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Setting up Whimple Week Day from the air! 

 Photo by Peter Salter 
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The Thirsty 
Farmer  

WHIMPLE, EXETER, DEVON, EX5 2QQ 

Telephone: 01404 822287 
www.thirstyfarmer.co.uk 

 

 

 

  

 OPENING HOURS  

MONDAYS:   BOARD GAMES NIGHT AND OPEN CRIB NIGHT 

    DRINKS ONLY 5-10pm 

TUESDAYS:    Exe Valley PIZZA Co Van at The Farmer from 5pm. 
    Pre-order to take away or very welcome to eat in  our bar 
    Open  5-10pm  for DRINKS 

WEDNESDAYS: WOOD FIRE AND SMOKEHOUSE MENU 
 FOOD 12-2.30pm and 5.30-9pm  
    DRINKS 12-2.30pm and 5-11pm 

THURSDAYS:   STEAK NIGHT! 
    FOOD 12-2.30pm and 5.30-9pm      
    DRINKS 12-2.30pm and 5-11pm 

FRIDAYS:    CHARITY COFFEE/TEA & CAKE MORNING  from 9am 

    FOLLOWED BY BRUNCH/LUNCH FOOD 9am-2.30pm  
    FISH FRIDAY DINNER   5.30-9pm  
    DRINKS 9am -11.30pm    

SATURDAYS:   BREAKFAST/BRUNCH/LUNCH 10.30am-2.30pm  
     DINNER: 5.30-9pm 
    DRINKS 10.30am - 11.30pm 

SUNDAYS:     SUNDAY ROASTS AND FARMERS TABLE 12-6pm  
    DRINKS 12-10pm 

Normal menu available WED-SAT 12-2.30pm/5.30 - 9pm SUN 12-6pm 
    

 

 PRE-BEAUTIFUL DAYS LIVE MUSIC EVENT ON AUGUST 17th! 

   Band night, last Friday of the month from 9pm  

   August - Eat The Rich     Sept - Blue Arse Fly 

A FRIENDLY PUB, SERVING GOOD QUALITY, 
LOCAL PRODUCE. 
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Sarah ‘s Editorial  

Well it took three years in the making, but at last Whimple Week took 
place this year - Hooray! Along with Village Day, as the finale on 
Saturday 9th July, and WHAT A SCORCHER it was! I’m not sure if 
records are kept regarding the temperatures over the years (Phil Dominy 
& David Brewer maybe you could monitor this?), but I imagine this was 
one of the hottest. Not that the heat put people off enjoying themselves - 
there was much laughter, fun, music, singing, racing, eating & drinking. 
Plus skittling, quizzing and bingo, as well as a treasure hunt, free yoga 
and Irish dancing! Such a lot of hard work behind the scenes too, so  
A BIG Thank You to the VW Committee. Do take a look at the various 
photos and reports in this issue if you missed any of it. 
As I write this the schools are breaking up today for Summer holidays, 
with staff and students looking forward to a well-deserved rest. I 
managed to catch a group of Year Six students for an interview, before 
they said farewell to Whimple School. Their imagination, positivity and 
confidence was clear to see, and their astute and witty answers a delight. 
See pages 28&29. 
Residents continue to offer support to those in need. At time of writing 
there are four families hosting Ukrainians in Whimple and, hopefully, by 
the time you receive this edition, one more household will have received 
their guests.  
Courtneys of Whimple held a fantastic event - Whimple Rocks (page19) - 
in aid of FORCE Cancer Charity. The weather, bands & village support 
were all brilliant. 
Our English Summer might have peaked, but our energy hasn’t. There 
are more activities planned for the weeks ahead - Race Night (15th Oct) 
and New Front Row Club dates (see p53) in the Victory Hall, and The 
12th Man Festival (10th Sept) at the Cricket Club. Community Theatre 4 
All has two new performances planned, so find out more on pages11 & 
57. This is just a selection. You can’t get bored in Whimple! 
Developments are already taking place at Whimple Station with FOWST 
(Friends of Whimple Station) and, hopefully, with The New Fountain Inn. 
Talking of pubs. Congratulations to all at The Thirsty Farmer for their new 
Award. As Rev. Mark comments - What a GREAT community we are! 
 
So, enjoy the rest of the Summer and do send us any articles, photos or 
information you would like to share in the next edition. Send by email to 
bob.scanlan@eclipse.co.uk before Sept 12th, please. 

Take Care 
Sarah Thackeray 

 

mailto:bob.scanlan@eclipse.co.uk


 

4 

 



 

5 

What’s On In Whimple 
 

AUGUST 
 

August 10th:  Entries for the W&DGC Flower & Craft Show to be submitted (page 8) 
August 13th:  W&DGC Flower & Craft Show 
August 16th:  WI Garden Party 
August 17th:  ‘Night Before’  Band night at The Thirsty Farmer (see below) 
August 21st:   W&DGC trip to RHS Rosemoor (see pages 8&9) 
August 26th:   Eat The Rich Band Night at The Thirsty Farmer - from 9pm 
August 29th:   Whiteways Cup - Whimple Cricket Club 
August 30th:   The Pirates Of Penzance by Community Theatres 4 All - Cricket Club. 
      (see page 11) 
 

SEPTEMBER. 
 

Sept 10th:      Film Night - Front Row Club. Village Hall 
Sept 12th:      12th Man Festival at the Cricket Club 
Sept 13th:    WI Meeting - Living on the Rocks, Kathryn Kelly, The Hub 2.30pm 
Sept 30th:      Talk by Dr Robert Dunn, organised by W&DGC. (See page 8) 
Sept 30th:       Blue Arse Fly Band Night at The Thirsty Farmer - from 9pm 
 
OCTOBER 
 

October 8th:   W&DGC trip to NT Stourhead, Mere, Wiltshire 
October 8th:   Film Night - Front Row Club. Village Hall 
October 15th: Race Night is back in the Village Hall  (see page 22) 
 

Not to be missed! 

The Thirsty Farmer again 
hosts the Beautiful Days 
warm-up gig ‘The Night 
Before’ on Wednesday 

17thAugust. 

Always fun, with a mix of folk, 
country and humour. 

Something for everyone. 

Sal 
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We would like to say a big thank you to the people of Whimple for the ongoing 
support of the Stores. We have had many positive comments about the layout 
changes that we made at Easter and we believe that the extra space is encouraging 
shoppers to browse freely of our range of products. We cannot stock everything, 
but make an effort to provide a comprehensive range and can often get things in 
from suppliers if there is demand. We also make an effort to bring in ‘price-marked’ 
products, which provides both transparency on product pricing and lower prices 
than the same products elsewhere. For example, an 85p price marked can of drink 
will have a recommended price of £1.05 in other shops. 

