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Longfield Cattery 

 

heated single and double chalets 

personal care and attention 

 

(now also looking after small animals) 

 
01404 822275 

stephen@longfieldcattery.co.uk 

www.longfieldcattery.co.uk 
Longfield ~ Church Road ~ Whimple ~ Exeter ~ EX5 2TF 

www.guardiansecuritysw.co.uk   www.smartaccessltd.co.uk 
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OUR OPENING AND SERVING TIMES: 
Monday-Friday 12 –9 for food. Closing at 11.30pm,  

On Saturdays Breakfast is served 10-12noon and  

food is served until 9pm. Closing at 11.30pm 

On Sundays food is served 12.00noon-8.00pm. Closing at 10.30pm 
 

 
 

   

The Thirsty 
Farmer  

WHIMPLE, EXETER, DEVON, EX5 2QQ 

Telephone: 01404 822287 
www.thirstyfarmer.co.uk 

 

LIVE MUSIC DATES 

Blue Arse Fly - Friday 25th October 

Eventine - Friday 15th November 

K2 - Friday 29th November 

Double Entendre - Friday 6th December  

A FRIENDLY PUB, SERVING  GOOD                                                       
QUALITY, LOCAL PRODUCE. 

 

JOIN US FOR OUR QUIZ EVERY OTHER SUNDAY AT 8pm 
ENTRY MONEY GOES TO LOCAL CAUSES 

CHRISTMAS BOOKINGS NOW BEING TAKEN!! 

POP IN AND ASK TO SEE OUR MENU. 
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O’DELL PLUMBING & HEATING 
jason.odell1@virgin.net 

07974 818833  
FOR ALL TYPES OF GAS AND OIL HEATING INSTALLATIONS. 

BOILER SERVICE, REPAIR & BREAKDOWNS. 

BATHROOMS & SHOWERS. 

UNVENTED HOT WATER SYSTEMS. 

UNDERFLOOR HEATING. 

 

4094 

07939 879305 
01404 823258 

 (Whimple) 

Geoff  

Delves  

Roofing 

YOUR FRIENDLY, LOCAL ROOFER,  

WITH OVER 30 YEARS IN THE TRADE 

PLEASE CALL ME IF YOU WOULD LIKE  

A QUOTE FOR ANYTHING FROM  

REPAIRS, FLAT ROOFING AND  

TILE REPLACEMENTS, TO A FULL ROOF  

INSTALLATION OR SLATE WALL  

CLADDING.  
 

jasonodell.plumbing@gmail.com 
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What’s On In Whimple  

October 
 

  7th Whimple Parish Council Planning Meeting – Victory Hall 7.00 
  8th WI Monthly Meeting Victory Hall – 7.00 for 7.30pm – Open meeting – 

Devon Ghosts with Robert Hesketh 
  8th Whimple Youth Club – Victory Hall 5.15 - 6.30pm – details page 37 
10th Dinner with Alan Dodds and ‘The beginnings of David Bowie’, Victory Hall – 

7.30pm - details page 12 
12th Front Row Club – 7.00 for 7.30pm – details on website/posters 
21st Whimple Parish Council Meeting Victory Hall 7.00pm 
24th  VPA talk – Graham White on ‘Herbaceous perennials and borders’ – 7.30pm 

Victory Hall 
25th 30th Anniversary Celebrations of the formation of Whimple History Society, 

7.30pm at the Victory Hall 
26th Soup’n’Sarnie, Victory Hall 12.00noon to 1.30pm 
27th Apple Pressing at the Heritage Centre from 11.00 am to 2.00pm 
29th Whimple Youth Club – Victory Hall 5.15-6.30pm – details page 37 
 

November 
 

  2nd Front Row Club – 7.00 for 7.30pm – details on website/posters 
  2nd Fireworks Display – Whimple Cricket Club, sponsored by The Thirsty Farmer 

5.30 - 8.30pm. Tickets from The Farmer/Shop 
  3rd Young Farmers Big Breakfast Victory Hall 8.00am - 12noon, details page 29 
  4th Whimple Parish Council Planning Meeting – Victory Hall 7.00pm 
  8th VPA Quiz Night - 7.30pm Victory Hall 
10th  Remembrance Service at St Mary’s Church at 10.50am 
11th MacMillan Coffee Afternoon Victory Hall 2.00pm organised by Whimple 

School children 
12th Whimple Youth Club – Victory Hall 5.15 - 6.30pm – details page 37 
12th WI Monthly Meeting at Victory Hall – 7.00 for 7.30pm. Open meeting – 

‘New tricks for old gardeners‘ by Katherine Crouch 
18th Whimple Parish Council Meeting Victory Hall 7.00pm 
22nd Whimple History Society talk – Victory Hall- 7.30pm. Details TBA 
26th Whimple Youth Club – Victory Hall 5.15 - 6.30pm – details page 37 
30th Soup’n’Sarnie, Victory Hall 12.00noon to 1.30pm 
 

December 
 

  2nd Whimple Parish Council Planning Meeting – Victory Hall 7.00 
  7th Front Row Club – 7.00 for 7.30pm – details on website/posters –Christmas 

Special 
  7th History Society Christmas Lunch - Cricket Club - 12.00noon 
10th Whimple Youth Club – Victory Hall 5.15 - 6.30pm – details page 37 
10th WI Christmas Party at Victory Hall – 7.00 for 7.30pm. 
14th Soup’n’Sarnie Christmas Special Lunch, Victory Hall 12.00noon 
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Ed the Ed 

Welcome to your October/November edition of the Whimple News...and suddenly 
we will be preparing the Christmas edition and 2019 will be done and dusted! We 
are pleased to offer an article from Kathy Mclauchlan who has picked up on 
concerns about the speed of cars through the village and is looking for interested 
volunteers – please contact Kathy if you would like to offer some help here.  

We also have the results of the Village Hall Survey on pages 32 and 33 – it is clear 
that national funding is not a viable route to go, and it looks like we will have to fund 
any refurbishment using local council budgets and reserves from the hall funds. 
More professional advice will be sought to clarify what needs to be done first. 
Watch this space! 

Congratulations to Karen Hall-Williams for her 53.8 mile cycle ride on behalf of the 
Devon Historic Churches Cycle Ride which she completed recently. Karen writes 
very fondly of the opportunity for ‘me time’ as you cycle which is always an extra 
bonus to the keeping physically fit aspect. We have some lovely countryside round 
here to cycle in, and I have been out and about more this year than any other, and 
recently broke the 1000 mile barrier for 2019 which is a personal best for an old 
man! 

Well done to the Football Club Committee for rescuing the Sunday League – it is 
one thing to run the village team but totally another to get involved at a higher level. 
It is a great example of doing something valuable for the community.  

It looks like the WI had a cracking afternoon for their Garden Party and the photos 
show a well supported event! I like the idea of the Open Meetings that they run, and 
plan to attend the meeting with the guest speaker on ‘Ghosts’.  

I think that Paul Wilson must be lying down in a darkened room with a damp towel 
round his head after his heroic reports from the VPA Annual Show – another well 
supported event in this wonderful village. 

At the time of writing this editorial, it is a day after the Honiton event ‘From gate to 
plate’, which was brilliant – there were many stalls with a wide variety of foods on 
offer. We came away with some fine pies, vegetables and a goat curry and a joint of 
goat (from Talaton!). Other more liquid exhibits were tried and tested immediately – 
flavoured gins, rum with spicy ginger beer, cider from Ventons in Clyst St Lawrence 
and Otter beer...and then when we got off the train in the afternoon, we sampled 
some tapas and wine in the Farmer as we were passing the door - it would be rude 
to walk on by! 

