwards Avril and Phyllis each gave a 
short talk, Avril provided a lighthearted glimpse into the banking world and 
Phyllis told us some of her experiences as a doctor in Malawi.  

Six members acted as stewards at the Devon Federation meeting held at the 
University Great Hall. Whimple hosted the Group Meeting when we 
welcomed members from four neighbouring institutes and enjoyed the 
splendid entertainment provided by the Drama Group. An excellent supper 
was provided and we also appreciated the opportunity to socialize. Our 
President kindly invited members to her home for a splendid 
fundraising lunch aided by several members who provided food for 
the occasion. We have been pleased to welcome both new 
members and visitors. 

If you would like more information, just contact Ann Bowden 
(823450).                Rosemarie Burrows 
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Historic 

Buildings 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Advisor on Conservation Repair / 

Sympathetic Alterations 

 

Vernacular Buildings- 

Assessment, Proposals& Options 

 

Listed Buildings- 

Planning Applications 

& 

Building Regs 

Michael Board 

Building Consultancy Ltd 

michaelboard@btopenworld.com 
Modern 

Buildings 

Little Cot 

Hembury Fort 

Honiton 

Devon 

EX14 3LE 

Telephone 

01404 841699 

Design Service for 

New Build Home 

Projects 

 

Extensions and Alterations to 

Properties- 

Designed & Drawn for  

Planning/Building Regs 

 
 

ARK POTTERY 
STUDIO, SHOP & GALLERY 

 

Wide choice of affordable  

pottery direct from the potters, all 

designed and made on site. Also 

sculptures, pictures and cards. 

 

ENTRANCE & PARKING FREE 

 

 Have a go on the wheel! 
 Pottery Parties 
 Commissions 
 Baby Foot Impressions 

 

Find us just off the Ottery/Sidmouth 
Road at Wiggaton (Follow the brown 

tourist signs from Ottery.) 

OPEN DAILY 10 a.m.- 5 p.m. 

Tel. 01404 812628 
 

email:ark.pottery@mypostoffice.co.uk 

 Chimneys 
Wood Burners 

Fires 
 

Swept, Installed, Repaired, 

Lined and Built 

“All your chimney needs” 
 

Alf Butler 
Tel: 01404 811843 
A fully insured and HEATAS 

registered Company 
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Parking in The Square 
 

In the Parish Plan Questionnaire, two years ago, many people were concerned 
about safety in The Square, particularly as it is often full of vehicles.  A particular 
concern of the Parish Council is parking in the narrow part of The Square in front 
of Ivydene - emergency vehicles will not be able to pass when cars are parked 
here.  The dustbin lorry is sometimes unable to pass - just imagine if this is an 
ambulance or fire engine!  If you need to park in the centre of the village, 
especially for more than a few minutes, the Parish Council ask you to please use 
the free village car park off Webbers Close instead and please do not cause an 
obstruction to emergency vehicle access. 

As this is a Conservation Area, highway lines of any colour alongside the stream 
would be unacceptable.  In order to help improve the parking situation in the 
area, the Parish Council are providing two containers of plants. These will be 
situated opposite Ivydene but will allow room for emergency vehicles to pass.   

The Parish Council thank you for your co-operation. 

―Sorry boss, I can‘t come to work today there is an emu and a police 
woman forming a road block‖. Beats my last excuse when I said I 
was abducted by aliens. At least I had my camera to hand this time. I 
wonder what my next excuse will be. Please forward any ideas to the 
village mag.                Geoff Delves 
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N C HAMLYN 

 
FARM MACHINERY REPAIRS 

AND SERVICE 
 

(Welding, fabrication etc. 
and garden wrought iron work) 

 
Workshop facilities and mobile 

service 
Contact Nigel Hamlyn on 01392 

466720 
or 07702 431244 (mobile) 

Paynes Farm 
Broadclyst 

 

M.J.COLES 
ENGINEERING 

 
(R.T. I.T. B. & CITY & GUILDS) 

SERVICING.  ENGINE RE-BUILDS . 
WELDING MOT.  RECOVERY.   