Dogs in Shops 

We have received a number of queries as to why we allow dogs in the shop when 
other retailers do not and thought that we could explain this here. Food Hygiene 
Regulations place the responsibility on us, the owners, to determine if we can allow 
access by animals to the shop area, whilst preventing access to unpackaged food 
products where the risk of contamination is greatest. As there was already a policy 
set by the previous owners, and unpackaged food is out of reach, we did not wish 
to upset Whimple dog owners by changing the policy without justification. Most of 
the dogs who visit the shop are trained and very well behaved and their visit is brief. 
We have though had a couple of incidents, which have upset customers, and we 
will work with the owners to prevent these situations in the future. 

Post Office 

We have now operated Whimple Stores and Whimple Post Office for eight months 
and while the Stores are doing well, the Post Office continues to be a financial and 
personal drain on the business. Post Office Ltd. pay a small fee to us for each 
transaction we conduct such as selling postage or providing cash. This fee covers 
approximately a third of the staff cost to manage the transaction. The rest of the staff 
cost is subsidised by ourselves. There are a lot of other activities that we are 
required to perform which are unpaid, and the till system (Horizon) is so complex 
that it can only be used by shop staff after undergoing extensive training at our cost. 
It also provides a large financial risk to us if a staff member makes a mistake. We 
believe that the business model of Post Office Ltd. in regards to small shops is 
exploitative and we cannot continue to subsidise this facility. 

We are now undertaking a review of how we can continue to provide essential 
community banking services using a less complex till system and provide postal 
services through alternative providers. We will run a consultation meeting with 
Whimple Village in the late summer / early Autumn to lay out our proposals for 
alternative services. We will provide more information from the Stores once the 
consultation date has been finalised. 

Many thanks 

Rory, Sharon, Sabrina and Team 
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The Parish Council would like to start the development of the Town Lane Play 
Area. The Councillors will liaise with the Primary School regarding what sort of play 
items the children would like for the area. However, if you or your child have any 
ideas, please contact the Parish Council at whimpleparishcouncil@gmail.com 

  

The Parish Council are looking for a local maintenance contractor to do small up 
keep jobs around the village and grounds-keeping. If you would like more 
information, please email whimpleparishcouncil@gmail.com or call 01404812570. 

 Claire Rayner 

Whimple Parish Council Clerk 

01404 812570 

http://whimpleparishcouncil.weeby.com 

The Parish Clerk is part time and emails/telephone 

messages will normally be responded to within  

72 hours of receipt Monday to Friday 

 

WHIMPLE PARISH COUNCIL NOTICE 
TOWN LANE PLAY AREA! HELP NEEDED, PLEASE. 

mailto:whimpleparishcouncil@gmail.com
mailto:whimpleparishcouncil@gmail.com
http://whimpleparishcouncil.weeby.com/
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On Saturday 11th June we had another coach trip. This time the trip was to the 
Subtropical Gardens and Swannery at Abbotsbury. It was another very successful trip 
where those who went were able to see the wonderful gardens and the swans with all 
their newly hatched cygnets, which is a truly impressive sight. Our thanks to Doreen 
Staddon and Brian Nelson for organising this trip. 

 

We have another coach trip planned for Sunday 21st August and this will be to the now 
annual RHS Flower Show at Rosemoor. This event keeps getting better year on year, 
so make sure you don’t miss out. A booking form is included with this edition of the 
News. Forms can also be obtained from the Whimple Stores. 

 

After a two year break, it is good to have our annual Flower and Craft Show on August 
13th. By now I am sure you have all been busy preparing your exhibits and all you 
keen gardeners will be hoping that the elements do not conspire against you and spoil 
the wonderful flowers and vegetables you have been lovingly looking after! We are 
looking forward to having a bumper show again this year. Schedules and entry forms 
are available at the Whimple Stores and all entries have to be handed in at the Billiard 
Room at the rear of the Victory Hall on Wednesday 10th August between the hours of 
6.30pm and 9.00pm. 

 

We have three other events planned this year. On Friday 30th September, we will be 
having a talk from Dr Robert Dunn who is a Met Office Scientist. His talk will be on 
Climate Change with the emphasis on “The Implications for Agriculture, Horticulture 
and our Gardens”. Clearly there is a huge focus on this topic at the moment, so it 
should be a very interesting talk. This will be followed by our final coach trip of the 
year which will be to the National Trust Stourhead, Mere, Wiltshire on Saturday 8th 
October. Our final event of the year will be the return of our increasingly popular quiz 
in November. Details in the next edition of the News. 

 

In the meantime, we are very much looking forward to the return of the Flower Show.  

Paul Wilson,  

Chairman, Whimple & District Gardening Club  



 

9 

     Whimple & District Gardening Club  

 Visit to RHS Rosemoor on Sunday 21st August 2022 
                                   

To book please complete the form below.    

 

Name.................................................................................................. 

 

Tel. no.   .................................................... 

 

e-mail address.................................................................................  

e-mails to more than you will be sent Bcc.      

 

Please enter below number of seats required.                                                  

     

GC members £11.50pp. Number of seats ….........  

Non-GC members £13.00pp. Number of seats ............. 

The price includes coach, gardens, and Plant Fair. 

 I enclose a cheque for £.....................         made payable to  

Whimple & District Gardening Club 
 

Please delete as appropriate: - 

I wish to get on the coach at the  

Canaan Way car park Ottery 9.00am // the Square Whimple 9.15am. 

If you wish to get on the coach at Whimple please return completed 
form with cheque to Mrs Doreen Staddon, 1,Allergrove Cottages, 
Whimple EX5 2TJ (Tel 01404 823594). If you wish to get on the coach 
at Ottery to Brian Nelson, Gerway House, Gerway Lane, Ottery St 
Mary EX11 1PW (Tel 01404 813643) 

Alternatively, you can hand in your envelope to the Whimple Stores or 
Roberts Hardware, Ottery St. Mary. 
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 Chimneys 
Wood Burners 

Fires 
Swept, Installed, Repaired, 

Lined and Built 
“All your chimney needs” 

 

Alf Butler 

Tel: 01404 811843 
A fully insured and HETAS 

registered Company 
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Hello my friends, 
 

What is the difference between a house and a home? Well, I suppose one is a 
place you live, and one is a place you feel grounded, welcome, safe, part of 
something. Builders create houses, people make homes. The difference is like that 
between a group of houses, say an estate, and a community. Estates are built, but 
communities need to be nurtured. Ironically, both require the supply of labour and 
materials. Houses need bricks, blocks, timber and cement, ground workers, 
bricklayers and carpenters plus numerous other trades. Communities require 
empathy, trust, compassion, time and people who care. 
  