You will see later in the magazine that I am hanging up my Editor’s Quill, but will 
continue with articles and looking after the advertising with Miles. I feel that it is 
time for some fresh thinking to lead this great magazine, so the team are looking for 
my replacement – see the advert on page 15, and please contact Cathy Sharkey for 
more details. I have had a great time looking after this mighty missive but after some 
20 years we need some new thinking – could that be you? 

If you would like to contribute an article for the Christmas edition then please either 
send it to me or Bob on bob.scanlan@eclipse.co.uk by November 8th..thank you! 

EdH 
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Looking forward to the festive period and we know some of you like to start your 
cards and wrapping early. We will have our Christmas stock in by the end of 
September but it may not be on display. Please feel free to ask and we will happily 
show you the stock we have. 

We are now using a unit in the shop for products that are kinder to the environment. 
These include reusable cups, face cloths and scrubbies and a wider range of soap 
bars. We try to buy local produce wherever possible and also we try to buy 
unpackaged goods, so that you can buy loose goods without the need to use a 
single use bag. 

We look forward to stocking some local apples and produce over the autumn 
period. As you know, we stock delicious homemade cakes – made by a lady in 
Rockbeare – palm oil free. Her cakes are wonderful and she delivers fresh ones to 
us now on Monday, Wednesday and Friday.  

Post Office 

Christmas delivery time leaflets will be available in store from 23rd September. If 
you are sending parcels overseas and wish to use the economy services the last 
posting date can be as early as 5th October. 

For general mail the last day for posting 2nd class mail will be Wednesday 18th 
December and for 1st class mail Friday 20th December. 

We are always happy to give advice on postage prices and services. Generally, a 
small parcel should measure not larger than 45cm x 35cm x 16cm. If it is under 2kg 
this parcel size can cost as little as £3 for a second class parcel. If your parcel weighs 
more than 2kg then the price jumps up considerably and sometimes it is better 
value to split a parcel. If you are unsure bring your package in unsealed and check 
before you send. 

As always there are restrictions as to what can be posted so please check this with 
us too. Batteries can be confusing. Lithium batteries can be posted if they are sent 
with or attached to the piece of equipment which uses them. Alkaline batteries can 
also be sent if they are in their original packaging. Alkaline batteries cannot be sent if 
they are out of packaging or attached to a piece of equipment. If you are posting 
children’s toys, make sure batteries are removed if they are already in them. These 
rules apply as very often Royal Mail will use air services to transport goods, even 
inland, so air freight rules apply for safety purposes. 

We are still able to provide banking services for the majority of High Street Banks. If 
you are unsure if your bank is supported at the Post Office, please come with your 
card and we can find out for you which services you can use. 

Mark, Jenny and team 

01404 822316 
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Whimple Victory Hall 

 

 
Join us for 

Soup’n’Sarnie Lunch 
 

12.00noon to 1.30pm on 
 

Saturday 26th October 
and Saturday 30th November 
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District Councillor’s report 
 

Another busy couple of months assisting residents of Rockbeare and Whimple. 
Feeling a little overwhelmed at times but remain positively passionate about why I 
chose to represent you all. 

 

Vehicle Speeds on Whimple Roads/Lanes 

Recently I have noticed that the speed vehicles are travelling in and around 
Whimple has increased. This is of great concern to many residents who use 

our roads (we have few pavements) to access our wonderful facilities and who 
amble for pleasure. There are reports of pets being hit by cars/vans, this is so very 
sad and with lower speeds may have been preventable. In a worst-case scenario and 
not meaning to sensationalise this, these beloved pets could well have been our 
children. 

So to action, I put a piece on the Whimple What’s on (WWO) site and have had 
some response. For those of you who do not have access to WWO, I am going to 
explore the possibility of forming a community speed watch group. If you would be 
interested in finding out more please contact me via email and I shall add you to my 
list of interested parties. 

 

 Green waste fortnightly collection service 

East Devon has introduced a district-wide chargeable green waste collection 
service. 

The council is working with partners SUEZ UK to provide a fortnightly chargeable 
green waste collection service for its residents who have been asking for a reliable 
district-wide service of this kind for some time. 

All of the green waste collected is composted in East Devon and used by local 
farms. The service costs £48 a year and collections are made from the kerbside - 
easy, reliable, recycled. The service is not being subsidised by the council tax payer.  

The service is provided for eleven months of the year with a six-week break at 
Christmas each year. The Christmas break period will be notified to residents with 
our usual Christmas/New Year collection calendar. 

Only those properties that we can access with our full-sized vehicles are able to 
subscribe. If you are interested there is a page on the EDDC website; properties 
could always share a bin if that would be more economical. 
 

UPDATE ON CRANBROOK 

THIS ARTICLE HAS BEEN TAKEN FROM AN 
ANNOUNCEMENT MADE BY EDDC ON 16TH AUGUST 
2019 

The Cranbrook plan, together with its supporting evidence and 
the public comments received can be found on the East Devon web site: 

https://eastdevon.gov.uk/planning/planning-policy/cranbrook-plan/cranbrook-plan-
consultation-responses-and-submission/#article-content 
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Pilates Classes 
 

Small friendly class, suitable for all levels. 

Functional, Strengthening,  
Core based exercises. 

West Hill Village Hall  

10AM Thursday mornings 

For more information contact  

Julie Read on 07966 571159 

or email juliereadfitness@live.co.uk  

 

Community engagement has been a key part of production of the plan 
and the many comments received have helped to shape its content. The council 
believes it represents the best way forward for the development of Cranbrook, 
which is already a bustling town with over 4000 residents, schools, shops, a 
community centre, GP practice and railway station, as well as a very attractive 
country park among its many features. 

The comments received will be reviewed by a Planning Inspector, appointed by the 
Secretary of State, who will consider the plan. The inspector is likely to hold a series 
of hearing sessions in public in the autumn to hear from parties who have made 
representations. These sessions will be publicised when they have been arranged.  

Following these sessions, the inspector will prepare a report which the council 
hopes to receive early in 2020. 

 

 Cllr Kathy Mclauchlan  

Whimple and Rockbeare Ward  

Email: Kmclauchlan@eastdevon.gov.uk  

Tel: 07811138177 
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WHIMPLE CHURCH 
http://churches4all.org/ 

Firstly, a big “thank you” to all those who helped with the Church Saturday Morning 
Coffee sessions throughout the Summer.  

We are also grateful for the support that we receive from our ‘customers’ who 
appreciate the opportunity to meet up and make these so happy and successful.  
There is an extra Coffee Morning being held on 5th October. This is being hosted by 
Jane and Hannah Clements and all funds raised will go to the Devon Historic 
Churches Trust. Many of you have generously supported Jane and others in the past 
when they have taken part in the Ride and Stride sponsored bike ride. Half of the 
money raised by a church is returned to the church for use in projects.  

Our Harvest Service this year was held at the end of September. If you missed our 
special Harvest Lunch there are still lots of Harvest events taking place at other 
churches in our Mission Community. Full details can be found in the Link or on the 
website. 

Our main event this Autumn is a Dinner with Alan Dodds. Alan came to a breakfast 
back in January and talked about his experiences as a member of the Konrads who 
included David Bowie in their line up. He was only able to give a flavour of his time 
with the group and other work he has done. Many people wanted to hear more so 
we have invited hime back. The dinner will be at 7.30pm on Thursday 10th October 
in Whimple Victory Hall. Tickets cost £5 and are available from Whimple Stores or 
from Phil Dominy. dominypr@hotmail.com. 

Another social event in October that may be of interest is an Evening with Ball and 
Socket which is being held in Clyst Hydon Village Hall on Friday 25th October. Ball 
and Socket are ‘Two chaps with a piano, who sing satirical and comedy songs’. Full 
details are in The Link. 

Please join us for our Remembrance Service on November 10th at 10.50am when 
we remember and give thanks for those who have given their lives for the peace 
and freedom we enjoy today.  