PICK UP SERVICE 
FRIENDLY LOCAL MECHANIC 

MORE THAN 15 YEARS EXPERIENCE 
FOR ALL YOUR MOTORING NEEDS 

CALL 

MARC 
ON 

WHIMPLE 822095 OR 
07785 740473 (MOBILE) 

 

 

 

PAINTING & DECORATING 

TILER 

PATIO PRESSURE CLEANING 

SHED ROOFS - RE-FELTED 

GENERAL HANDYMAN 
__________________________ 

 

(Excellent references if required) 

For that personal service 

Phone Mr Evans on 01404 822120 

WINDOW 

 
 CLEANER 
 

 

________ ________ 
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Summer time Crime Prevention advice:- 

To combat theft this summer please consider the following:- 

If you intend to spend time in the garden, ensure the front door is locked (particularly if your front 
door has an external handle). 

Close windows at ground level and those that have access from a flat roof or are otherwise easily 
reached. 

If you have opening restrictors that cannot be accessed from the outside, or your windows have a 
secure vent facility, then those can be safely used (this also applies to windows that tend to be 
left open overnight). 

In offices that have doors open for ventilation try not to leave the office empty, no matter how 
short a time period, without closing the door and taking bags and jackets with you.  Alternatively, 
it is always good practice to put such items into lockable cupboards or drawers even while in the 
office. 

Do not be tempted to leave windows open in parked cars, as this is the perfect invitation for a 
thief; particularly if you have left valuable items in view.  

And please leave dogs at home in this weather - even a car with windows partially open can heat 
up dramatically, causing distress or even death to the animal. 

******************************************************************************************* 

Car key burglaries 

Many modern vehicles are proving too security savvy for thieves to steal; it is nearly impossible to 
gain entry without the keys.  Burglars are now targeting homes with the sole intention of stealing 
the keys to high value or high specification vehicles. 

The message is simple. Don’t leave your car keys on view.  Remove keys from front doors and 
make sure that they are not visible from your letterbox.  Make sure that you not only close your 
doors but lock them as well.  Ensure that you know where your keys are at all times, have 
another front door key cut and place it in an easy to reach, yet concealed place in case of 
emergency. 

******************************************************************************************* 

Lets hope you don’t need to, but to report an incident to the police at any time:  

Ring 999 in an emergency - otherwise 08452 777 444     Our Beat Officer is PC 2883 Jim Tyrell. 

John Munslow   01404 823456 

FOOD FOR THOUGHT 
Recently, there have been disturbing statistics that show 
that more cyclists are being involved in accidents.  In 
Whimple it very often seems that parents concentrate their 
safety efforts to ensure that their children wear helmets 
and high visibility vests, but rarely have any concern for 
themselves.   

Does this apply to you?  Let’s hope not. 
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Registered Charity No: 1035316 

 

If your child is aged 3 years or over, and you are looking for a fun, 
caring, safe and educational pre-school. 

Then look no further, Whimple Pre-School has it all! 
 

 

5 great reasons to choose Whimple Pre-School 
 

 
1. It is run by staff with over 55 years of child care experience 
 
2. All of the staff have children of their own giving them a unique empathy with 

school children 
 
3. There is a commitment to ’learning through play’ offering a variety of indoor and 

outdoor activities 
 
4. It has unique link with Whimple Primary School and all the ‘rising fives’ meet 

regularly with their new teacher 
 
5. Healthy outdoor activities are undertaken on a daily basis 

 

 

Whimple Pre-School sessions 

 

Mondays   9-11.30am 

Tuesdays   9-11.30am,  Lunch Club* 11.30am–12.30pm (rising fives only)  

Wednesdays  9-11.30am 

Thursdays   9-11.30am,  Lunch Club* 11.30am-12.30pm 

Fridays   9-11.30am,  Lunch Club* 11.30am-12.30pm 

*All Lunch Clubs are charged at an additional price of £2.50 

 

 

 
To discuss your child’s specific pre-school needs, 

call Jo Westney, Play Leader, Whimple Pre-School on: 07794652549 
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JULIAN 

WILSON 
Electrical Contractor 

 
1 Higher Woodhayes 

Farm 
Whimple 

 
Tel: 01404 822641 

 Your Friendly local 

Bed and Breakfast 

David Brown 
Holway Barton 

Whimple 
Exeter 

Telephone: (01404 822477) 

 

Visiting Practice 

 

Day and evening 
Appointments by arrangement 

3, Railway 

Cottages 

Whimple 

Exeter 

 