Whimple is an ancient village, the church for example dates back hundreds of 
years and the village would have been there then. Over those hundreds of  years it 
has changed and changed again, houses being built and rebuilt, businesses coming 
and going, farming practices changed, diversified, roads built and improved upon, 
the railway line added, station opened, new families arrived and others moved on. 
The stories of every village are unique, but they also reflect, and are woven into, 
the fabric of the history of our county and country - history is literally made by 
people like you and I. This history is not only written in local papers, books and 
articles, legal documents, and publications held by our very own History Society, 
but also in the graves, monuments and church registers of births, marriages, and 
deaths. 
It is the history of these individuals and families, their lives, loves, losses, hopes 
and dreams which contribute to a community. The everyday dramas which 
somehow inhabit the very fabric of a place and give it meaning. There is an old 
saying ‘if a tree falls in the forest and no one is there to hear it, does it make a 
sound?’. Well, in a very similar way, without people, without community, does a 
place have a soul? Without community a place to live becomes just a dormitory. 
 It is at times of national importance, both good and bad, that the difference 
between ‘a place where people happen to live’ and a community comes to the 
fore, during a pandemic, a war or a Jubilee for example. Then the people in that 
place come together to support, sustain or celebrate, to share a sense of what 
makes life important. 
However, communities don’t just ‘happen’, they do not somehow appear on their 
own, they are created by the hard work of those who care about a place,  who care 
about building and sustaining a place they love. These people believe that that is 
something special, something worth cherishing. 
 
  
 

 

WHIMPLE CHURCH 
http://churches4all.org/ 
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Saturday Morning 
Coffee and Cake 

 

St Mary’s Church, From 
10.15am until 

12.00noon 
Every Saturday until the end of 

October 
Come and meet up with friends 
while you enjoy a cup of coffee 

or tea  
and a piece of delicious home-

made cake. Everyone Welcome! 
 

So this month I would like to dedicate this short piece to all of those individuals 
and groups in our village who make community happen, the organisations like our 
school, hall, cricket club, history society, doctors surgery, pub, shop and other 
business, the many clubs and associations and individuals, too many to name (and, 
of course, our church). 
 It is these village groups and individuals which are the building blocks of our 
community and it is all of you, who are the work force who construct and nurture 
it, who make Whimple a place where folks want to live and feel loved. This work 
goes on, often unseen, day in and day out, behind the scenes of village life. 
Please know what you do makes a difference and through your hard work you 
make the world a better place for all of us to be part of. 
  

Thank you all.   
God bless. 
 Rev Marc Kerslake. 
Rector at the  East Clyst Churches Mission Community. 
Broadclyst, Clyst Honiton, Clyst Hydon, Clyst St Lawrence, Cranbrook, Sowton, 
Talaton, Rockbeare, Whimple. 
 The Rectory. Grove Road. Whimple. EX5 2TP 01404 822525 
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O’DELL PLUMBING & HEATING 
jason.odell1@virgin.net 

07974 818833  
FOR ALL TYPES OF GAS AND OIL HEATING INSTALLATIONS. 

BOILER SERVICE, REPAIR & BREAKDOWNS. 

BATHROOMS & SHOWERS. 

UNVENTED HOT WATER SYSTEMS. 

UNDERFLOOR HEATING. 

 

4094 

jasonodell.plumbing@gmail.com 
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F o l -

  

cider.apples@hotmail.com Courtneys of Whimple 
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WHIMPLE’S RED TELEPHONE BOX BOOK EXCHANGE 

PROJECT 

The Hall will, hopefully, soon have a new addition outside - a lovely old Red 
Telephone Box. This will be used as a Village Book exchange, so that we can 
keep the one in The Square as a functioning phone box for all. 

It will be a great asset for Whimple and thanks 
go to all involved in suggesting the idea and 
then starting to see it through. 

It is in the early stages of refurbishment, and 
the Hall Team are still finding the funds to 
return it to it’s former glory.  

Fingers crossed that they get there! 

Look out for opportunities to support their 
fundraising. 

Sal 

 

Pic shows the phone box on its way to 

 the sandblaster in South Brent.  
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ORGANISED BY THE TEAM AT COURTNEY’S. A GREAT TIME HAD BY ALL AND LOTS 
OF  MONEY RAISED FOR THE FORCE CHARITY
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Congratulations to the team at The Thirsty Farmer! 

 Well done to Marc, Donna and all at The Thirsty Farmer for not only winning South 
West England Taste Of The West Gold, but now Stars of Southgate, Pub Partners 
Awards - South West Regional Pub Of The Year.  We are very lucky to have them. Sal 

WHIMPLE ROCKS!   
ORGANISED BY THE TEAM AT COURTNEY’S. A GREAT TIME HAD BY ALL AND LOTS 
OF  MONEY RAISED FOR THE FORCE CHARITY. (Photos from Whimple Rocks FB page) 
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RACE NIGHT IS BACK IN THE HALL! 
Following a very successful evening last year we are pleased to announce 
that Race Night will be back again this year on Saturday 15th October in 
the Village Hall. Make sure the date is in your diary. Tickets will be on sale 
nearer the time but numbers are limited. It's a great night out, why not get 
a party together, we are able to reserve tables for eight people should you 
wish, but of course you can come on your own. 

For those of you who have never been to a Race Night, I thought I would 
just give you a taster for the evening. Last year people were under the 
impression they had to race, oh no, not with my knees! All you have to do 
is come and join us on the evening with lots of £1 coins. There will be 
a programme showing the names of the horses in each race, find the 
name of the horse you fancy, place your bet, the race will be shown on 
the screen, cheer on your horse and, if you have backed the right one, 
collect your winnings. 

Tickets will be £5.00 which includes a hot dog. There will of course be a 
bar. 

Race Night is organised by the Village Week Committee to raise funds for 
Village Day.  

It enables us to put on more entertainment during the day. 

If you want to know more you can 
contact me on 01404  758677 

Suzanne Rothwell 

Race Night Coordinator 

W.A.R.T.S 
 

DATES FOR YOUR DIARY 2022: 

MONDAY 17th October 2022  

gkbatten@btinternet.com or 01404 823317  
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Andy 
Brooker 
Monumental Mason 

 

Whimple based 
 

Traditional 
Memorials 
 

Handcut Lettering 

 

01297 33290 

07931 322291 

 

Pilates Classes 

 
Improves core stability and flexibility 

 

Classes suitable for all ages 
and all abilities 

 

Held on Mondays at 1:30pm and 
Wednesdays at 8.00pm 

at the Scout Hut in Whimple 
 

£5 pay as you go or 12 lessons for £54 
 

Contact Julie Wallace - Edmonds 

Mobile: 07956 137493 

Facebook: Julie Wallace Edmonds 

Longfield Cattery 

 

heated single and double chalets 

personal care and attention 

 

(now also looking after small animals) 