As I write this I know that Christmas is still three months away but there are a few 
events in early December that you might like to be aware of. Firstly our Advent 
Service will be on Sunday 1st December. There are also plans to repeat the Advent 
Quiet Space evenings that were held last year. Details will be available in due 
course 

Further information about services and events in the life of Whimple Church as well 
as other interesting articles can be found in The Link magazine. Copies can be 
obtained from the back of church, and monthly home delivery can also be arranged 
- please contact Dianne Goodwin 823476 for further details. There is also lots of 
information on our website www.churches4all.org 
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Hello everyone,  

The time is slowly creeping towards the next pantomime. Neil has been working 
very hard on the next production and I have no doubt that it will be another 
smashing success.  

We are sadly lacking musicians this year and I am reaching out to all of you for your 
help.  

We are looking for musicians to join our merry band of folks, anyone who can play 
a keyboard or guitar, or anything else.  

We begin our rehearsals on Monday nights in December, continuing through 
January and part way through February. We have also been known to pop down to 
the pub for a quick drink and a chat after rehearsals!  It would be lovely to bring in 
some new and exciting talent to join our extended family. I can promise you that 
you will love the camaraderie. 

So, if you are looking for some fun, laughter, and all-round frivolity or you know of 
someone who might be interested, please contact either Neil Walker or myself as 
soon as possible.      

Looking forward to hearing from you. 

Cathy Bartlett-Horwood 

01404 823944  

Whimple News is looking for a new Editor! 
(Surely this is Fake News?!) 

No!! After over 20 years of editing Whimple News, Ed the Ed is stepping 
down and we are looking for someone interested to take the role on. 

Thank you Ed, for all the giggles on our ‘Page 7’ over the years.  

Please contact Cathy Sharkey on cpisharkey@gmail.com or 822939 if you are 
interested in finding out more. 

YOUR PANTOMIME NEEDS YOU!! 
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Another year and another Show has been successfully staged and here I am writing up an 
account of the 2019 Show. First of all, we have to apologise for a couple of hiccups this year 
which we will learn from and sort out for next year but, overall, it was another colourful 
event with many outstanding exhibits. The weather on the Friday before the Show did give 
us cause for concern as with all the rain and wind we did wonder what effect it would have 
on the exhibits for the main hall. Clearly several exhibitors had been out rescuing their 
exhibits as we must have had a record number being staged on the Friday evening. For the 
record, we had 52 exhibitors this year which was some 18 less than last year. However, the 
overall number of exhibits was only down by 12 at 491 compared to 503 last year. As in 
previous years, the village hall was full of amazing exhibits from the many talented exhibitors 
who support the Show. The main hall was its usual mass of colour with all the many exhibits 
in the vegetable, flower, pot plants and flower arranging classes and these were 
complemented by the skilful exhibits on display in the billiard room. The Judges were again 
very impressed with the high standard in all the classes.  

The judges again commented on the standard of the exhibits in the Children’s Classes which 
gave them a hard task selecting the winners. Although the number of entries was slightly 
down on last year, the exhibits were still of a very high standard. In the youngest class for the 
under fives, Dexter Edwards won The Owen Cup and Beth Tancock and Reuben Salter 
shared the Basildon Award for the five to eight years age classes. In the nine to eleven age 
classes it was Hannah Logan who won The Fletcher Cup. It was good to have more entries in 
the oldest age classes this year and the winner of The Children’s Challenge Cup was Eve 
Logan. There was another excellent entry for the photography section, with another 
outstanding entry of photographs, some 81 in total. As in previous years, the Judge had a 
difficult task in determining the winners in the ten classes. The standard maintained a very 
high level from previous years and again there were some very imaginative entries. The 
overall winner in this section winning the Paul Henry G.C. Memorial Cup was Gilly Curtis. 
The Arts and Crafts Classes had another wonderful display of skills. In this section, there were 
joint winners with Helen Webber and Gilly Curtis sharing the Len Rose Memorial Cup. 
Helen Webber was also awarded the Whimple Craft Cup for the best exhibit in the section. 

Although the number of entries in the flower arranging was a little disappointing, the quality 
of the exhibits was excellent and the judge was meticulous over her deliberations. In this 
section there were joint winners of the Frances Pratt Memorial Cup; Doreen Staddon and 
Julie Hosgood. There were also joint winners of the Roy Horsburgh Trophy; Margaret Drew 
and Brian Nelson. The winner of The Marie Louise Grout Cup for the best exhibit in the 
Flower arrangement which was voted for by everyone who came to see the Show, was 
awarded to Doreen Staddon. The Sandfords Cup, which is awarded to the gentleman who 
gains the most points in the combined Men Only Classes of a floral arrangement and a cake, 
was awarded jointly to Brian Nelson and Tom Palmer.  

And so, to the mouth-watering Homecraft Section where we had another year with a 
wonderful display of culinary excellence! As usual, the judge had a difficult task in selecting 
the best exhibits with a total of 41 exhibits in all the classes. This year there were joint 
winners of the Sir Henry Imbert-Terry Cup for the most points in this section and they were 
Margaret Burrough and Emma Palmer. 

Finally, we come to all the exhibits in the main hall and it was a relief to see such a good 
number in these Sections, particularly the flower and vegetable classes. Despite the weather 
the day before the Show, there was an increase of some 54 exhibits in these two sections. 
There were 33 exhibits in the Pot Plant Section this year, all of a very high standard.  

http://www.whimple-vpa.co.uk/
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Again, staging all these exhibits was a bit of a logistical nightmare, but we somehow 
managed to get them all in! Once again, the exhibitor with the most points in this section 
and the winner of The Briar Shield was Colin Northcott. So to the Vegetable and Flower 
Classes where there were a total of 272 exhibits this year. It was so good to see so many 
exhibits in all these classes which gave the judges plenty of work to do! Of the 43 classes 
there was only one Class with no entries. There were many individual class winners in this 
section but The Slewton Cup for the most points in the vegetable section was won by Mike 
Hawkins. The runner up in this section winning the Cranny Brook Cup was Graham Bidgood. 
In the Flower Classes, the winner of the Win and Bob Shepherd Cup for the most points in 
this section was Graham Bidgood. The runner up, winning the President’s Cup, was Mike 
Hawkins. Finally, in this section, the winner of the Otter Nurseries Rose Bowl for the best 
exhibit in the Flower Classes was Paul Wilson for his prize-winning large Gladioli. However, 
when the results for both sections were combined and the points in both sections were 
added together, the winner of The Whimple Folk Cup for the fourth-year running was Mike 
Hawkins, so many congratulations to him on winning this magnificent trophy. Mike was very 
complimentary about the Show saying that the standard had gone up each year he had 
entered and this year was the highest standard yet. 

Sadly, there were no entries for the Village Challenge this year so the cups for this section 
were not awarded.  

This year we were delighted to have Maria Wallis to give out all the prizes. Maria is a great 
supporter of the VPA and we were very pleased she agreed to do this. She was presented 
with a bouquet by Hannah Logan and in return Hannah was also presented with a posy. A 
full list of all the trophy winners is included in this edition of the News. All the cup winners 
and Class winners have been posted on our website so they can all be seen there. 