01404 822372 

 

 

 

 

"FLORAL ENCHANTMENTS" 

 

 

 

Designer: 

  Morven Fletcher 

 

Flowers for all occasions 

 

Floral designs to your 
specification 

 

Specialist in Wedding Floristry 

 Bodley Bridge Cottage 

London Road,  
 

01404 822049 
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01884 277794 
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Whimple Parish Council 
Chairman: John Griffiths 823480 
Clerk: Gerri Turner,  823385 
St. Mary’s Church 
Contact: Rev. Rob Wilkinson 822521 
SClub11, Impact & Contact 
Phil and Rebecca Dominy 822163 
East Devon Councillor 
Andrew Dinnis 850363 
Whimple County Primary School 
Headteacher: Mrs. S. Langley 822584 
Chair of Governors: Pam Scanlan,  822262  
Whimple History Society 
Chairman: Richard Webber 822038 
Secretary: Roger Smith 822244 
Whimple Mothers Union 
Margaret Burrough,  822257  
Whimple Pre-School & Toddler Group 
Chair:  Samantha Walker   822649 
Playleader: Jo Westney 07794 652549  
Toddlers:  Sam Walker 822649 
Whimple Womens Institute 
President: Avril Ellingham 822945 
Secretary: Ann Bowden 823450 
Whimple Over Sixties Club  
Beryl Iball 822905 
Whimple Recreation Trust 
Knowle Cross Sports Ground: Mr P. Garraff 891206 
Whimple Village Produce Association. 
Chairwoman, Doreen Staddon.  823594  
Whimple Football Club 
Chairman: Geoff Delves  823258 
Secretary: Karen Delves 823258 
Whimple Tennis Club 
Secretary: Judith Imbo 823240 
Treasurer: Adrian Rushforth  823276 
Whimple Cricket Club 
Roger Smith 822244 
Whimple Victory Hall Management Committee 
Secretary: Pam Scanlan 822262 
Booking Sec: Ali Tierney 822724 
Whimpletons 
Emma Palmer 823083 
Neighbourhood Watch 
John Munslow 823456 
St. Mary's Bellringers 
Captain: Liz Silk  822389 
Whimple Scout Group 
Group Scout Leader (and Marquee Booking): Alex Spry 822844 
Whimple Book Group 
Katy Howard 823038 
Whimple Youth Club 
Leaders: Mino 07902 651989 or Sue 07964 211195   
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WN60 

Editor 
Ed Hitchcock   823194 
Production 
Bob Scanlan   822262 
Sally Wilde   823246 
Delivery and Advertising 
Ed & Nicky Hitchcock 823194 
Community diary 
Nicky Hitchcock  823194 

Treasurer 
Miles Leonard   822415 
 

Julie Millward   823985 

The Whimple News Team 
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LIVING AND SELLING LOCALLY 

HALLS ARE PLEASED TO OFFER 
THE FOLLOWING SERVICES 
 

 FAMILY OWNED BUSINESS 

 STRONG LOCAL KNOWLEDGE 

 SUPERB COLOUR DETAILS 

 HIGH IMPACT ADVERTISING 

 FREE VALUATIONS 

 ACCOMPANIED VIEWING 

 FLOOR PLAN SERVICE 

 RESIDENTIAL LETTINGS 
 

TEL: 01404 812000 

View all properties on the UK’s No.1 
website: ww.rightmove.co.uk 

15 Broad St, Ottery St Mary, EX11 1BY 
Tel: 01404 812000   Fax: 01404 815777 

Email: halls@eclipse.co.uk   Web: hallsestateagents.com 
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The New  Fountain Inn 
Whimple, Devon 

A Traditional Olde Freehouse Village Inn 
 

As recommended by CAMRA ,  
The Good Beer Guide, The Real Ale Guide  

and the Quiet Pint Guide 
 
 

Real Ales 
Home Cooking 

 

Lunchtime & Evening Meals 7 days a Week 
 

Sunday Roasts etc - Vegetarian Choices 
Handmade Desserts, Children’s Menu  

& Toddler Portions 
 

Join us for a Friendly Drink, Bar Snack or 
an A La Carte Meal 

Bookings are Advisable 
 

Tel: 01404 822350 