 
01404 822275 

stephen@longfieldcattery.co.uk 

www.longfieldcattery.co.uk 
Longfield ~ Church Road ~ Whimple ~ Exeter ~ EX5 2TF 
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Call Barry on 01297 22434  

or 07712 120635 
 

 or email: barryseaforth@gmail.com 
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It's raining and it's the wonderful Devon County Show.  
I'll say no more.  It seemed an ideal opportunity to bring 
you up to date with Whimple WI news. 
I am delighted to announce that, following our May 
annual meeting, Sarah Hogg was voted in as our new 
President.  Sarah will bring her infectious enthusiasm and 
appreciated organisational skills to the role.  Exciting 
times! 
Sadly, we have lost a past member Daphne and a current member Jean in 
the last few weeks.  We send sincere condolences to their families. 
Our June meeting saw Rosemary Griggs, a former civil servant in 
Whitehall who, together with working with the National Trust, gives talks 
and writes novels on the Tudor period. 
This was a fascinating talk, if you like Tudor history. To give atmosphere 
and drama to the evening,  Rosemary came dressed as a Tudor lady, in a 
costume she had made herself.  She described all the component parts, 
beautifully embroidered, down to the final shift, the only washable layer.  
They probably didn't have as many outfits as we do, they took so long to 
make by hand. She talked about Lady Katherine Champernowne. 
Born in Modbury in the South Hams, she was the daughter of a gentry 
family with close connections to King Henry VIII. Like others of that era, 
she was expected to put aside her dreams and accept the husband chosen 
for her. While just a girl, she married into the Gilbert family, whose 
descendants are still based at Compton Castle, near Paignton. The couple 
then lived in Greenway Court, overlooking the River Dart. Katherine 
settled into the life of a dutiful wife and mother until a chance shipboard 
encounter with a handsome privateer, turned her world upside down. 
Walter Raleigh, born in Hayes Barton around 1552, was the product of 
Katherine's second marriage.  
A highly recommended speaker. 
August will be our garden party and Jean has kindly offered her garden for 
our get together.  These events are always enjoyable and so relaxing, 
another opportunity for tea and cake. 
We are planning our September outing and Forde Abbey is the favoured 
destination this year.  All the ingredients of fresh air, good company, an 
insight into the history, beautiful gardens and probably more cake! Our 
usual meeting in September will feature Katherine Kelly explaining her Life 
on the Rocks. She comes from a family with a history of lighthouse 
keeping.  Sounds fascinating. 
For any ladies new to the village, just to explain that your WI meets on 
the second Tuesday of each month.  We  usually have a speaker, a social 
time with the  chance to chat  and make new friends or just catch up with 
old ones.  Then a small amount of WI business where outings, events and 
competitions details are shared with members.  Nothing too heavy, just a 
lovely relaxing time.  If that appeals to you then please contact our 
secretary/treasurer on 821610.                      Di Eden 
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Masonry & Conservation 

Specialists 
 

Repairs to Listed and Historic Proper-

ties 

Traditional Lime Mortar Repointing 

Brick Repairs - Walling  

 

Clyst St. George, Near Exeter 

 

 Tel: 01392 879824 Mob: 07825 698507 

Email: info@abacusstoneconservation.co.uk 

Web: www.abacusstoneconservation.co.uk 

  

Window Cleaner 

High reach hot water system 

Frames and doors all in 

Gutters/Fascias Cleaned 

 

 

 

For that personal service 

Sean  
Harris  
814963 

07737 419077 

Whimple History Society 

The Heritage Centre is open again 

Come and see our new displays 
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Christian 
Aid Week 
2002 - An 
update  

 
Including Gift Aid, the total raised for 

Christian Aid in Whimple this year 
was £850. This is down on last year’s 
incredible total of £1,200 but still a 

very generous result in the light of all 
the extra pressures and calls on 

people’s resources this year. 
THANK YOU VERY MUCH 
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Before finishing their education at Whimple 
School, I asked a group of Year Six students 

who are participating in their Civic Award 
about - what they have learned, their views 

on Whimple, and their thoughts of the 
future. Here’s a sample of their answers.  

       

To introduce yourselves, can you 
describe yourself in just 2 words?  
     

R - A Marvel Nerd  S - Weird & Creative   

J - Imaginative & Strange  T - Thoughtful & 
Kind  M - Loud & Modest!!   

I - Strange & Disturbing      F - Weird & Talkative 

What are your favourite subjects?    

S - Hometime! Oh and making stuff in DT  J - Creative story writing, and 
subjects to do with animals     T - Maths   M - I love Art & Drama   I - Writing and 
Music  F - Drama, because I’m a very dramatic person  R - PSHE because I can 
express my opinions, discuss things and tell jokes. 

As you come to the end of your time at Whimple School, what have 
been the best/worst bits? 
J - There are probably too many funny things to remember them all. There are 
some people at school that are particularly funny, which is quite nice. 
M - There have been a few arguments along the way, but particular people in 
our class are funny which helps. Now we are in year six we tend to sort out our 
own differences. 

F - Yes, and the school is very good at helping us to sort out problems. 
ALL - Bikeability was fun, but we had to wait for our turn, so we made up a 
whole musical about a woman who needed to make a potion to take over the 
world. 

What advice would you give to someone just about to start at 
Whimple School? 
T - It’s good to have a few friends with you to start school, so you’re not alone. 
S - Have a couple of really good friends, not fake friends 
J - Find good friends, trust them and stick with them and don’t let problems last 
too long 

You’ve been taking part in your Civic Award. What was involved? 
F - It’s for all Year six students over the year. You have to cover 5-6 categories - 
school, residential, two hobbies, local community, and you also have to organize 
something. You have a ceremony and receive a certificate at the end. We have 
to collect evidence to support our achievement and we talk to our school 
governors about it all. 

 

 

 

 
Take 10 Questions. With Year Six students of Whimple School 

Thank you to Izabell, Joe, Molly, Sutherland, Toby, Reuben and Floss. You are a credit to 
your school, and we wish you, and all of Year Sixes, the very best for the future. 
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What have you learned most from these experiences?   
ALL  - That it is important to work together. To be able to work independently 
without the teachers, on your own group projects. For example, someone put on 
a music festival which 50 people attended. It feels good to be helpful too. 

So, what sort of community do you think Whimple is? 
R - I think Whimple is a good community because you’ve got some people 
helping other people, though it’s not perfect. 
S - I haven’t been here too long but it feels safe, as it is a small community. 

M - It’s a nice little village, I like the village shop 
F - There is some gossip, but a lot of good stuff happens in the village. There’s 
quite a lot going on. 
Do you have any suggestions to improve the community? 
M - It’s good for everyone to know each other’s faces, so you can greet each 
other. We really like the MUGA too. 
R - I’d like to see more activities such as fencing or archery, but people might 
think we’re just too young 
S - I’d like to build some treehouses to play in. 

Leaving school can be an exciting time, what are your thoughts about 
the future and growing up in the wide world? 
S - I worry about having to talk to people I don’t know, AND having to do my own 
clothes shopping! 
J - I’m worried about a few things to do with the world generally. Climate change 
is worrying. Also that people might become too reliant on technology, robots etc. 
and get lazy and not do anything. But I’m also excited as there will be more 
opportunities for me. 
T - Jobs. I know what I want but I don’t know if I’ll be able to get to it. I want to be 
a Maths teacher. 