We would like to thank and congratulate all of you who made the effort to enter the Show 
for without you there would be no Show! We are also extremely grateful to all our judges 
who give up their time to do this difficult task with such quality exhibits. The Committee 
would like to express their thanks to everyone who helped us set up the Hall for the Show 
and clear up afterwards, it is very much appreciated. It is quite amazing that at 5.30pm we 
were still in the throes of prize giving but by 6.30pm the hall had been completely cleared 
and you would not have known the Show had taken place! For those of you who were 
entering for the first time we hope you enjoyed the experience and we look forward to 
seeing you at next year’s show. If there any ideas that any of you have for the various classes, 
we will be more than willing to consider them for the 2020 Show. For those who like to look 
forward, the Show next year will be on Saturday 8th August 2020 

Our next event is on Sunday 29th September when there is a coach trip to The Garden 
House at Buckland Monachorum. This trip will have taken place by the time this edition of 
the News comes out so a report will be in the next edition. It will be followed by a talk from 
Graham White on ‘Herbaceous Perennials and Borders’ on Thursday 24th October in the 
Village Hall commencing at 7.30pm. Our final event of the year will be another Quiz Night. 
After the huge success of the previous two years, we will be having another one on Friday 
8th November at 7.30pm in the Village Hall. The format will be much the same as the 
previous years as this proved to be very popular. So, for an entertaining evening, join us on 
the night.  

Reports on all our activities over the past year, together with the Flower Show results, are all 
on our website. So please go to www.whimple-vpa.co.uk to find all our information. 

Paul Wilson, Chairman, Whimple & District VPA 
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WHIMPLE FLOWER AND CRAFT SHOW 2019 

TROPHY WINNERS 
 

SECTION 1 – Vegetables and Flowers 

The Whimple Folk Cup Mike Hawkins  
The Slewton Cup Mike Hawkins 
The Cranny Brook Cup Graham Bidgood 
The Win & Bob Shepherd Cup Graham Bidgood 
The President’s Cup Mike Hawkins 
The Novice Cup NO ENTRIES 
The Otter Nurseries Rose Bowl Paul Wilson 
 

SECTION 2 – Pot Plants 

The Briar Shield Colin Northcott 

 

SECTION 3 - Homecraft 

The Sir Henry Imbert-Terry Cup              Emma Palmer & Margaret Burrough 

 

SECTION 4 – The Village Challenge 

The Village Challenge Cup NO ENTRIES 
Whimple Challenge Runners Up Cup  NO ENTRIES 
 

SECTION 5 – Floral Arrangement 

The Frances Pratt Memorial Cup Doreen Staddon & Julie Hosgood 
The Roy Horsburgh Trophy Margaret Drew & Brian Nelson 
The Marie Louise Grout Cup Doreen Staddon 
 

SECTION 6 – Arts and Crafts 

The Len Rose Memorial Cup Helen Webber & Gilly Curtis 
The Whimple Craft Cup Helen Webber 
 

http://www.whimple-vpa.co.uk/
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PETER SALTER A.I.R.T.E. 

MOBILE MOTOR ENGINEER 

(Member Institute of Road Transport Engineers) 

 

Servicing & M.O.T. Preparation 

Engine Overhauls & Bodywork Welding 

Cars & Commercial Vehicles 

Telephone: Whimple (01404) 823054 

SECTION 7 - Photography 

The Paul Henry GC Memorial Cup Gilly Curtis 

 

SECTION 8 – Children under 5 

The Owen Cup Dexter Edwards 

 

SECTION 9 – Children aged 5 to 8 

The Basildon Award Beth Tancock & Reuben Salter 
 
SECTION 10 – Children aged 9 to 11 

The Fletcher Cup Hannah Logan 
 
SECTION 11 – Children aged 12 to 15 

The Children’s Challenge Cup Eve Logan 
 
FLOWER ARRANGING & CAKE (MEN ONLY) 

The Sandfords Cup Tom Palmer & Brian Nelson 
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Call Barry on 01297 22434 

or email 

barryseaforth@gmail.com 
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A Foresters Journey from Honiton to Windsor 
 

I am not sure that I will become Mum-in-Law of the year after this article but feel that 
it is interesting and important to share this journey, especially in the present 
‘climate’, of someone who has lived in Whimple for several years now. 

Daniel Williams, (Taffy to many) left School at the age of 16 with few qualifications 
but an interest and love of trees. 

Fortunately the owners of Perrie Hale Forest Nursery took him under their wing and 
taught him all he has learnt about Forestry and life in general. 

Approximately 12 years ago Taff felt confident enough to start up his own business 
which has thankfully flourished. He now employs approximately eight staff, often 
trying to take on those who themselves need a chance in life. 

Not only does his work take him around Devon but at times all over the country. 

This has resulted in the planting of approx 2.5 million trees to date! 

Taff has always been a huge Queen fan and so one of the highlights of his career so 
far has been the designing and planting of May’s Woods, land owned by the Brian 
May! He has also been a part of the planting of a 1000 acre Oak Forest owned by a 
member of the Royal family and recently found himself planting trees in the grounds 
of Windsor Castle! 

What prompted this article was the fact that he reaches the great age of 40 this year 
and so as a proud follower of all his Projects I just wanted to say: 

“Congratulations and very well done for all you are doing and have done for future 
generations and, hopefully, Climate change. 

It’s amazing and appreciated! “ 
 

Liz Silk 
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WHIMPLE QI 
More interesting facts from the Heritage Centre Archives 

 

The Devon Muster Roll of 1569 lists the names of able men within the Whimple 
Parish including:- Archers; Harquebusiers (heavy, portable matchlock guns invented 
during the 15th Century); Pikemen (pikes had long handles with pointed steel or 
iron head, formerly used by infantry); Billmen (Bills were a halberd or similar weapon 
with a hooked blade and a long handle). Reference is also made to ‘Corselet’ (a 
body armour and breastplate). 

Recollections of Victor Albert Stone born in Slewton Cottage March 1916: - “There 
were three Bakers in the village – J. Grant & Son; Lippy Read & Son and Albert Beer. 
One of them (who shall be nameless!) used to finish his round at The New Inn, 
Talaton and spend all his takings. At turn-out the Landlord used to sit him up in his 
pony & trap and Tom, the old pony, used to come straight home in the yard.  I can 
remember when we used to deliver bread down around Southbrook, Rockbeare 
area and we have had times when the old pony stopped in the middle of the flood 
water. Bill Grant (Baker) used to light a paper bag and climb on his back and touch 
him with it to make him move out of the flood water”. 

On 30th November 1942, when all the other workers at Whiteways Cyder Co were 
at lunch, Henry Allen, an engineer, was standing in the doorway of the engine house 
when a lone German fighter bomber swooped overhead and directed a burst of 
shell-fire at the factory. Mr Allen was hit several times by shrapnel, including a piece 
that penetrated about two inches into his brain. At the Burden Neurological Institute 
in Bristol, Mr Lambert-Rogers, one of the country’s most skilful brain surgeons, 
employed a fairly new technique of a high-powered magnet to remove a jagged 
piece of shrapnel, which was about the size of a 20 pence coin. After many months 
Mr Allen regained his full mental capacity. He continued to work for Whiteways 
until his retirement in 1975. 
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Hats and Fascinators 

• Bridal headwear and tiaras 

• Mother of bride/groom 

• Match your outfit/theme 

• Men’s buttonholes 

• Unique fascinators for 
themed events 

• Retrim a hat you already own 

• Felt hats for winter 

• Caps and berets 

Hilary Nowill 

The Pea, The Square,  Whimple  

822581 
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WHIMPLE TABLE TENNIS CLUB 

Club Nights 2019 

 

 

 

 

 

The Club meets on Tuesday evenings  

between 7.00pm and 9.00pm,   

at the Victory Hall, on the following dates: 

15th October 

5th and 19th November  

3rd and 17th December 

We would love to see new members so please come along and join in. 

All levels and ages are catered for and all equipment will be supplied.  

The cost is £3.00 per evening. 

If you have any questions please call me on 07787 544192. 

I look forward to meeting you. 

Chris Beer 
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 Cycle Pilgrimage  
 

I was delighted when asked to take part in the Devon Historic Churches Day ‘Ride + 
Stride’ event on 14th September 2019 for my local church St Mary’s Whimple. 

A few days before the event I studied the East Devon map and looked at the villages 
and the churches that I had seen whilst living in the area. Easy I thought, right let’s 
do a ‘round about trip’!  

Saturday came around and I packed a pannier full of essential items and I was off. 

I clocked in at St Mary’s Whimple and having signed the sponsor form was away 
with a cheery wave from Jane. 

The weather was glorious. 

I headed up the first hill to Clyst St Lawrence and it dawned on me that this was a 
minor incline compared to some I would face that day. 

It was this that started me thinking about the day and what it meant to me and many 
others who would be facing their first hill. 

As I approached the church I thought how beautiful it looked nestled down with the 
blue sky above. I lent my bike against the wall and entered to another warm 
welcome with offers of tea and biscuits plus a donation toward the sponsorship. A 
quick chat and then off again. 

And so my journey continued through beautiful East Devon country lanes – every 
corner turned another stunning view.  

It was at this point I thought of pilgrims who in the past had walked many miles 
visiting religious sites & what they must have thought as they travelled. Many had 
nothing, poorly clothed reliant upon gifts of food and shelter from others as they 
travelled. Had they like me, entered a church to a warm welcome and offers of 
refreshment?  

I continued on – the hills were somewhat relentless. Every church visited was a 
delight. Many were empty but as I entered I  left a small slip of paper with details of 
the event.  I found refuge in the cool porch to have a drink and enjoy the beauty of 
the surroundings.  

I thought of ‘how life’ is a pilgrimage. We travel a path – some ‘flower’ filled with 
happy days full of laughter some not always a good path – many hills to climb but as 
we enter our church (physically or in our mind) we find that quiet spot of beauty to 
refresh.  

I continued on and at Cullompton rode past a chapel I had not seen before – 
something made me go inside. I asked if the building had a name plate as I was 
photographing the buildings I visited. “Ah” he said “another job I must get to!”. We 
both laughed. As I turned I bumped into a friend I had not seen for many months – 
both surprised, she said that she had only that day decided to visit the chapel – a 
strange coincidence. 

Another pilgrim I thought – well may be. 
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I checked the map – surely the next stop 
had no hills – my prayer was answered 
Bradnich via Hele – not too bad!  

I remembered that my mother had told 
me of our family having lived in Bradnich 
70 years ago - going back to my roots. I 
arrived at St Denis and went inside – it 
was beautiful. Had my family sat here 70 
years ago – I wonder which pew? 

I sat in the warmth of the porch and 
opened my sandwiches – glorious. Is that 
what the pilgrims may have thought as 
they enjoyed some sustenance? 

Away again, directions given by the 
friendliest of locals - Killerton bound. 

Many, many hills and to be truthful getting 
tired as the temperature began to rise. 

In the distance Poltimore - my heart sang – 
surely this is what the pilgrims felt as they 
viewed their destination after an arduous 
journey. 

I carried on to the churches I had listed. As I approached Ottery St Mary, seeing a 
country wedding, I was relieved to see that I was nearly homeward bound - only 
two more churches to go and then a hot shower and a meal. 

Again, I thought of those pilgrims. Did they have a meal and a bed to look forward 
to or did they take each day as a blessing pushed on by faith and prayer? 

And so I reached home – a sense of achievement 53.8 miles – not bad! 

I have since reflected - life is indeed a pilgrimage – perhaps the cycle ride did more 
for me than I knew. It gave me time to think of the good life I have – my family, my 
friends and the village I live in.  

Perhaps (I thought) we should all get on our bike and ride a ‘pilgrimage’ and give 
thanks. 

Karen Hall-Williams  
 

Route taken:      
Whimple, Clyst St Lawrence, Clyst Hydon, Plymtree, Cullompton, Bradnich, 
Killerton, Poltimore, Broadclyst, Rockbeare, Ottery St Mary, Escot, Feniton, 

Talaton, Whimple. 
 

 Google map route shows 53.8 miles 
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 Chimneys 
Wood Burners 

Fires 
 

Swept, Installed, Repaired, 
Lined and Built 

“All your chimney needs” 

 

Alf Butler 

Tel: 01404 811843 
A fully insured and HETAS 

registered Company 

 

West One  Hair Design 
 

For Ladies and Gentlemen 
3, The Old Village Hall, West Hill Road, West Hill, 

(Nr West Hill Garage) 
 

 for an appointment please call  814913 
or call in for free Consultation. 

  

 Our qualifications include Hairdressing NVQ 1& 2 

Diplomas in: Toni & Guy advanced Technical Colouring, Colour Correction, 
L’Oreal Colour Keys, Techniques 2000, Cutting and Perming. 



 

29 



 

30 

  



 

31 

 

Andy 
Brooker 
Monumental Mason 

 

Whimple based 
 

Traditional 
Memorials 
 

Handcut Lettering 

 

01297 33290 

07931 322291 

 

 

Pilates Classes 

 
Improves core stability and flexibility 

 

Classes suitable for all ages 
and all abilities 

 

Held on Mondays at 1:30pm and 
Wednesdays at 8.00pm 

at the Scout Hut in Whimple 
 

£5 pay as you go or 12 lessons for £54 
 

Contact Julie Wallace - Edmonds 

Mobile: 07956 137493 

Facebook: Julie Wallace Edmonds 
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Victory Hall - Survey Results 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
The Victory Hall will be celebrating its centenary next year. As well as putting on 
some special events we intend to invest in the hall. Before doing so we felt it 
important to consider two key questions: 
 

• Is the hall in the right place, or should we move to a new one elsewhere? 

• If it stays where it is, should we refurbish it or knock it down and rebuild it? 
 

We felt these questions were so important that we should ask the village: 
 

• first, we sought the views of groups who regularly use the hall 
• then, we sought views from the wider community 

 
 

Here are the results of our surveys. 
 

Survey of users 
 

Of the 20 groups that regularly use the hall, 19 responded. The majority view (15 
out of 19) wanted the Hall to stay where it is, with the Primary School considering it 
essential. One organisation wanted to move elsewhere. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Of those that expressed a view, there was a marginal preference (6 out of 19) for 
the existing hall to be refurbished rather than rebuilt (2 out of 19). 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
There were a number of other issues raised in replies from users with the most 
immediate being the urgent need to repair or replace the main hall floor. 
 

Refurbish 

Don’t mind 

Rebuild 

Move 

Don’t mind 

Stay 
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Survey of the wider community 
 

A short questionnaire was sent to every home in the village and open days were 
held at the hall as well as articles in earlier editions of this magazine. Residents were 
also encouraged to complete the survey at various village events. 
 

134 survey forms were returned which is about 10% of over 18s in the village. 

Of those that expressed a view: 
 

119 wanted us to stay where we are and 9 wanted to move elsewhere. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
81 favoured refurbishment, 37 wanted a new building and 7 wanted us to give the 
hall to the school. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
We also asked what was good about the hall, what needed improving and what 
were we not providing or doing? 

The top three answers to the question ‘What is good about the Hall?’ were ‘its 
central location, its proximity to the school, and its size’ 
 

The top three answers to the question ‘What needs improving?’ were ‘ replace the 
main hall floor, improve the kitchen, and redecorate’ 
 

The top three answers to the question ‘What are we not providing or doing?’ were 
‘Providing fitness classes, adult education, and sports facilities’. 
 
In the light of the issues raised the trustees have decided that the hall will remain 
where it is for the foreseeable future and it will be refurbished. 

As a first step £15,000 has been spent on replacing the main hall floor and work has 
been done to improve the kitchen. Redecoration will be done between bookings 
and at half term. 

We also intend seeking professional advice on the condition of the roof, the walls 
and their foundations before deciding whether they need renovation or should be 
replaced.                   Bob Scanlan 

 
 

Give to school 
Refurbish 

Rebuild 

Don’t mind 

Move 

Don’t mind 

Stay 
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Whimple Football Club  
 

Whimple Football Club is alive and kicking after nearly closing 
due to the Exeter and District Sunday League declaring they 
were not going to run the League this season. 