I - I’m excited about job opportunities too. I want to join the army and I think they 
should take on more women 
If you were Prime Minister, what Law would you introduce to make 
the country/world a better place? 
R - Every job should have a pay rise 
S - Create smaller factories in poorer parts of the country so that more jobs are 
available 
J - Poaching/killing animals would be as illegal as killing a person. Also, scientists 
would be asked to find a new eco material so that plastics could be banned 
T - To decrease pollution by removing any unwanted factories and support the 
factories we do need 
M - Black Equality and Equality for all 
I - To enable same-sex marriage in all countries 
F - Any gender to be able to be themselves 

By Sarah Thackeray 
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IN WHIMPLE 

Beacon 

All photos from Whimple What’s 
On. Thank you for posting. 
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Our Village Week 2022 
 

Well, the Village Week following 2019 was a long time coming.  After false starts in 
2020 and 2021, we were so pleased when Covid finally retreated sufficiently to 
enable us to go forward.  When I came to Whimple in 2016, the appeal was largely 
to do with the great sense of community we have here and so it was lovely to see 
everyone able to come together once again. 

Village Week is a huge enterprise and you do wonder if everything will work out so 
it’s such a delight  - and relief -  when it does.  We had some new events during 
Village Week including Yoga and Irish Dancing and on Village Day: Mark Poulton 
was ‘Punch and Judy’, Matt Pang provided some circus skills and Peter Salter 
demonstrated remote control cars on the new Pump Track.   Our First Aider also 
caused something of a commotion when he unexpectedly brought his own 
ambulance with him!  Music on the day and in the evening was provided by the 
Wareham Whalers and Byzantium Lane.  We did have a couple of hiccups – an 
event had to be cancelled, the pizza van discovered a previous commitment and 
the inflatable slide just couldn’t but overall it seemed to work.  Feedback seems to 
have been very positive – I hope you’re not all just being nice and if you are, don’t 
feel the need to tell me! 

There is always a danger that this could turn into an Oscar’s speech but nevertheless 
I do want to say thank you to everyone who contributed.  Primarily, all the people 
who attended events or came to Village Day despite the heat and therefore made 
all our work worthwhile.  Special thanks to Alex Spry for providing the marquees for 
Village Day , Cotley Farm for the haybales, the Young Farmers on the Bar, the WI in 
the tea tent and the PTA on the BBQ.  Also a personal thanks to John Male for the 
portaloos – such a relief after the loo debacle last year at the Tuck Inn! 

Finally, a huge thank you to the fantastic folk on the Village Week Committee who 
worked so hard: to Sue Ayres who pulled together a great programme for Village 
Week, David Myers (Treasurer), Sarah Thackeray (Fun Run), Martin Trimblett 
(Country Crafts, vehicles and muscles on the day), Sue Turner (stalls), Suzanne 
Rothwell (tombola and ducks), Tim Adkins (music), Marilyn Mills (refreshments), 
Marilyn Carr (bricabrac), Sarah Johnson (children’s games) and lastly to Bob Scanlan 
(PA, advertising, signage, prizes, egg catching and for being sensible and calm when 
I wasn’t). 

Louise Walmsley 
 

   The winners of the Village Week Raffle were: 

1st prize,   ticket 4650, Mike Daniel 
2nd prize, ticker 2847, The Pearson family  
3rd prize,  ticket 4823, Sally Jones. 
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Whimple Week 
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Whimple Week 

Many of the 
photos used 

are from 
Whimple 

What’s On. 
Thank you 
for posting. 
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Whimple Week 
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Whimple Victory Hall AGM 
Everyone is very welcome to attend. 

Contact the Chair, Sue Ayres, on 01404 823082  
or the Secretary, Di Wilkins, diana_wilkins@hotmail.com, for further  

information. 
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(Like the owner..) 

www.planetsal.co.uk 

info@planetsal.co.uk 
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A Window on Whimple’s Weather – March/April 2022 

Welcome to the next instalment of weather summaries from Whimple’s two 
weather stations; 
Slewton Crescent and Cobden Lane. This report presents data collated from both 
sources. 

Slewton Crescent Weather Station: https://bit.ly/35qwR9K 
Cobden Lane Weather Station: https://bit.ly/3bt3FTf 

 Live and historical data sets are available for each station, through the links, above. 
 
May – After an exceptionally dry April, May delivered 52.8 mm of rainfall, slightly 
lower than an average of 59mm, the wettest day being the 30th, when 10.9mm of 
rain fell. Met office warnings of thunderstorms on the 15th & 16th did not 
significantly materialise around Whimple. Following a chilly start to the month 
(maximum daytime temperatures around 10°C), temperatures climbed in the first 
week to a very pleasant 22°C on the 7th; the warmest day. Nights were quite cool at 
the end of the month with the 28th being the coldest with a low of 4.3°C. However, 
overall, the temperatures and sunshine were all slightly below average for May.  

June – brought some welcome sunshine for the start of the Platinum Jubilee 
weekend celebrations, though the Saturday and Sunday, whilst cloudy with a few 
light showers, turned out mostly dry! The month started clear and cool with the 
coldest night on 1st (3.6°C). Daytime temperatures climbed to an exceptionally hot 
31.9°C on the17th, the warmest day of the year, triggering Met Office weather 
warnings for heat. Total sunshine for June was slightly higher than average whilst 
rainfall at 46.5mm was slightly lower. The tail end of Tropical Storm Alex threatened 
Scotland with severe gales and produced Whimple’s windiest day on the 8th, with 
sustained gusts of over 48kph. 

 

Note: Wind data is from Cobden Lane, while other data is from Slewton Crescent. 
Phil Dominy & David Brewer. Please send any comments / questions to us by email: 
dominypr@hotmail.com 

2022 May Date June Date 

Warmest Day 22.3 °C 07/05/2022 31.9 °C 17/06/2022 

Coolest Night 4.3 °C 28/05/2022 3.6 °C 01/06/2022 

Windiest 24hrs 29.5 km/h 25/05/2022 32.8 km/h 08/06/2022 

Wettest 24hrs 10.9 mm 30/05/2022 9.1 mm 18/06/2022 

Av. Maximum 18.4 °C N/A 21.2 °C N/A 

Av. Minimum 7.7 °C N/A 9.2 °C N/A 

Total Rain 52.8 mm N/A 46.5 mm N/A 

Total Sunshine 113.5 kWh/
kW 

91.5% of 
Av. 

128.6 kWh/
kW 

108.9% of 
Av. 

https://bit.ly/35qwR9K
https://bit.ly/3bt3FTf
mailto:dominypr@hotmail.com
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Hats and Fascinators 

• Bridal headwear and tiaras 

• Mother of bride/groom 

• Match your outfit/theme 

• Men’s buttonholes 

• Unique fascinators for 
themed events 

• Retrim a hat you already own 

• Felt hats for winter 

• Caps and berets 

Hilary Nowill 

The Pea, The Square, Whimple  

822581 

• Topping  

• Harrowing 

• Rolling 

• Hedge-cutting 

• Spraying - weed control 

• Soil sampling 

• Lime spreading 

• Fencing, field shelters, stables. 