The Team was founded in 1991 by Geoff Delves, aided by his 
wife Karen. Many of the villagers will have been a part of the 
Team over the years and have remained as loyal supporters. 

Following much hard work from Whimple FC's new Committee; bringing the 
Leagues Teams together and creating new Teams, the Exeter and District Sunday 
League have agreed to carry on. We are working alongside the FA to make 
Whimple FC's future both secure and bright. 

The Sunday League is being rebranded by Devon FA and we already have a 
Saturday side who have joined us. Although the League has always been 
competitive and shown great players, we would like the quality of play to be 
highlighted, the language toned down and to attract new Teams and players who 
might not have considered a Sunday Team or League before. 

Anyone from 16 upwards can join the Sunday League side so please contact us if 
you are interested in becoming part of our growing Team and Club. 

This Season we will have an additional Team for the first time in the form of the 
'Vets'. Although most of the team members already signed on would be more suited 
to caring for household pets, it does in fact stand for veterans, which scarily enough 
ranges from 38 years up to, but not including death!  

So, dust off your boots chaps and join in the fun, whilst supporting your local Club. 

Anyone who is thinking.............. after our World Cup performance - what about the 
women? Well, we hope to have a team up and running this season. With a few 
friendlies and training, we could be have a full squad next year ready to enter the 
League. 

Ladies, please, even if you have never kicked a ball before, consider joining and 
seeing what you are capable of! Those who have played before, we really need you 
to support and help grow our Team and Club. 

As per last Season there will be breakfast rolls and tea/coffee on sale during the 
home matches and the clubhouse and bar will be open throughout the match and 
after. Gazebos will be put up for protection from the rain and if we get an Indian 
Summer like last Year, the bar-b-q will be on. 

To honour the work of 28 Years we are making Geoff and Karen Delves the rightful 
Presidents of Whimple Football Club. They will be on hand to present the end of 
season trophies and no doubt make any social events - more social. Our thanks go 
out to them both for their dedication and hard work over the years. 

Keep your eyes peeled for matches, social events and club news and please contact 
Victoria on 07966 550260 and Lee on 07734 152120 or find us on Facebook under 
Whimple FC for more information or to get involved. 

Vicky Kendrew 
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JULIAN WILSON 
Electrical Contractor 

 
1 Higher Woodhayes 

Farm 

Whimple 

 
Tel: 

 

 

 

PORTRAITS 

BODY BEAUTIFUL 

WEDDINGS 

COMMERCIAL 
 

www.suedraycottphotography.co.uk 
 

suedraycott@rocketmail.com 
 

Home: 822969 
Mobile: 07793 388012 

 

JULIAN  

WILSON 

07977 753158 
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Wasters of Whimple 
 

Calling anyone interested in environmental issues. 

We are wondering if there is any interest to reinstate Wasters 
of Whimple to initiate some environmental projects in the 
village. 

We have had some suggestions for projects to think about.  One is to 
investigate the possibility of a carbon offsetting scheme.  Another would be to 
see if there is interest to show some environmental films with discussion 
sessions with climate change scientists.  We have done this before but there 
may be a new audience who would be interested in this. 

How we can live sustainably, is a complicated issue and it would be really nice 
to be able to discuss this with people and hear of new ideas and opinions. 

If you are interested in climate change and what we can all do to live more 
sustainable lives, please contact Jenny jls.sanders@btinternet.com or speak to 
Jenny at the shop.   

Jenny Sanders 
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WARTS 
LAST DATE FOR  2019 

         

 
 

 

MONDAY 28th 
OCTOBER 

We would kindly remind you:  
ALL ORDERS FOR OIL SHOULD 

BE PLACED AT LEAST 
ONE WEEK BEFORE THE 
ABOVE ORDER DATES! 

 

email 

gkbatten@btinternet.com  
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WHIMPLE HIVE 
Meeting Room for hire 

     
MEETING ROOM (Seats up to 8 - size 5.39m x 4.92m) facilities include: 

 

− Audio Visual System 

− Wi-Fi 

− Flip Chart 
− Tea Station 

 

Hire rates: 
 

1 hour - £10.00 
Half Day - £35.00 (9.00am – 1.00pm or 1.00pm – 5.00pm) 
Full Day -  £60.00 (9.00am – 5.00pm) 

 

Flexible booking for flexible working 

Please call 01404 821999 or email: randall@buildconsultants.co.uk 
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FATHER CHRISTMAS TIME 
  

People are cheering 

as Christmas is nearing 

to see Father Christmas 

the children hold dear 

  

He comes on his sleigh 

with gifts through the night 

Drops down the chimney 

Both cat and dog get a fright 

  

Now the children awake 

at dawn’s early light 

after falling asleep 

for a very short night 

  

There are presents for all 

before visitors call 

to wish ‘Merry Christmas’ 

before snow starts to fall. 

 

Pauline Rogers 
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Hello from the Wonders 
of Whimple 

 

 

As you may remember, last year we created a selection of Christmas cards and 
wrapping paper. 

After the printing costs were paid for, we were left with £2065.40 profit, which we 
split between our two chosen organisations; ‘Breast Cancer Now’ and ‘The Body 
Image Movement’ 

We still have packs of cards and wrapping paper left and now all our costs have 
been covered, whatever we make is 100% profit. In order to maximize our profits 
we have decided to sell the cards for a bargain price of just £2 for a pack of 10 
cards and £1.50 for four sheets of giftwrap and matching tags. 

We will be selling them at Whimple Stores and will be setting up our online shop 
again. We will add the link to the online shop and more information in the next 
edition of the Whimple News, but we just wanted to share this exciting news with 
our Whimple family first. Thank you for all your support over the last few years. 

Sue Dracott 
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This photo of the building of the Mayflower II at Appledore Shipyard was taken by 
my sister Sylvia aged eleven. We were a family of four children on holiday at 
Brixham in 1956. A rare event for a farming family living near Launceston!  I was 
fifteen and about to leave school and look after a dairy herd. A lot of repair work has 
subsequently been done to these timbers by the Americans and the ship has been 
launched again. 

Pene Smith 

Mayflower II is a replica of the 17th-century ship Mayflower, celebrated for 
transporting the Pilgrims to the New World. The replica was built in Devon,  
during 1955–1956, in a collaboration between Englishman Warwick Charlton and 
Plimoth Plantation, an American museum. 

Since 2016, the Mayflower II has been at Mystic Seaport Museum in Connecticut 
for a multimillion-dollar restoration effort. Shipwrights at the Henry B. duPont 
Preservation Shipyard have worked with staff from Plimoth Plantation, which 
normally exhibits the vessel in Plymouth Harbor at State Pier, to replace timbers, 
planking, structural frames and beams that have deteriorated from saltwater and 
exposure over the past six decades. 

"We are proud to be restoring Mayflower II for the benefit of the millions of 
people who will visit and be inspired by her for many decades to come," said Ellie 
Donovan, executive director of Plimoth Plantation. "Returning this beautiful 
national treasure to her home will be a moment of celebration for the Plymouth 
community." 

   

DEVON MEMORIES...... THE MAYFLOWER ll 
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FRONT ROW CLUB FILM DATES 2019 
 

Saturday 12th October 

Saturday 2nd November 

Saturday 7th December Christmas Special 
 

All welcome. Non-members £4.50pp.  
BYO alcohol (and glasses). 

Snacks and soft drinks available (donations welcome).  
Artisan ice creams £1.25. 

All films shown in the Victory Hall. 

Please email frontrowclub@gmail.com or call Rob Davis on 

01404 823089 if you have any queries about the club 
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(Like the owner..) 

www.planetsal.co.uk 

info@planetsal.co.uk 
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For our summer outing in July, we visited the National Trust 
at Lanhydrock, near Bodmin. Almost a full coachload of 
members, plus family and friends, enjoyed a pleasant journey 
in the sunshine. The house itself is so interesting, with many 
rooms to view and several members in our group were 
invited into the archive room to peruse some fascinating documents relating to the 
house history - such a treat! Later, many of us enjoyed relaxing in the beautiful 
gardens, but in what seemed like no time at all, we had to board the coach and 
wend our way home. Our sincere thanks to Gerri for organising such a lovely day 
out. 

We had hoped to hold a skittles evening on the 9th August, but as so many 
members were on holiday or busy elsewhere, and the weather was most foul, it was 
decided to cancel and rearrange perhaps in September or October. The Devon 
Federation skittles competition will also start in September and Whimple will be 
playing a team from Bradninch. Let’s hope we can do better than last year when we 
were knocked out in the first round! 

The trip to the Manor Pavilion on the 16th August to see ‘A Perfect Wedding’ was 
supported by 16 ladies. The play was hilarious and covered the story of a young 
man on his wedding morning awaking to find his best man’s girlfriend in bed with 
him, following his stag night. A complete riot broke out when firstly the best man, 
then the bride-to-be, closely followed by the chambermaid and finally the bride’s 
mother, discover the pair. Finally, the groom goes off on honeymoon with the best 
man’s girlfriend and the best man and bride-to-be paired off – all sorted then! The 
ice cream was superb as per usual and our thanks to Avril for organising such a 
hilarious evening. 

We held our Summer Garden Party on the 20th for the first time at Yellands Farm, 
kindly hosted by Sarah Hogg. The weather was perfect, with intermittent cloud and 
sunshine and the gardens were in full bloom. The ladies provided a delicious buffet 
lunch with amazing desserts; there was a table with various plants and produce for 
sale; a puzzle & book sale and a bring & buy stall, plus our usual raffle with some 
excellent prizes. With such a delightful setting, how could we not have a great 
afternoon? We thanked Sarah for her kind hospitality and hard work on our behalf, 
which was much appreciated by us all and we do hope she will perhaps agree to 
host again next year. 

We held a social lunch at the Thirsty Farmer on the 3rd September, with 21 ladies 
enjoying the good food and catching up on holiday stories or family events during 
the summer. Our thanks to Jane for organising. 

For more information on Whimple WI, please contact Marilyn Mills on 821860. 

Barbara Ackland 
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BRICKWORK&MASONRY 
New build-extend-refurbishment-renovate 

alteration-barns-hard landscape-repairs 

 

 

3 The Signals 
Talaton Road 
Whimple 
Exeter 
EX5 2QL 

Telephone Mark on 

 822913 or 

07817097721 
Email – mproberts@live.co.uk 

Your friendly, reliable local tradesman 

No job too small.  

City and Guilds 

Qualified 

J S Painting 
and Decorating 

 

High Quality Decoration 
and Protection 

 

For a free quotation call Jan on 



 

51 

BRINGING THE LIBRARY TO YOUR DOORSTEP  
  

Calling book lovers!  A popular home library service run by Royal Voluntary 
Service is calling for more readers to use this free service in Whimple, 
Rockbeare, Cranbrook and surrounding areas. This service is a successor to 
the much-missed Books on Wheels. 

Devon Home Library Service takes books to people who no longer can get 
to a library due to mobility issues, ill health or caring responsibilities.  
Volunteers choose and deliver books, sharing their love of reading and 
providing a friendly face and regular visitor to ‘their readers’.  

The provision can be long term or temporary, and includes those whose 
conditions may give them good and bad days so their ability to visit the 
library is limited. Readers may prefer to order their own books on line and 
use the volunteer to deliver them. Books can be provided in normal print, 
large print, audio and, increasingly, in electronic formats on Smartphone, 
tablet or PC.   

To find out more about how to get books brought to your home, or to the 
home of a loved one, call Cathy Saunders (the Service Manager for Devon) 
on 07786 635163, email: DevonHLS@royalvoluntaryservice.org.uk, visit 
www.royalvoluntaryservice.org.uk or contact Honiton Library 01404 42818 
which supports the service in this area. 

We are always looking for new volunteers for this interesting supportive role. 
Our readers/listeners tell us how valuable the service is. If you would like to 
find out more about volunteering for this service, please contact the local co-
ordinators Chris and Martin Browne (who live in Whimple) email 
chris.browne@royalvoluntaryservice.org.uk or Cathy Saunders on 07786 
635163 email DevonHLS@royalvoluntaryservice.org.uk 
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Welcome back to the start of another school year. We currently have 142 children 
on roll, in five classes. We welcome a new part-time teacher, Miss Corwood to join 
our Reception/Year 1 Elm Class, working with Mrs Terrett. Miss Norton has Year 1/
Year 2 Ash Class; Miss Dunsford Year 3/Year 4 Oak Class; Miss Clarke and Mrs 
Boyd job share Year 4 and Year 5 Beech Class and Mr Brown Year 5 and Year 6 
Willow Class. 

After a lovely summer break everyone is keen to get started. We have even had to 
mutter the word ‘Christmas’ already. Of course, we will be harvesting our apples 
prior to that, and Year 6 have already started their quilting project in association 
with Killerton and their Apple Day. Year 3 are going to collect acorns to start a two-
year project ‘Great Trees in the Clyst Valley’ in association with East Devon District 
Council and the Woodland Trust. 

We also welcome back many of our regular volunteers from the community, many 
come in to hear readers but others come in for little projects and share specific skills. 
If you have a skill or interest in something specific and have an hour or so to spare 
hearing readers or helping to organise and open our library, please get in touch by 
either ringing the school or dropping into the school office. (All volunteers have to 
go through safeguarding checks prior to starting). 

Finally, on Friday 11th October we are holding a MacMillan Coffee Afternoon. Our 
children will be busy baking before and then serving refreshments throughout the 
afternoon (from 2.00pm). We hope to hold a raffle to raise money for this 
worthwhile cause. Please come along and support us whilst having a tea and a cake. 
For more details, see posters. 

Thank you for your continued support. 

Mrs Carole Shilston, Headteacher 

  

Play Ambassadors 

This year (and also the previous year) Year 5 pupils have been given an option to 
become a play ambassador. Play ambassadors encourage children to keep busy 
in the playground and they also help to prevent people from feeling bored. They 
will organise the running of the Activall, which is our new piece of equipment, 
and help get children active (the clue is in the name). Play ambassadors give up 
some of their lunchtime to do their job because they know a good lunchtime for 
everyone is important. 

Beech Class News 
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Romans 

This term in KS2 our topic is about the Romans and we are focusing on the Roman 
invasions of Britain. So far, we have learnt about Julius Caesar and Caligula, one 
wacky leader who failed to conquer Britain and possibly ended up collecting 
seashells. He then told the Emperor in Rome that he had conquered the sea [this 
story may not be true as many Romans did not like Caligula]. As well as learning 
about the Roman Invasions, we have been studying Roman Numerals. Roman 
Numerals are very tricky to learn, especially when you can just use normal numbers 
usually! We now know among other things that I = 1, V = 5, X=10, L=50, C = 100, 
D=500 and M=1,000. 
 

 

English 

In English lessons, Beech Class have been studying a book called Ask Dr K. Fisher 
About Animals. It is written by Claire Llewellyn. The book is about animals writing 
letters about their problems and then Dr K. Fisher will reply with his helpful advice. 
We have been writing our own letters and making up problems and putting advice 
in the replies. Some of the animals with problems have been weaverbirds, giraffes, 
crocodiles and tadpoles. The book is colourful and the pictures are great too!  