• Fully insured and qualified 

  

www.southwestpaddockcare.co.uk 

JONTY CORBIN 

01404 812139 

07512678976 

SOUTH WEST 
PADDOCK CARE 

 

 

To book an appointment ring 01404 823400 or 07494 365547  

or book through my Facebook page 

http://www.southwestpaddockcare.co.uk
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For a free initial consultation, contact us at 

8 Jesu Street, Ottery St. Mary, EX11 1EU 

Tel: 01404 812555  
Email: advice@ee-osm.co.uk 

Web: www.easterbrooks.co.uk 
 

E A S T E R B RO O K , 
EATON LTD 
Chartered Accountants-Registered Auditors 
  

Relax!......let us take care of all your Taxation,  

Accountancy and Business affairs. 

 

 

07939 879305 
01404 823258 

 (Whimple) 

Geoff 

Delves  

Roofing 

YOUR FRIENDLY, LOCAL ROOFER,  

WITH OVER 30 YEARS IN THE TRADE 

PLEASE CALL ME IF YOU WOULD LIKE  

A QUOTE FOR ANYTHING FROM  

REPAIRS, FLAT ROOFING AND  

TILE REPLACEMENTS, TO A FULL ROOF  

INSTALLATION OR SLATE WALL  

CLADDING.  
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Protect our Whimple  & Rockbeare Group 

July 2022 www.powr.live                       Email: contact@powr.live 

By-election result 
The Liberal Democrats did well in Tiverton & Honiton By-election in our 
neighbouring constituency on the 23rd June. Richard Foord took the seat 
from the Conservative party with more than 22,000 votes, which was a swing 
of almost 30%. A decisive result in this part of Devon. 
 
Ukraine 
Following on from the last edition, currently there are now at least four 
households in Whimple hosting Ukrainians, who have arrived in the past 
couple of months. All are settling in well and have received a warm welcome 
by the village. Some have already found local work, and they are all enjoying 
the amazing weather and the beautiful, peaceful Devon countryside. Let’s 
keep the Blue and Yellow flag flying in Whimple. 
 
Cranbrook a brief history 
In the 1980s, against the background of a buoyant housing market, 
proposals came from the private sector to develop new towns and new 
villages in the UK especially in the South. These were to be ‘balanced 
communities’ developed to a high standard of design, extensively 
established by a consortium of house builders. This was known as the 
‘Developer Led approach’ which is now a discredited form of development.  
In 2007 the concept was turning into a reality, when the ‘go ahead’ for five 
new Eco-towns was established - a policy to increase the numbers of 
housing stock. It was always intended to be a New Town. Building work 
began at Cranbrook in June 2011 and the first residents moved in during the 
summer of 2012. The original Town was set between the old A30, London 
Road and the Waterloo railway line for Exeter. However, plans were 
submitted for four additional developments, which form part of the Master 
Plan for Cranbrook. The others being: Treasbeare (south of London Road), 
Bluehayes to the west side of Cranbrook, the Grange to the east of 
Rockbeare and Cobdens, to the East of Cranbrook. It is understood that the 
original site for the Town Centre has shifted nearer to the London Road, 
adjacent to the Cranberry Farm PH. 
 
The Town centre site has been fenced off, extensively to get the Morrison’s 
supermarket built, but the other retail shops could be a long time coming. 
There should have been a pledge to build the two elements together. 
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POW+R group has made several responses over the years and more recently 
challenged the approach of the Planning Inspector. At this point in time, there is no 
news on the four added developments, although the expectation is the summer of 
2022, which could include a number of modifications to the Plan. As it stands, the 
planning application of Cobden Estate, includes a section of 500 homes in the 
Parish of Whimple.  
 
The New Fountain Inn 
POW+R understand that a local individual has made an offer on the Pub which 
has been accepted.  
 
Whimple – Planning Application for Solar Farm 
At present there is no decision made on Planning Application Ref: 22/0783/MFUL 
for the Solar Farm. 
 
Neighbourhood Plan 
The original hard copies of the village questionnaire have been downloaded onto 
the on-line survey, so the data is ready for analysis. There are a cluster of replies 
to the letters sent to over 100 other organisations, local authorities, businesses 
and statutory bodies.  
 
The NP Team has now built a larger team to focus on the key subject areas of the 
plan, using their individual expertise as much as possible. We will make reference 
to other approved NP’s, the 2018 village survey, the feedback from the public at 
our Village Hall event and the data captured through the questionnaire process. 
We are still getting some responses from the other organisations. The progress 
will all be reviewed each month to ensure we are on track for the 31st October 
completion of the draft NP. There will also be a chance to engage with villagers to 
seek feedback to the Draft Neighbourhood Plan. This is being done with 
consideration to the EDDC local plan and we are working with a Senior Planning 
Officer to ensure good communication.  
 
If you want to be part of the process to ‘Protect our Whimple and Rockbeare’ we’d 
love to hear from you! The Neighbourhood Plan will be achieved by: Ambition, 
Determination, Cooperation and you.   
 
We wish all villagers well, good health, contentment and happy holidays.  

Let’s make this work for our future rests on the ‘We love Whimple’  

Neighbourhood Plan. 

  

Alan Lascelles - Press and Publicity                           Date:  19th July 2022 
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BRICKWORK&MASONRY 
New build-extend-refurbishment-renovate 

alteration-barns-hard landscape-repairs 

 

 

3 The Signals 
Talaton Road 
Whimple 
Exeter 
EX5 2QL 

Telephone Mark on 

 822913 or 

07817097721 
Email – mproberts@live.co.uk 

Your friendly, reliable local tradesman 

No job too small.  

City and Guilds 

Qualified 

 

Stables and Grazing 

for Horses and Ponies 

Good private location 

Whimple 1 mile. POA 

Call John 

01404 822232 

07875 174763 
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Activities at the club continue apace, but we do now start to look towards the  
off-season period. Our run of All-Stars cricket and junior training has been a 
tremendous success this summer. Thank you to all the parents, players, coaches, 
and helpers involved in making this such a success. It has been fantastic to see 
nearly 150 children playing cricket on a Friday night and to welcome families and 
friends to the club. Our young cricketers have competed well in games against 
local opposition and we are excited to see them come through in the years ahead. 
 
The Village Week charity day was a great success. Four sides of mixed ages 
played out a 100-ball tournament. In the final game, the Ubuntu Sables just 
pipped Whimple's Witton Warriors to the trophy. This was the kind of day that 
brings out the best of Whimple cricket club and was quickly followed by a 
successful Vice Presidents lunch. Some remaining dates to look out for are: 
 
Monday 29th August: Whiteways Cup 

• Saturday 10th September: 12th Man End of Season Festival 

• 16th September: Junior Presentation Night 

• 15th October: End of Season Dinner 
 
5th November: Bonfire and Fireworks 
Tickets for the 12th Man Festival and Bonfire Night are now on sale, you can find 
links to buy at www.whimplecc.co.uk.  
 