By Sofia, Dulcie and Marley (Year 5) 

darren peek 

plastering contractor 
 

plastering and rendering, 

dry-lining, coving, 

cob and lime specialist, 

floor-screeds,  

damp-proofing. 

mobile 07786514172 

tel 01404 41211 

darrenpeek2@aol.com 
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The 2019 Wimpledon Championships 
 

When I took over as Secretary from Roddy Bridge at the Whimple Tennis Club 
earlier in the year, he mentioned to me that there used to be an annual tournament 
with a cup awarded to the winner. It’s been many years since Whimple Tennis Club 
hosted a knock-out tournament. I don’t know why this stopped, but when I 
suggested the idea to the other Committee members I wondered if there would be 
any interest in reviving the tradition. It got the thumbs up, so I started thinking about 
how to get people interested. 

I knocked-up a simple entry form and emailed out, what I hoped was, an exciting 
invitation to all the club members and awaited the response. I waited a few days, 
and then a few days more and then, at last, I got one person promising to return the 
entry form soon! 

This was a disappointing start. I was originally hoping not too many people would 
enter, as I didn’t want a massive competition to run, but a tournament with just one 
person just doesn’t work!  

Anyway, I felt another email was needed, or maybe I should ring everyone 
individually? As good as an email is, we all receive so many, and there is nothing like 
a personal call to make you feel needed and important. A good idea for sure, but 
what a lot of effort. Emailing is so much easier…. so after some deliberation, I finally 
concluded, surprise-surprise, that another email was actually a really excellent idea! 

The second email was composed with the carrot and stick approach – don’t worry 
about filling out the application form, just email me back if interested, and by the 
way, I’m about to cancel the tournament before it begins due to lack of interest… 

Voila! People started responding! There’s a lesson here – If you want to get people 
interested, don’t ask them to fill out a form! 

So, with a little cajoling, we ended up with a total of 20 people entering, just enough 
for the men’s singles, the women’s singles, the mixed and men’s doubles – not 
enough for the ladies doubles though, but still enough for a decent tournament. 

Two seeds were chosen for each competition based on hearsay and guesswork, 
then everyone else was slotted in randomly. After two months of playing 39 sets 
with 312 games, the tournament finally completed.  

Many thanks to all the competitors who gave up their time and energy to make this 
tournament a success, I hope you’ll enter again in the future. 
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The 2019 Wimpledon Champions: 
 

 

 

 

Gill Rushworth saw off the other ladies without 
dropping a set to become the Ladies Champion.  

Lisa McArthur was the runner-up. 

 

 

 

 

James Terrett cruised through the men’s singles, 
dropping only six games to his three opponents to 
become the men’s champion.  

Shawn Jones was the runner-up. 

 

 

 

David Stansfield and Joy Whiteley won the mixed 
doubles after a hotly contested final, winning the match 
with two tie breaks.  

Viv Brown and Gill Rushworth were the runners-up. 

 

 

 

 

Viv Brown and Shawn Jones just edged through as 
winners of the men’s doubles after a couple of very close 
three set matches.  

David Stansfield and Rob Davis were the runners-up. 

 

 

Viv Brown, Tennis Club Secretary. 
whimpletennis@gmail.com 
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Masonry & Conservation 

Specialists 
 

Repairs to Listed and Historic Properties 

Traditional Lime Mortar Repointing 

Brick Repairs - Walling  

 

Clyst St. George, Near Exeter 

 

   Tel: 01392 879824 Mob: 07825 698507 

Email: info@abacusstoneconservation.co.uk 

Web: www.abacusstoneconservation.co.uk 

  

Window Cleaner 

High reach hot water system 

Frames and doors all in 

Gutters/Fascias Cleaned 
 

Excellent references if required 

 

For that personal service 

Sean Harris  
814963 

07737 419077 
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For a free initial consultation, contact us at 

8 Jesu Street, Ottery St. Mary, EX11 1EU 

Tel: 01404 812555  
Email: advice@ee-osm.co.uk 

Web: www.easterbrooks.co.uk 
 

E A S T E R B RO O K , 
EATON LTD 
Chartered Accountants-Registered Auditors 
  

Relax!......let us take care of all your Taxation,  

Accountancy and Business affairs. 
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Devon County Councillor (iain.chubb@devon.gov.uk)  
Iain Chubb    07932 459595,  01297 35468   
East Devon Councillor (kmclauchlan@eastdevon.gov.uk) 
Kathy Mclauchlan    07811 138177 
Parish Council (whimpleparishcouncil@gmail.com) 
Chairman: John Griffiths 823480 
Clerk: Kevin Finch  823385 
Primary School (admin@-primary.devon.sch.uk) 
Headteacher: Carole Shilston 822584 
Chair of Governors: Linden Best 822595  
Friends of Whimple School (FOWS) whimplefows@gmail.com 
Chairperson: Ali Large 823863 
St. Mary’s Church 

Parish Priest: Chris Martin  822427 
Impact Cell: Helen Bowker 823193 
Book Group 
Tanya Mooney 823326 
Cricket Club (jameswoollam@gmail.com) 
Booking Secretary: James Woollam   07989 234372 
Football Club 
Chairman: Victoria Kendrew  07966 550260 
Secretary: Lee Wheaton 077341 52120  
Front Row Club  
email: frontrowclub@gmail.com 
History Society 
Chairman: David Rastall 822486 
Secretary: Roger Smith 822244 
Mothers Union 
Margaret Burrough  822257  
Over Sixties Club  
Chairman: Arthur Iball 822905 
Secretary: Beryl Iball 822905 
Pre-School & Toddler Group (www.whimplepreschool.com) 
Chair: Joe Pearce  823512 
Information: Jo Sibley 07794 652549 or admin@whimplepreschool.com  
Recreation Trust 
Knowle Cross Sports Ground: Roger Smith 822244 
Scout Group 
Group Scout Leader (and Marquee Booking): Alex Spry 822844 
St. Mary's Bellringers 
Captain: Roger Algate  822480 
Table Tennis Club 
Chris Beer  07787 544192 
Tennis Club 
Secretary: Viv Brown        07876 653264 
Treasurer: Marianne Randall 822025 
Victory Hall 
Chair: Maria Wallis 823992 
Secretary: Di Wilkins 758459  
Booking Sec: Ali Tierney 822724 
Village Produce Association. 
Chairman; Paul Wilson 822744  
Whimpletons 
Cathy Bartlett-Horwood 823944 
Womens Institute  
President: Di Eden 821992 
Whimple and Broadclyst Young Farmers:  
Vice Chair: John Down  07580 938109 
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Editor 

Ed Hitchcock 823194 
 

Production 
Bob Scanlan 822262 
bob.scanlan@eclipse.co.uk 

Sally Wilde  823246 
 

Advertising and Community Diary 
Ed Hitchcock 823194 
edhitch@btinternet.com 
 

Delivery 
Cathy Sharkey  822939 
 

Treasurer 
Miles Leonard 822415 
 

The Whimple News Team 
WN122 

 
NATURAL TREATMENTS 

Log Cabin in West Hill 

07866 528567 
 

15%off Any treatment with this advert 

 

Special offers are available each month 

 

A full range of beauty and holistic 

treatments Are Available 
 

Please text or phone for a treatment list 
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Opening Times: 
 

Monday: Closed  

Tuesday to Saturday: Lunch 12.00noon to 2.30pm and  

Evenings:    6.00pm to 10.30pm 

Sunday:   12.00noon to 3.30pm 
 

Food service times: 
Tuesday to Saturday: Lunch from 12.00noon to 2.00pm  

Evenings: from 6.00pm to 8.30pm. 
Sunday: 12.00noon to 2.00pm 

 

Serving a classic pub menu, breakfasts and curries available 
lunches and evenings. 

 

New Pizza menu, Burgers and Roast on Sunday Lunch  
(meat changes every week) 

 

A Takeaway and Home Delivery service is now available,  
Please call 01404 822350 to place orders. 

or For more info 
Look out for menu leaflets on your doorstep soon  

 