The last weekend of cricket in the diary is the 3rd/4th September. Games that 
weekend could be important for the league position of our teams. As things 
quieten on the cricket front, Sunday football will pick up. With various TV sports 
events in the winter diary we hope to be 
opening the club regularly.  
As ever, the club is also available for private 
bookings and do get in touch if you would 
like to look at dates.   
 
James Woolam 

Charity Day Winners 

http://www.whimplecc.co.uk/
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Dear lovely people of Whimple 
 

We want to say a massive thank you for the kindness you showed us during the 
various lockdowns. It's hard now to remember how stressful that initial time was. 
Jen's mum died in February and then the lockdown seemed to come so quickly that 
we hardly had time to think before we were having to make a decision about how 
to keep the shop open. That turned out to be physically demanded for our family 
but actually the hardest part was just getting stock in. There were so many shortages 
and we were so grateful to have forged links with local businesses who were able to 
keep supplies going of essential items. 

We hadn't really given it much thought until recently when we were lucky enough 
to be at Glastonbury Festival. All four of our family were there and we used some of 
the money you gave us to treat ourselves to a nice campsite with a pre-erected tent 
and it made such a big difference to our experience. We all acknowledged how 
lucky we were to be there and wanted to say a massive thank you to the village for 
giving us the opportunity to have such a special time. This, with our amazing trip to 
Burgh Island Hotel between lockdowns, and a lovely family and dog trip to Talland 
Bay in Cornwall just after we sold the shop have meant a great deal and we are truly 
grateful for the kind and generous gift you gave us which we have tried to use in 
amazing ways as a family 

Jenny and Mark 
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The search begins for Devon’s Best Young Landscape Artist 2022 

 
Young artists aged 18 and under can now compete for the title of Devon’s Best Young 

Landscape Artist 2022. Devon CPRE, a South West branch of the countryside charity 

CPRE, held the competition for the first time last year and was impressed with the 

quality and quantity of entries from across the county.  

 

The charity is inviting budding young artists to showcase their creativity by capturing 

Devon’s unique and precious landscapes in the medium of their choice. There are two 

entry categories - one for teenagers and one for younger children - with cash prizes for 

the winners. 

 

Exeter-based landscape artist Kath Hadden will again join Devon CPRE Director Penny 

Mills to judge the entries. They are hoping to receive as many original pictures and 

paintings as they did in 2021, when the winners were Christopher Moore with his mixed-

media seascape and Matilda Baker with her verdant Dartmoor scene.  

 

Anything goes as far as the choice of landscape is concerned - as long as it’s in Devon. 

It could be a favourite beach or beauty spot, a local park or green space, somewhere 

visited on a day out or even the artist’s own garden.  

 

Devon CPRE Director Penny Mills says, “Kath and I thoroughly enjoyed looking through 

all the artwork last year. Such a lot of effort had gone into the entries and there was 

some real talent. We had our work cut out judging so many fantastic paintings and 

drawings, each capturing a uniquely personal perspective of Devon’s coast and 

countryside. We’re really looking forward to seeing what this year will bring.” 

 

The competition is simple to enter with cash prizes for each age category. Full details of 

how to enter can be found on the Devon CPRE website. The deadline for entries is 

Friday, 30 September 2022.  

 

www.devoncpre.org.uk 

 

 

http://www.devoncpre.org.uk
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Tale Valley Choir. St Mary’s Church Whimple. Sunday 3rd July 22 
Emma Palmer and the Tale Valley Choir have done it again! 

When I first wrote about T.V.C.  in July 2018 the choir was not so long in the tooth 
as it is now. They were good then and many audience members left their concerts 
with smiles on their faces. 

This time was the same but also the choir, justifiably, had broad smiles on their 
faces. They work hard – I know – I am a groupie with a chorister spouse. 

Four years on since I first saw them, with a pandemic in between, they are even 
better. They are all together as one. The basses and tenors sing as one with the 
sopranos and altos. 

 ‘At last’ says Emma to herself in a quiet moment. 

The choristers sing without score folders. Stories that Emma wears the words on her 
front (back to the audience) are greatly exaggerated,...but legible…at a distance..  

Beginning with works written in the 11th Century through to ‘modern’ composers 
like Purcell [1690] they sang in many tongues; Latin, Spanish, French as well as Olde 
English and (new) English.  

The men sang a stirring Purcell [1690] in the round, “I Gave her Cakes”. Some time 
before that was “Greensleeves”, purportedly Elizabethan, and Your Hay It is Mowed 
with Robert, soloing from the pulpit.  

The concert  began at the back of the church with  O Virtus Sapientiae  a Latin 
Plainsong written  around the early 11th Century 

They ended with more Latin ,O Lux Beata, which came from the 4th Century 

There are others of course. Mournful songs but nevertheless beautiful. Ay! Linda 
Amiga - Spanish  and  Weep O Mine Eyes - English. 

There was also an old favourite  in the form of 
Pleasant and Delightful known by the likes of 
me as ‘Nancy’, where the men and women part 
and talk to each other in song.  

The Whimple folk I spoke to were all 
enthusiastic. The most notable were : ‘I never 
expected to enjoy it so much. I really came 
along to support the choir. But it was 
marvellous and it brought tears to my eyes’ 
and:- ‘It was pretty ancient stuff  and I thought I 
would just have to sit it out to support 
somebody in the choir. Well it was pretty 
amazing.’  

Emma Palmer finally seems to have cracked the 
use of a tuning fork without  having to 
succumb to surgery. 

Well done TVC 

Richard Davies 

July 2022 
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From September we will be back for a full season of monthly films, 
bringing the magic of the big screen cinema to Whimple Victory 
Hall. Our next film is an extraordinary and true story of an idea 
that hoped to alter the course of World War 2 - defying logic, 
risking countless thousands of lives, and testing the nerves of its 
creators to breaking point. 

Annual membership fee of £20 per person can be paid in cheque 
or cash and dropped in the mailbox at Sandfords (the house 
opposite the school). There are no forms to fill in – we just need 
your name, email and postal addresses. Alternatively email 
Richard at rldavies0@gmail.com for details of how to pay by bank 
transfer. Temporary memberships for visitors are also available 
from the village stores for £4.50 per month. 
 

Dates for Autumn 2022 

Saturday 10th September  
Saturday 8th October 
Saturday 12th November 
Saturday 17th December 
 

Doors open 7pm for 7.30 

Complimentary snacks 

BYO Drinks 

Ice Cream Interval 

View our latest newsletter to see what’s showing 
 https://tinyurl.com/WhimpleFRC  

mailto:rldavies0@gmail.com
https://tinyurl.com/WhimpleFRC
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darren peek 

plastering 

contractor 
 

plastering and rendering, 

dry-lining, coving, 

cob and lime specialist, 

floor-screeds,  

mobile 07786514172 

tel 01404 41211 

darrenpeek2@aol.com 
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    Young Community Theatre 4All 
A Drama group for children in school years 4 to 9 

 

The first meeting for this fantastic new 
project will be in Talaton Parish Hall on 
Tuesday 4th October from 4.30pm to 
5.30pm and every Tuesday thereafter 
during term time. For this project Young 
Community Theatre 4All will be working 
with Tom & Frances Samson & Julia 
Green, all experienced retired teachers 
with enhanced DBS clearance. 

Membership is £25 per term to cover 
basic production costs and is open to all 
(no previous experience necessary).  

 

 

I teach piano in Whimple and also online.  

From 7yrs upwards, no upper limit!  

Fun and instructive lessons. 

Competitively priced, various lesson lengths 

available, daytime and after school slots. 

Contact me for more details: 

01404 823083 

empalmusic@gmail.com 

Emma Palmer 
Music Tuition 



 

58 

It has been another busy term here at school; it’s amazing what we manage 
to fit in, as well as continuing to teach all areas of the curriculum.  
With the return of formal assessments, the majority of children have 
been tested or assessed for something in some form or another. We are 
very pleased with all of our results but, especially our Key Stage 2 SATs 
results: all of our Year 6 children met the expected standard or above for 
reading; 96% for maths and 72% for writing. Not bad considering what the 
children have been through in the past two years! I would like to thank all 
the efforts of our staff, children and their parents – a real team effort. 

All the classes have been on school trips linked to aspects of their 
curriculum – Elm Class visited Occombe Farm, Ash Class visited Seaton 
Wetlands, Oak Class toured Kents Cavern Prehistoric Caves and Beech 
Class took the train to Exeter to visit The Royal Albert Memorial Museum. 
Our Year 5 and 6 children have recently spent a week on residential at 
Pixie’s Holt, near Dartmeet. 

Despite the dodgy weather, we were able to hold our Sports Day at the 
Cricket Club with parents present. The children’s favourite activity was the 
team tug of war competition. 
As we head towards the end of another school year, I would like to thank 
everyone who has worked with our children in any capacity. We always 
appreciate all the extras our volunteers do for us, To name a few – our 
garden is looking amazing, our reading volunteers who attend regularly and 
our Christmas quilting completed by the ladies in July!  
In September, we were hoping to have a more ‘normal’ year, and although in 
more recent months we have managed many of our usual activities, it has 
been another challenging year. I would like to thank all my staff for their 
tireless hard work and flexibility throughout the year. Have a good summer 
and we will see you in September! 
Mrs Carole Shilston 
Headteacher 
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We also discovered that some people volunteered to join 

the Home Guard, Civil Defence or Women’s Land Army 

and did this in addition to their day job. We also 

learned how (in theory) to remove an incendiary 

bomb from a room and spent time in an Anderson 

shelter, listening to sound recordings from the Blitz 

and tried to imagine what it might have been like to 

take cover during an air raid. It was great day and 

helped us all learn more about this period of our 

history. 

Also, our KS2 children were lucky 
enough to go and watch the 
England Women’s Cricket team 
play South Africa in Taunton. A 
great time was had by all. 

School Trips 

On Tuesday 5th July, Beech Class visited Exeter Museum to 

learn more about aspects of World War II. While working in 

small groups, we carried out five different activities that 

were led by some very knowledgeable volunteers and 

based around local people’s experiences of living through 

the war. We found out that food was rationed during the 

war and that many families grew vegetables so they had 

greater variety of ingredients to use when creating meals. 
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Devon County Councillor (iain.chubb@devon.gov.uk)  
Iain Chubb   07932 459595, 01297 35468   
East Devon District Councillor:  
Richard Lawrence 07703 350285  
Parish Council (whimpleparishcouncil@gmail.com) 
Chairman: John Griffiths 823480 
Clerk: Claire Rayner  812570 
Primary School (admin@whimple-primary.devon.sch.uk) 
Headteacher: Carole Shilston 822584 
Chair of Governors: Linden Best 822595  
Whimple School PTA (Whimple.pta@gmail.com)  
Alisonshorer@hotmail.com 
St. Mary’s Church 

Parish Priest: Rev. Marc Kerslake  822525   
Impact Cell: Helen Bowker 823193 
Bellringers: Marianne Randall 07834 809270 
Book Group 
Tanya Mooney 823326 
Cricket Club (jameswoollam@gmail.com) 
Booking Secretary: James Woollam  07989 234372 
Football Club 
Chairman: Victoria Kendrew  07966 550260 
Secretary: Lee Wheaton 077341 52120  
Front Row Club  
email: frontrowclub@gmail.com 
History Society 
Chairman: David Rastall 822486 
Secretary: Roger Smith 822244 
Over Sixties Club  
Chairman: Arthur Iball 822905 
Secretary: Beryl Iball 822905 
Pre-School & Toddler Group (www.whimplepreschool.com) 
Chair: Joe Pearce  823512 
Information: Jo Sibley 07794 652549 or admin@whimplepreschool.com  
Recreation Trust 
Knowle Cross Sports Ground: Roger Smith 822244 
Scout Group 
Group Scout Leader (and Marquee Booking): Alex Spry 822844 
Table Tennis Club 
Chris Beer  07787 544192 
Tennis Club 
Secretary: Viv Brown 07876 653264 
Treasurer: Glenn Starkey 07967 698600 
Victory Hall 
Chair: Sue Ayres 823082 
Secretary: Di Wilkins 758459  
Booking Sec: Ali Tierney 822724 
Village Week  
Chair: Louise Walmsley 371433 
Whimple and District Gardening Club 
Chairman; Paul Wilson 822744  
Whimpletons 
Cathy Bartlett-Horwood 823944 
Womens Institute  
President: Sarah Hogg  822886 
Whimple and Broadclyst Young Farmers:  
Vice Chair: John Down  07580 938109 
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Production 
Bob Scanlan 822262 
bob.scanlan@eclipse.co.uk 

Sally Wilde  823246 
Sarah Thackeray 
Muhammet Bayrak 
 

Advertising  
Ed Hitchcock 01392 427982 
edhitch@btinternet.com 
 

Community Diary  
 

Delivery 
Cathy Sharkey  822939 
 

Treasurer 
Miles Leonard 822415 
 

 

The Whimple News Team 
WN139 

FRIENDS OF WHIMPLE STATION  
We are a group of local residents who formed 
last year with the support of The Devon and 
Cornwall Rail Partnership and the Community 
Rail Network. Our aim is to establish an 
ongoing project to improve the appearance 
of the station and develop ideas which reflect 
the heritage of the village. We particularly 

want to show the important part that cyder-making has made to the 
village, and to the station itself.  
We are currently underway with installing planters, decorating part of 
the fence with artwork and installing interpretation boards but would 
like to achieve a lot more. 
We have managed to obtain a small amount of funding but are hoping 
for more as the project develops. 
If you are interested in our project or want to get involved, please look 
us up on Facebook or contact Tim on 07704 935873. 
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